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Introduction

Federal and State laws mandate that textbooks and other course materials be provided in alternate formats (e.g., Braille, large print, audio tapes, electronic text) for many of the university’s students with disabilities.  Generally, the laws mandate that these alternate format materials are equal in quality to and available at the same time as the materials provided to students without disabilities.

Providing every student with a textbook is not enough if the print medium is inaccessible to students with various disabilities due to physical, sensory, or cognitive barriers.  For example, providing textbooks in print format is a barrier for students who are dyslexic and are totally inaccessible to blind students.  Technology now enables these textbooks to be accessible through conversion to accessible electronic formats.  These formats provide great flexibility for meeting the needs of all students with disabilities since the digital format can be read out loud by a computer or screen reader or printed on a Braille printer.  However, these accommodations require a significant amount of time and resources to process, necessitating a revision in the timeline of instructional materials adoption by our faculty.
Sonoma State University is committed to ensuring that all campus information, resources and technologies are fully accessible to persons with disabilities. This commitment reflects a goal to provide the most effective learning environment for all students– rather than simply ensuring compliance with federal and state laws.
An essential component of this process is timely delivery of materials in accessible formats.  To the extent possible, instructional materials, including textbooks, must be accessible to students with disabilities at the same time it is available to any other student enrolled in that program.  Doing so does require modification of the current textbook adoption process.  However, these particular modifications need not significantly impact campus resources or the efforts of faculty and staff.  In addition, no vendor will be given an advantage in this process.  Faculty members will not be required to work with a particular vendor and there are no restrictions as to which materials to require or recommend for his or her classes.

ATI Steering Committee Interim Policy Recommendations

· All faculty using textbooks and/or reading materials in their classes shall produce reading lists by the deadline established by the Vice President for Academic Affairs.

· The department chair, or their designee, shall order textbooks and/or reading materials for late-hire faculty by the deadline established by the Vice President for Academic Affairs.

Principles

1. Chairs or their designees shall be responsible for seeing that faculty in departments produce reading lists by the established deadline.
2. Faculty commit to this policy understanding that there may be legal consequences for the university should they not.

Proposed Book Order Deadlines, as of First Academic Term, 2008
	
	Winter 2008
	Spring 2008
	Summer 2008
	Fall 2008

	Textbook orders due to Vice President for Academic Affairs.  Responsibility for compliance on Chairs.
	October 1, 2007
	October 15, 2007
	March 17, 

2008
	April 15, 2008

	Report from VP for Academic Affairs to Deans (copy to Department Chairs).

Responsibility for compliance on Deans.
	October 8, 2007
	October 22, 2007
	March 24, 

2008
	April 22, 2008

	Final Report to VP for Academic Affairs  (copy to Deans and Department Chairs).
	October 15, 2007
	October 29, 2007
	March 31, 

2008
	April 29, 2008


RATIONALE:  Executive Order 926, the CSU Board of Trustees Policy on Disability Support and Accommodations states:  “it is the policy of the CSU to make information technology resources and services accessible to all CSU students, faculty, staff and the general public regardless of disability.”  Coded Memorandum AA-2007-04 establishes a process for ensuring compliance with federal and state laws, and CSU policy regarding access to information technology and resources.  One of the three priorities of this plan is Instructional Materials Accessibility.   Instructional materials, to the extent possible, must be accessible to students with disabilities at the same time they are available to any other student enrolled in that program. AA-2007-04 states, “By June 2007, following consultation with local senates as appropriate, each campus will create a plan to support faculty and staff practices that will ensure timely access to instructional materials.  This plan will include: [1.] Timely adoption of textbooks by faculty, and [2]. Process for identification of textbooks for late-hire faculty …” Timely adoption is important to allow time to work with vendors and publishers to provide the necessary instructional materials.

Executive Order 926 is available online at: http://www.calstate.edu/EO/EO-926.html
AA-2007-04 is available online at: http://www.calstate.edu/AcadAff/codedmemos/AA-2007-13.pdf
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