
English

B.A. Degree M.A. Degree
“Re-vision — the act of looking back, of seeing with fresh eyes, of entering an old text from a new critical
direction — is for all of us more than a chapter in cultural history: it is an act of survival.”

— Adrienne Rich 

The English department is one of the university’s largest departments. In addition to its majors, the
department serves many other students who take English courses to improve their writing, to
develop a minor or double major field, or to pursue interests in some aspect of literature, language,
or creative writing. For information about the Master of Arts in English degree contact the English
Department office.

Literature
After a core of required courses, students will follow programs leading to a major in English and
American literature. Literature is the field most frequently chosen by students combining fields of
study in an interdisciplinary major — for example, literature and sociology, literature and history,
literature and art, literature and psychology.

Creative Writing 
An extensive program in Creative Writing is offered in the department. Sequences of courses are
available in fiction, poetry, and script writing (stage-screen-TV). In addition, there are individual
courses in personal essay, fiction and nonfiction writing.At Sonoma State University, creative writing
students receive individual attention from instructors who are all published writers. Small classes
provide an opportunity for personal guidance and close contact between students and faculty.

The English Department publishes the following professional and student publications:Virginia Woolf
Miscellany, ZAUM, and Volt, A Magazine of the Arts. Students wishing to participate in the
production of these publications should contact the English department office.

Students who wish to work in Creative Writing would select the Creative Writing Concentration in
English. An M.A. in English with a creative thesis option is also offered by the department (after
consultation with the Graduate Advisor and in coordination with the Graduate Committee).

Teacher Preparation (Single Subject Credential Program)
The English Department offers a program of study that satisfies the subject matter preparation
requirement for entry into an English Teaching credential program and exempts the student from
taking the Praxis II Subject Assessment Examination in English. Students in our graduate program
who wish to specialize in the teaching of writing may focus on Rhetoric. Additionally, graduate
students may apply for teaching opportunities within the graduate program.

Career Alternatives
Students who have majored in English work in business, public relations and advertising,
broadcasting, journalism, law and government service, as well as in elementary, secondary and
college teaching. In addition, students have worked as freelancers and in related fields such as
publishing, magazine editing, advertising, public relations, technical writing, and the news media. All of
these fields require an understanding of human motivation and of the conflicts and dilemmas that
people face. Our graduates enter those fields able to express themselves clearly, logically, and with
passion.They understand the relationship between language and authority.

Creative writing students have gone on to advanced degrees in the field and to teaching on the
college level.Writers have published poetry, fiction and non-fiction and have seen their stage plays
and screenplays produced.There are opportunities for writers in business, government, education,
and non-profit organizations.

Check out our web site at www.sonoma.edu/English



 
 
William Babula 
Dean, School of Arts and Humanities (1981) 
Ph.D. 1969, University of California Berkeley 
Creative Writing, Detective Fiction 
email: william.babula@sonoma.edu 
 
Brantley Bryant 
Assistant Professor of English (2007) 
Ph.D. 2007, Columbia University 
Medieval Literature, Chaucer 
Email:  brantley.bryant@sonoma.edu 
 
 
Robert Coleman-Senghor 
Professor of English (1972)Late 19th and 20th c. 
American Literature 
email: Robert.Coleman-Senghor@sonoma.edu 
 
Gillian Conoley 
Professor of English (1994) 
MFA 1983, University of Massachusetts - Amherst 
Poetry Studies, Poetry Writing, Small Press Editing 
email: gconoley@pacbell.net 
 
Anne Goldman 
Associate Professor of English (1998) 
Ph.D. 1993, University of California Berkeley 
20th c.American Literature 
email: goldmana@sonoma.edu 
 
Kim Hester-Williams 
Associate Professor of English (1999) 
Single Subject Credential Advisor 
Ph.D. 2000, University of California, San Diego 
19th c.American Literature 
email: kim.hester.williams@sonoma.edu 
 
Sherril Jaffe 
Associate Professor of English (1999) 
M.A. 1970, San Francisco State University 
Fiction Writing, Screen/Script Writing, Personal Essay 
email: sherril.jaffe@sonoma.edu 
 
Mira-Lisa Katz 
Assistant Professor of English (2002) 
Ph.D. 1999, UC Berkeley 
Education in Language, Literacy & Culture 
email: mira.katz@sonoma.edu 

Catherine Kroll 
Assistant Professor of English (2005) 
Ph.D. 1986, University of California Berkeley 
Composition Studies and English Education 
email: cathy.kroll@sonoma.edu 
 
John Kunat 
Associate Professor of English (2001) 
Ph.D. 2003, University of Virginia 
Renaissance Literature, Shakespeare 
email: john.kunat@sonoma.edu 
 
Noelle Oxenhandler 
Associate Professor of English (2001) 
M.A. 1983, State University of New York at Brockport 
Non-fiction Writing 
email: noelle.oxenhandler@sonoma.edu 
 
Thaine Stearns 
Associate Professor of English (2003) 
Ph.D. 1999, University of Washington 
English Literature, British Modernism 
email: thaine.stearns@sonoma.edu 
 
Greta Vollmer 
Associate Professor of English (2000) 
Ph.D. 2000, University of California at Berkeley 
Second language acquisition and pedagogy, 
Sociocultural contexts of language acquisition, 
Composition theory and pedagogy 
email: greta.vollmer@sonoma.edu 
 
Timothy Wandling 
Associate Professor of English (1997) 
Ph.D. 1997, Stanford University 
19th c. British Literature, Byron 
email: tim.wandling@sonoma.edu 
 
Chingling Wo 
Assistant Professor of English (2005) 
Ph.D. 2004, State University of New York Stony Brook 
18th C. British Literature, Comparative Literature 
email: chingling.wo@sonoma.edu 
 
 

We hope this information will be helpful. Official requirements of all 
majors and programs are published in the Sonoma State University catalog. 

Sonoma State University is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Institution 
and has a strong commitment to the principal of diversity. 

A member of the California State University 

ENGLISH FULL-TIME FACULTY PROFILES  


