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A. Basic Information 

Number of majors:




60, and 25 minors

Number of permanent faculty: 


3.5 (one is on FERP)

Number of temporary instructors: 


3.33

Number of courses: 




20

Number of GE courses: 



Any UD or LD SPAN course may satisfy C4

Number of degrees: 




1

Number of concentrations: 



1 general Spanish study, but students may 

choose teaching or other specialized 

focuses by choice of senior-level classes

Single-Subject Certification
Approved in 2000; 8-12 students per year move from Spanish to Credential Program

Units required for Major:



34-36

Units required for Minor:



20

Department Chair and Upper-Division

Coordinator 




Elizabeth C. Martínez

Lower-Division Program Coordinator

Jorge Porras

Teacher Education Coordinator


Jeffrey Reeder

Mission Statement:
To ensure that all students in the Spanish Program attain a high level of achievement in each of the areas of competence to be expected of a person fluent in Spanish, namely, language, culture, applied linguistics, and literature.  Actively encourage study abroad to afford students an opportunity to gain first-hand knowledge of the language and culture of their study.  Also, create special internships or special-study courses at the senior level to help students who are double-majoring or interested in a specific area of expertise, thus combining their area of study with Spanish language fluency.  Our Program has two facets:  lower-division language study, and upper-division study in Spanish, in preparation for either a Minor or a Major.
Previous Curriculum Revisions:
An outside Review of the Spanish Program last occurred in 1993.  However, the Spanish Program regularly studies and revises curriculum, and made various changes to the Program in 1999 and 2001.  The first revision streamlined the courses offered and added two new classes, Spanish 302, Research and Analysis (reactivated from dormancy), and Span 427, Teaching Methodologies.  The Major offerings were also adjusted to allow for choices by students of five courses among eight possible classes and/or special studies.  This year the Spanish Program is studying and preparing a new class on Spanish-English Translation, which will be offered alternately with Span 427 in the future, and allow exploration of another career path for students.

B. Learning Objectives 

The Spanish Program at Sonoma State University believes that well-prepared Spanish students should be able not only to effectively speak and understand the Spanish language, but also to acquire adequate knowledge and understanding of the Hispanic/Latino culture in its manifold varieties. Program graduates will be able to communicate effectively and naturally in the language; specifically to acquire and demonstrate:

· The ability to use Spanish at an advanced level of proficiency according to the ACTFL (American Council of Teachers of Foreign Languages) spoken and written guidelines,

· Adequate knowledge of the nature and functions of language in general and the linguistic components of Spanish in particular.

· The ability to function within the Hispanic/Latino culture, to understand and appreciate all the manifestations of that culture, and to be able to interpret it.

Specific Learning Objectives include the following:

1 - Receptive Skills: Listening and Reading Comprehension

Students shall demonstrate listening and reading comprehension at a level sufficient to understand authentic speech and written texts in a variety of situations and contexts, and equivalent to the advanced level in the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines.

2 – Productive Skills: Speaking and Writing

Students shall speak and write on a variety of topics in diverse situations and contexts at a level equivalent to the advanced level in the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines.
3 – Nature of Language

Students shall understand the nature of language, its acquisition, and its use.
4 – Analysis of the Target Language

Students shall understand the linguistic and pragmatic components of Spanish.
5 – Knowledge of Culture

Students shall learn the geography, history, and contemporary social structures of the Hispanic/Latino culture(s) and how these influence and shape cultural values and traditions. 
6 – Cultural Competence

Students shall be able to function effectively and in a manner considered culturally appropriate within the target culture. 
7 – Attitudes Toward Culture

Students learn respect and understanding of the customs, traditions, and cultural values of the people who speak the target language.

8 – Understanding of Literature

Students shall learn to distinguish specific traits of literatures in various Latin American countries and Spain as well as indigenous contributions.

9 – Analysis of Literature

Students shall learn to distinguish and understand the various genres within the literary canon.
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D. Assessment Approach Adopted by the Program

The Spanish Program uses three methods for assessing student and program outcomes:

Seminar Courses

Description:

Faculty members teaching seminar courses use the information gathered for course grading to assess student learning. Assessment methods include, but are not limited to, portfolio reviews, group performance tasks, individual performance tasks, interviews, research exercises, examinations, and essays. At the program level, information gathered during this process is shared among the faculty to tailor the program to ascertain that all learning outcomes are being addressed. 

Justification:

All Spanish Program students must take between three and five 400-level senior seminar classes that treat specific fields in the discipline. Students enrolled in the seminar courses have already completed all or most of their core program courses. The use of the senior seminar as an assessment approach allows the faculty to assess that the learning objectives listed previously have been met and allows weaknesses to be remedied. 

Comprehensive Exit Assessment
Description:

This formal assessment consists of a battery of reading and listening comprehension tests, writing samples, and a formal, public oral presentation; each set of tests ties directly to the class being taken.. The topics of the writing and oral presentation components also serve to ascertain knowledge of culture.  For example, the Spanish Program has a variety of senior seminars (427, 496, 497, 400) of which the student must take three (including the option of arranged 495 or 499).  This exit assessment occurs in is or her primary class as a senior (usually Spring term), tailored to the student's focus of general study, teaching, or other focus often related to a double major (Communications, History, Psychology and Business are principal areas). 

Justification:

This assessment serves to ascertain whether students have retained and can demonstrate satisfactory competence in receptive, productive, and cultural skills in Spanish. 

Current Student / Graduating Senior Surveys

Description:

The Spanish Program has recently created a yearly program questionnaire that asks all program students, faculty, staff, and selected recent graduates to identify program strengths, weaknesses, and needed improvements. The faculty will then discuss and act upon the results during one of the biweekly program meetings.  Previously, the faculty had ascertained this information in specific classes, and then shared orally in regularly meetings.

Justification:

The program questionnaire allows the program faculty to collect data evaluating the program vis-a-vis the stated learning objectives and to consequently act upon the program's needs, strengths, and weaknesses as expressed by all those directly involved in the program.  It will be administered to all seniors this Spring 2002.

E. Feedback Process

The information gathered in the above described assessment approach is reported to, and discussed among, Spanish Program faculty during the regularly scheduled biweekly meetings. 

F. Establishment of the Assessment Process

The assessment approach has just been developed in accordance with the "Quality and Effectiveness Standards for Subject Matter Preparation Programs in California" as published by the California Commission on Teacher Credentialing (approved March 2001; document, 95pp., is on file in the ML&L Department office for further perusal as necessary). The current academic year will see its first implementation, and it is anticipated that we will be able to more adequately define and respond to constituent needs.
The Spanish Faculty,
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