LIFE AFTER SONOMA STATE:

An evaluation of the SSU undergraduate economics program - 1999

1.  Which of the following BEST describes your primary current work at this time? 

  1) Employed full-time

 2) Caring for my family/home full-time

 3) Employed part-time

 4) Continuing my education 

 5) Unemployed

 6) Other: ___________________
3.  Overall, how would you rate the contribution of your economics major to your current work (even if your current job does not require a degree in economics)?  

 1) Highly related

 2) Moderately related

 3) Slightly related

 4) Not at all related



2.  What is your primary activity in your current work?  Please choose the activity that represents the majority of your time.

 1) Further study or training

 2) Business owner



 3) Administration or management


 4) Consulting/Professional service

 5) Teaching


 

 6) Economic/financial analysis

 7) Clerical work/employee


 8) Other: _________________


4.  If you are employed, what type of setting is it? Please choose the setting in which you spend the majority of your time.

 1) Self-employed


 2) Small business



 3) Large corporation



 4) Government



 5) Elementary/Secondary school

 6) University

 7) Nonprofit agency

 8) Other: __________



5. Did you apply to any graduate program or law school after completing your undergraduate program?


 1) YES 2) NO



6. Were you accepted into any graduate programs or law school? 

                    1) YES 2) N O

If YES, Master, Ph.D ,  Other _____________________

In what institution(s)?:



7. Did you complete any graduate or professional schools after receiving your undergraduate degree?

 1) YES MA            (field ____________ institution ______________________)                                                  

 2) YES Ph. D.        (field ____________ institution ______________________)

 3) YES Other         (list   ____________ institution ______________________)                                             4) NO


8. Thinking back to your undergraduate experience, how would you rate the economics department’s faculty

 and program? 


Poor
Fair
Good
Excellent

a.
Quality of advising....................................... 
1
2
3
4
5
6
7


b.
Scholarly and professional competency of the faculty
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

c.
Frequency with which required courses were offered
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

d.
The relevance of coursework for graduate study............
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

e.
Effectiveness of teaching methods used in courses..... 
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

f.
Accessibility of faculty members to students.................. 
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

g.
Faculty awareness of new developments in economics
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

h.
Variety of courses offered...................................................
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

i.
Concern for students as individuals...................................
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

j.
International content of courses
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

k.
Support and encouragement for academic success.......
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

l.
Understanding and acceptance of ethnic gender & religious diversity …………....... 1
2
3
4
5
6
7

m.
Preparation and advising for graduate study...................
1
2
3
4
5
6
7



9.  What was your primary purpose in pursuing an undergraduate degree?  

Please check the most important purpose.
 1) Preparation for specific job or business                             4) Qualifying for higher pay or job advancement

 2) Preparation for further study (e.g. graduate study) 5) Personal enrichment

 3) Updating and improving academic or technical skills        6) Other: _________________________

9. Did any particular department course help or prepare you for your current work?

 1) YES (what were they?) :

 2) NO
11. Looking back, what are some features of the economics major

 that have been MOST useful to you?



12.  To what extent do you feel your education in economics developed the following abilities?

      1. Did not develop my ability at all

         … Somewhat developed, … 

7. Greatly developed 

a.
The ability to explain economic or social issues 


using economic theory....................
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

b.
The ability to research economics issues
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

c.
The ability to solve complex problems.........................
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

d.
The ability to use computers .......................
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

e.
The ability to organize or run businesses
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

f.
The ability to find or change jobs 
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

g.
The ability to write well ........................................
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

h.
The ability to make judgements about policy issues 


and to vote in political elections.............................
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

i.
The ability to organize your personal life.......................
1
2
3
4
5
6
7



13.  Do you have any suggestions for improvement in the economics curriculum that would better prepare students for employment or graduate studies?
1) For employment: 

2) For Graduate Studies: 


14.  Do you participate in any community or political organizations?

 1) YES
 2) NO

If YES, how would you rate the relevance of your economics major to your participation?

 1) Highly related    2) Moderately related

 3) Slightly related   4) Not at all related

15. For most of your studies at SSU, did

 you attend
 

 1) full time  2) part time


16. Did you begin your studies
 at SSU  
 1) as a freshman or sophomore  

17.  2) as a junior or senior
18. In what year did you begin your

 studies at SSU

19. In what year did you graduate

 from SSU ?
20. Approximately, what overall

 grade average did  you receive as

 an undergraduate?:


21. Approximately, what overall 

grade average did you receive 

in your economics major?:



21. Age at time of graduation from SSU:


22. What is your sex?     1) Male     2) Female

23. What is your approximate annual income from employment and related professional activities?

 1) Less than $14,999




 2) $15,000-$34,999




 3) $35,000-$54,999




 4) $60,000-$79,999

 5) $80,000-$99,999

 6) $100,000 or more
24.  What is your racial and/or ethnic background? 

Please check the one category that is most appropriate for you.

 1) Hispanic American

 2) White Caucasian

 3) African American

 4) Asian American

 5) Other: (optional) _____________

25. Is there anything else that you would like us to know, but we may not have asked the right question?  Your comments will be appreciated, either here or in a separate envelope.



THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP

Please return your completed questionnaire in the enclosed envelope to: The Economics Department, Sonoma State University, 1801 East Cotati Avenue, Rohnert Park, California  94928 

(707) 664-2410
2
3

