Interim Program Review

History Department

Sonoma State University

Undergraduate Major

2002

Department Mission Statement


The History Undergraduate Major at Sonoma State University is designed to give students a broad foundation in World and United States history and the skills to research historical events, to assess sources, and to analyze and convey their findings both orally and in clear and concise prose. All history courses require extensive writing in the form of essay exams, research papers, or other types of writing assignments. It is the belief of the history faculty that providing students with a solid basis in historical knowledge along with the combined skills of research, analysis and communication will prepare them for a wide range of post-graduate careers. 

Basic Information


Number of majors: 220


Number of permanent faculty: 9


Number of temporary faculty: 2


Number of FERP faculty: 5


Number of courses: 80


Number of GE courses: 7


Number of degrees: 1, BA (option of Honors program available)


Department Chair: Randall Dodgen

Learning Objectives


Historical skills:

1. Majors will acquire a broad but solid foundation of historical knowledge covering world history and United States history, as well as in-depth knowledge of their chosen area of specialization. 

2. They will be taught how to gain access to a range of historical materials.

3. They will learn to analyze and understand different types of historical documents.

4. They will learn to convey historical themes and ideas to others both orally and in writing.

5. They will learn about schools of historical analysis and interpretation.

6. They will learn appropriate use of sources.

General skills: 

Students will acquire:

7. Critical thinking abilities;

8. Communication skills.

Course Alignment with Learning Objectives: Core Courses

The listed courses are those required of all history majors.

	Courses/Objectives
	201
	202
	251
	252
	391
	498

	1. World/U.S. historical knowledge
	*
	*
	*
	*
	
	

	2. Research skills
	
	
	
	
	*
	*

	3. Document analysis
	
	
	
	
	*
	*

	4. Convey themes and ideas
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	5. Analysis and interpretation
	
	
	
	
	*
	*

	6. Use of sources
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	7. Critical thinking
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	8. Communication skills
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*


Program Assessment

The History Department at Sonoma State University serves both history majors and, though its General Education courses, the larger student body. Our assessment tools reflect this dual mission. 

Teaching evaluations: These are the most basic and short-term assessment tools used by the History Department. The department uses both the quantitative evaluation designed by the university and a qualitative evaluation designed by the department. The quantitative evaluation compares performance across the university. Qualitative evaluations give students the opportunity to make extended comments on the class, the instructor, and the assignments. 

Justification: The combination of qualitative and quantitative evaluations gives faculty the broadest possible feedback. This feedback can then be used to adjust readings, format, texts, content, testing and other aspects of pedagogy from semester to semester.

Faculty consultation: Students are strongly urged to meet with faculty advisors and with their instructors during each semester both to discuss immediate course concerns and the student’s overall study program. Faculty members are required to be available three hours a week, but all spend far more time with students than the required minimum.


Justification: This is the most direct and intimate form of feedback from students and as such it is one the History Department emphasizes. Great care is taken to encourage students to establish and maintain contact with faculty on issues large and small. In this way, faculty can also stay aware of the concerns of students both individually and as a group. 

Alumni surveys: The department has developed a survey questionnaire that has been mailed to alumni (see attached) in order to assess the long-term benefits of earning a history degree at Sonoma State University.


Justification: Obtaining alumni feedback is a crucial way of determining how the department and the program can best serve both its graduates and the community. History graduates have gone on to distinguished careers in academia, business, and community service. Their experience and advice are a valuable resource.

Exit interviews: The department is developing a questionnaire to distribute to graduating seniors asking them to assess their experience in the history program. They will be asked to give a candid appraisal of the program, faculty, assessment tools, and other aspects of their experience as history majors.


Justification: The questionnaire is designed to alert the department both to strengths and deficiencies in its programs from the perspective of those who have most recently experienced them. Along with input from alumni and student evaluations, this survey will give the department a broad spectrum of views on which to base evaluation and improvement.  

Program Core courses

All History majors are required to take the four listed lower-division courses, History 391, History 498, and twenty units of upper-division course work, for a total of 40 units. Upper division courses must include one European history course, one in an area other than the US or Europe. The remaining units are electives.

Lower division courses: 

History 201: Foundations of world civilization (3 units)


History 202: Development of the modern world (3 units)


History 251: History of the United States to 1877 (3 units)


History 252: History of the United States since 1865 (3 units)

These courses are designed to give history majors a comprehensive background in world and U.S. history that will serve as a foundation for more focused study in specific areas in their upper-division work. 

Seminars: All history majors are required to take two seminars, one on Historiography (391) and one topical Senior Seminar (498). The Historiography seminar provides history majors with a background in schools of historical interpretation (goal 5), as well as training in the basic skills of document analysis (goal 3), use of sources (goal 6), research (goal 2), and writing (goal 8) that will provide a foundation for success in upper-division courses. 

The Senior Seminar offers the student the opportunity to display the mastery of skills introduced in Historiography and practiced in other upper-division classes. Students not only prepare a lengthy research paper, but also are required to present their findings and discuss the work of others in a collegial atmosphere. 

Honors Program: Majors with a 3.50 GPA at Sonoma State or overall who have completed the core requirements (except for the senior seminar) are eligible for the Honors Program. Students must demonstrate proficiency in a foreign language and take an additional Honors seminar (History 499). 

Faculty:

US History:


Dennis E. Harris, Ph.D., UCSB.  US Foreign Relations and Modern US History


LeVell Holmes, Ph.D., UC-Berkeley.  African, Black, and Women's History


Michelle Jolly, Ph.D., UC-San Diego.  19th c., California, and Women's History


Robert A. Karlsrud, Ph.D., UCLA.  US Labor and Social History


Clarice Stasz, Ph.D., Rutgers.  US Social and Cultural History


Steve Estes, Ph. D., UNC-Chapel Hill.  20th c. US, American South, California

Latin America:


D. Anthony White, Ph.D., UCLA.  Mexico and Cuba

Ancient History and Archaeology:


William C. Poe, Ph.D., Brandeis.  Ancient Near East and Meso-America

Europe:


Judith Abbott, Ph.D., U. Conn.  Medieval Europe, Anglo-Saxon England, Rome 



Mary Halavais, Ph.D., UC-San Diego.  Early Modern Europe, Imperial Spain


Kathleen Noonan, Ph.D., UC-Santa Barbara.  Early Modern Europe, British Isles

East Asia:


Randall Dodgen, Ph.D., Yale.  China, Japan, Pacific Rim

Russia:


Stephen Bittner, Ph.D., U. Chicago.  Russian History

Recent Emeritus Faculty:



Daniel W. Markwyn, Ph.D.  Cornell U.  Colonial and Early Republic, California


Peter J. D. Mellini, Ph.D., Stanford U.  Modern Germany & Britain, WW II
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