INTERIM PROGRAM REVIEW

Department of Geography

School of Social Sciences

Fall 2002

A. Basic Information 

Number of majors:  38

Number of permanent faculty:  4

Number of temporary instructors: 2

Number of courses in catalogue:  35

Number of GE courses: 4 (Geog 203--Area D2, Geog 204--Area B3, Geog 302--Area D5, 
Geog 338--Area E

Number of degrees: one, BA

Number of concentrations: 2

Department Chair :   Professor William K. Crowley

B.  Learning Objectives 

Objectives Specific to Geography

Students are required to demonstrate:

1.  Understanding of geographic terms, concepts, and theories

2.  Ability to describe basic earth physical processes

3.  Awareness of world cultural areas, their distribution, characteristics and complexity

4.  Understanding basic human-earth relationships

5.  Ability to apply map-reading skills to an understanding of physical and cultural 
phenomena and to organize information spatially

6.  Ability in one of the discipline's technical areas such as GIS, remote sensing or 
computer cartography

7.  Ability to research geographic issues

8.  Ability to apply geographic theories and concepts to environmental/social issues

General Skills
In the course of meeting the objectives specific to Geography, students are expected to acquire and demonstrate:

1.  Critical thinking abilities

2.  Oral communication skills

3.  Written communication skills

Relating Knowledge with Values
Students are expected to acquire and demonstrate:

1.  An awareness of, and appreciation for, cultural differences and their contribution to 
the earth's diversity

2.  An understanding of the social/political implications of various kinds of human uses 
of the physical environment

C. Aligning Courses with Learning Objectives

The learning objectives of the Department of Geography are achieved through a coherent set of courses. The matrix reported in Attachment 1 demonstrates the alignment between learning objectives and courses.
D. Assessment Approach Adopted by the Program

The Department of Geography will use two instruments for assessing student learning at the program level:

1.  Senior Seminar--Personal Geography Assessment
Description
Geography 490, Senior Seminar is a required course taken during students' final spring semester on campus.  It is the culminating course in the department and one in which students receive additional material on development of geographic concepts, theories and ideas while undertaking a major research project.  

Justification
In this course students have an integrative learning experience where they are expected to demonstrate knowledge of the basic vocabulary of geography, an understanding of the development of geographic concepts, familiarity with the discipline's major academic journals, an ability to appropriately critique ideas and theories, and an ability to conduct and present in both written and oral form a semester-long research project.

Because the work done in this course forms part of various class assignments, it provides no formal opportunity for students to evaluate the geography program per se, though class evaluations at the end of the semester, as well as discussions in the course of the semester often include comments that lead in that direction.  In 2003 the department will institute an evaluative essay (Personal Geography Assessment--Attachment 2) at the end of the semester in which each student prepares a signed, self-measured statement of his/her geography experience at Sonoma State.    Additionally, in 2003 the department plans to inaugurate an Exit Survey which will provide students an anonymous means of addressing the degree to which learning objectives have been met.

2.  Exit Survey
Description
A proposed exit survey is attached (Attachment 3).  It is designed to measure the specific learning goals identified in this document.  It includes both open-ended and scored questions in an effort to fully assess all aspects of curriculum effectiveness.  The survey will be distributed to all Senior Seminar students.

Justification
Geography is a relatively small department where we have the opportunity to know many of our students fairly well.  We believe providing them a means of anonymously evaluating their experience with the department is important.  An anonymous exit survey will help us assess whether we are meeting the goals of the major.  We will implement the survey for the first time during Spring 2003 semester.

E. Feedback Process

The information generated with the Personal Geography Assessment essays and with the Exit Surveys will be summarized and reported to the department faculty during a department retreat organized once a year.
F. Establishment of the Assessment Process

The formal assessment instruments that will be introduced this academic year have not yet been implemented  and therefore there are as yet no Basic Findings, no Report to the Faculty, and no Action Items based on Findings.
_William K. Crowley________

Department Chair

Attachment 1--Courses and course objectives

	Courses/

Objectives
	203
	204
	280
	302
	310
	311
	318

	1.Understanding of geographic terms, concepts, and theories
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	2.  Ability to describe basic earth physical processes
	
	X
	
	
	X
	
	

	3.  Awareness of world cultural areas, their distribution, characteristics and complexity


	X
	
	
	X
	
	X
	X

	4.  Understanding basic human-earth relationships


	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X

	5.  Ability to apply map-reading skills to an understanding of physical and cultural 
phenomena and to organize information spatially


	
	
	X
	
	X
	
	X

	6.  Ability in one of the discipline's technical areas such as GIS, remote sensing or 
computer cartography


	
	
	X
	
	
	
	

	7.  Ability to research geographic issues


	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X

	8.  Ability to apply geographic theories and concepts to environmental/social issues


	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X

	9.  Critical Thinking Abilities


	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	10.  Oral communication skills


	
	
	
	
	
	
	X

	11.  Written communication skills


	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X


	Courses/

Objectives
	320
	330
	335
	338
	340
	343
	350

	1.Understanding of geographic terms, concepts, and theories
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	2.  Ability to describe basic earth physical processes
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.  Awareness of world cultural areas, their distribution, characteristics and complexity


	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	4.  Understanding basic human-earth relationships


	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	5.  Ability to apply map-reading skills to an understanding of physical and cultural 
phenomena and to organize information spatially


	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	X

	6.  Ability in one of the discipline's technical areas such as GIS, remote sensing or 
computer cartography


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7.  Ability to research geographic issues


	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	8.  Ability to apply geographic theories and concepts to environmental/social issues


	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	9.  Critical Thinking Abilities


	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	10.  Oral communication skills


	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X
	X

	11.  Written communication skills


	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X


	Courses/

Objectives
	360
	370
	372
	375
	380
	385
	387

	1.Understanding of geographic terms, concepts, and theories
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	2.  Ability to describe basic earth physical processes
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	3.  Awareness of world cultural areas, their distribution, characteristics and complexity


	
	
	
	X
	X
	X
	X

	4.  Understanding basic human-earth relationships


	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	

	5.  Ability to apply map-reading skills to an understanding of physical and cultural 
phenomena and to organize information spatially


	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	6.  Ability in one of the discipline's technical areas such as GIS, remote sensing or 
computer cartography


	
	
	
	
	X
	X
	X

	7.  Ability to research geographic issues


	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	8.  Ability to apply geographic theories and concepts to environmental/social issues


	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	

	9.  Critical Thinking Abilities


	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	10.  Oral communication skills


	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	

	11.  Written communication skills


	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X


	Courses/

Objectives
	390
	391
	392
	394
	416
	420
	460

	1.Understanding of geographic terms, concepts, and theories
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	2.  Ability to describe basic earth physical processes
	X
	
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	3.  Awareness of world cultural areas, their distribution, characteristics and complexity


	X
	X
	X
	X
	
	X
	X

	4.  Understanding basic human-earth relationships


	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	5.  Ability to apply map-reading skills to an understanding of physical and cultural 
phenomena and to organize information spatially


	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	6.  Ability in one of the discipline's technical areas such as GIS, remote sensing or 
computer cartography


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7.  Ability to research geographic issues


	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	8.  Ability to apply geographic theories and concepts to environmental/social issues


	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	9.  Critical Thinking Abilities


	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	10.  Oral communication skills


	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X

	11.  Written communication skills


	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X
	X


	Courses/

Objectives
	487
	490
	
	
	
	
	

	1.Understanding of geographic terms, concepts, and theories
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	2.  Ability to describe basic earth physical processes
	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	3.  Awareness of world cultural areas, their distribution, characteristics and complexity


	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	4.  Understanding basic human-earth relationships


	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	5.  Ability to apply map-reading skills to an understanding of physical and cultural 
phenomena and to organize information spatially


	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	6.  Ability in one of the discipline's technical areas such as GIS, remote sensing or 
computer cartography


	X
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7.  Ability to research geographic issues


	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	8.  Ability to apply geographic theories and concepts to environmental/social issues


	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	9.  Critical Thinking Abilities


	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	10.  Oral communication skills


	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	11.  Written communication skills


	X
	X
	
	
	
	
	


ATTACHMENT 2

Senior Seminar:  Personal Geography Assessment

As you are finishing up your college career, this assignment asks you to take some time to assess where you began and how far you have traveled (academically).  In 5 pages, please address the questions below.

Think back to when you arrived.  What were your hopes?  Expectations?  What has changed?  Why did you declare as a Geography major?  What are your goals for your education?  Have you met some of them?  In what ways?  What have you felt you missed out on?  How have you grown intellectually through your time at SSU?  How is it related to the Geography major and/or other courses?

To assist you on this essay…

Follow the steps below before you begin outlining/writing your paper and take time to jot down/consider answers to the following.  Incorporate the answers into your paper as you see fit.

1. Collect your transcript.

2. List out the courses in Geography that you have taken.  What was your most important research effort?  What did you write about?

3. Considering your coursework, think about the following.

a. Did any of your courses affect your personal life in anyway?  If so, how?

b. Did any of your courses affect your political beliefs/understanding?  If so, how?

c. How did your coursework affect your intellectual life?  (e.g. to change previously held views… did it help you to make a connection to a news event?  To other courses you’d taken either within Geography or your minors/concentrations/GE’s?

4. How does the learning environment in Geography compare to other courses you’ve taken outside Geography?  Among Geography courses?

5. Did you discuss readings outside of the Geography courses (i.e. with friends/family)?

6. What has changed for you (if anything), through this major?  (e.g. understanding of cultures, regions, places, physical processes, technical ability, written form, etc..; research skills?  Differing points of view?)

Definitely include responses to the following questions:

1. Do you think that this major will help you in the future?  Is it applicable to your job choices/career choices?  If so, in what ways?

Do you want to go on for a higher degree?  If so, what kind?

Attachment 3

GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT EXIT SURVEY
The goal of this survey is to help assess student experience with the Geography major.  By completing this survey you will aid us in evaluating whether we are meeting our learning objectives, and you will have the opportunity to suggest areas where you believe we could modify and improve the curriculum.  The faculty greatly appreciates your careful reading and answering of all questions, which we hope you see as a benefit to future students.  Your responses will be anonymous unless you choose to provide information that identifies you.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Sex:

M

F

Decline to State _____

Race/Ethnicity:
___________________________
Decline to State _____

Double Major:
_______________________________________________

Minor:

_______________________________________________

Date (expected) of Graduation:
____________

How many years did you spend at SSU?
_____

Were you employed during your time as a student in Geography?  ________

ATTACHMENT C:  INTERIM PROGRAM REVIEW, GEOGRAPHY, DECEMBER 2002

Which item below best describes your career plans following graduation from SSU? (check below)

Continue in my present job?    __________

If you are employed, what is your present job?    _______________

Pursue higher education degree (circle the appropriate degree below)

M.A.
Ph.D.
J.D.
M.D.
Other _____

Seek a job as:
_________________________________________

I have found a job.  Describe the job and organization.    __________

 _______________________________________________________

How often did you seek advising for the major?


_______

Regularly  (1-2 times a semester)


_______

Sometimes  (1-2 times throughout your time at SSU)


_______

Never

CURRICULUM ASSESSMENT

Please rate your OVERALL experience in Geography.

1. The course content has been intellectually stimulating.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

2. The curriculum has improved the quality of my thinking. 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

3. The curriculum has stimulated me to do some of my best work. 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

4. The courses have helped me develop critical thinking skills. 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

5. The courses have helped me develop my analytical writing skills. 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

6. The courses have helped me develop my speaking skills. 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

7. The curriculum had enabled me to more fully understand geographic terms, concepts and theories. 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

8. The courses have improved my ability to describe basic earth physical processes. 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

9. The courses have given me greater awareness of world cultural areas, their distribution, characteristics and complexity. 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

10. The curriculum has increased my awareness of, and appreciation for, cultural differences and their contributions to the earth's diversity. 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

11. The curriculum has improved my understanding of the social/political implications of various kinds of human uses of the physical environment. 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

12. The courses have helped me to understand basic human-earth relationships. 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

13. The courses have improved my ability to apply map reading skills to my understanding of physical and cultural phenomena and to organize information spatially. 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

14. The courses have improved my ability in one of the disciplines technical areas (e.g., GIS, computer cartography, remote sensing). 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

15. The curriculum has improved my ability to research geographic issues. 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

16. The courses have improved my ability to apply geographic theories and concepts to environmental/social issues. 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

17. I would strongly encourage others to major in Geography. 

1
2
3
4
5
6
7

In reviewing and reflecting upon the above items (#1-17) about the curriculum, I believe my training was the strongest in the following areas:

I believe the curriculum would benefit from an additional course (or courses) in?

GENERAL PROGRAM QUESTIONS

1. How might the Geography major at SSU be improved?

2. Please compare your experience in Geography courses OVERALL with courses taken in other departments.

3. What did you gain from majoring in Geography that you believe you could not have gained from another major?

12

