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hearing and seeing poems read aloud. Seth says to check out the video readings on the site from Natalie Lyalin and Lewis 
Freedman, and to come back every two or three weeks for new videos.  

Caitlyn McDougall (B.A., 2009) is currently a student in the Masters of Teaching (MAT) Program at USC in the Rossiter 
School of Education. 

Eva Oliver (B.A., 2009) is currently a student in the MUSE Program at UC Berkeley, pursuing her teaching credential and an 
M.A. in Education. 

Andrea Rexilius (B.A., 2002) is publishing her debut book of poems, To Be Human is To Be a Conversation, with Rescue 
Press. After SSU,  Andrea went on to an MFA in Creative Writing and Book Design  at the Chicago Art Institute. She is 
currently a Ph.D. candidate in Creative Writing at the University of Denver, where she is associate editor of   
*Denver Quarterly.* 

Sophia Rodriguez (M.A. 2007) is currently a doctoral student at Loyola University Chicago, where she is pursuing a Ph.D 
in Cultural and Educational Policy Studies.  She has been selected to teach courses in writing and social justice education to 
pre-service Cuban teachers through Loyola University's School of Education and is also the co-chair of the Foucault and 
Contemporary Theory Special Interest Group as part of American Educational Research Association (AERA). 

Volt assistant editor Marjorie Stein's poetry book The Atlas of Lost Causes was accepted by Kelsey Street Press in 
Berkeley. For more details, see this link:  

http://www.kelseyst.com/news/2010/04/21/selection-announced-from-ksps-last-open-call/ 

Joshua Jennings Wood (B.A., 1998) is the Poetry Editor of a new literary magazine coming out of Lake Forest, 
CA:  dirtcakes, now in its third issue.  The theme for the next issue is “Girls Will Be Women.” He has poems forthcoming in 
Orange Coast Review.  

Razzan Zahra (M.A., 2002) has completed her Ph.D. in education at U.C. Davis this August with a study of children in the 

"Make a Wish Program."  Her sister, Rim Zahra (M.A., 2002) is also in the Education Department at Davis and has 
completed her doctoral dissertation exploring the theoretical grotesque in early Mickey Mouse cartoons. 

SPOTLIGHT:  WRITING AND TEACHING  
SSU graduates in Masters of Fine Arts (MFA) programs include Iain Ferreira (B.A., 2004), Christopher Hayter (B.A., 2004; 
M.A., 2007), and Joel Gonzales (B.A., 2010) at San Francisco State University, Tony King (B.A., 2005) at Portland State, and 
Kate Menzies (B.A. Minor, 2009) at Mills College,  

Graduates of our English Education Single Subject program who are now teaching include Suzanne Vargas (B.A., 2008) at 
San Leandro High; Jenny Van Peter (B.A., 2008) at Elsie Allen; and Kyle Hart at Rincon Valley Middle School. Melissa 
Jewell (B.A., 2008) is teaching at English and ELD (English Language Development) at César Chávez Middle School in 
Hayward. 

WRITERS AT SONOMA  

The Writers at Sonoma Series, organized by SSU’s creative writing program and sponsored by SSU’s Instructionally Related 
Activities and the Nadenia Newkirk Funds for Writers, brings writers to campus. 
Poet Anna Rabinowitz read on October 18th. In the Spring, look forward to 
novelist Jamaica Kincaid (February 17th), poet and editor Eric Lorberer (March 
3), poets Elizabeth Robinson and John Yau (April 14th), and a reading from 
SSU’s own Sherril Jaffe (May 3rd).  Look for the brochure coming your way 
soon, or write in to request one in the mail.  

 
 



KEEP IN TOUCH: 
We’re always glad to hear from our alums. Please be in touch with your information and updates. Also, please consider a 
donation to the English Department. The English Department uses donations to fund and create programs, prizes, and events for 
our students. 

Mailing Address: 

Sonoma State University 
ATTN: English Department/Nichols 362 
1801 East Cotati Avenue 
Rohnert Park, CA 94928-3609 
 
Department phone: 707-664-2140 
 

Updates to newsletter?  Email Prof. Brantley Bryant:  Brantley.bryant@sonoma.edu 

This Newsletter was created by the English Department Events and Lectures Committee with the generous assistance and 
guidance of Professor Greta Vollmer. 

 


