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Department Mission Statement


The mission of the Department of Political Science is to cultivate in our students knowledge and appreciation of the rich conceptual and theoretical content of the political science discipline and nurture their ability to apply that insight to analysis of political theories, systems and policies.  The scope of our discipline is broad and diverse.  We introduce our majors to the four key subfields of political science and encourage them to enhance their knowledge of each through their upper division studies.  All upper division courses in this major place a premium on oral and written analytical skills and it is common for courses to require both oral and written research projects in addition to essay examinations.  All of our majors must complete our department’s capstone course before graduating.  The Senior Seminar affords our students the opportunity to culminate their undergraduate studies with the most significant research project of their academic career, and it is also a highly effective indicator of our success in teaching them the skills and methods required to accomplish a project of that scope.  In our upper division courses and the Senior Seminar, our students are consistently asked to analyze and constructively criticize the key literature in the field, design and present research projects of their own, and constructively assess and contribute to their colleagues’ research efforts.  The primary tools of success at this level are provided in our course on Social Science Research Methods.  This course allows us to hold our students to a high standard of heuristic import and conceptual rigor across the upper division curriculum.

Basic Information


We currently have approximately seventy majors in the Political Science department.  We have eight full time faculty and one FERP faculty.  We offer four courses in the major that fall within the General Education curriculum.  It should be noted that our department offers on average 700 seats in our General Education courses each semester, one of the highest averages in the School of Social Sciences.  Our course selection each semester is drawn from a catalog of fifty-three courses that span the four basic sub-fields of political science.  Our successful graduates are awarded the Bachelor of Arts degree.

Learning Objectives


The primary learning objectives of this department include 1) introduction and development of students’ knowledge of the four primary areas of the discipline; 2) development of qualitative analytical and critical skills through written examinations and extensive semester research projects; 3) development of strong communications skills through consistent classroom participation and oral presentations; 4) development of  rigorous quantitative research design skills; 5) acquaintance with appropriate research sources; and 6) broad and thorough appreciation of the rich theoretical foundation of our discipline.

Course Alignment with Learning Objectives:  Core Courses

Courses listed are required of all Political Science majors

	Courses/Objectives
	201
	202
	302
	303
	498



	1. Foundation knowledge
	*
	*
	
	*
	

	2. Qualitative written skills
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	3. Communication skills
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	4. Quantitative skills
	
	
	*
	
	*

	5. Research skills
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*

	6. Theory
	*
	*
	*
	*
	*


Program Assessment


The Political Science Department at Sonoma State serves our own majors as well as the general student population through our General Education courses.  Our assessment tools are designed to gauge effectively the input of both these student populations.

Teaching Evaluations:  Our student teaching evaluations are the most informative and effective gauge of our classroom performance.  Each member of the Political Science faculty conducts at least one class evaluation each semester, and most of our faculty have two or even three courses evaluated.  Untenured faculty are expected to have evaluations performed in all of their sections.  Our evaluations are primarily quantitative and reflect a broad range of queries evaluating course content, assignments and teaching effectiveness.  Most of our faculty also request qualitative evaluations of their classes and find that this mode of evaluation enriches their understanding of what students perceive as the particular strengths and weaknesses of their course.  We strongly encourage junior faculty to offer qualitative evaluations of all their courses.  The same basic set of questions is asked of all students in all of our courses.

Faculty Consultation:  From the General Education students in American Government to our graduating seniors in the Senior Seminar, all Political Science students are strongly urged to consult with our faculty on a regular basis concerning the content, requirements and expectations of our courses as well as any particular problems they may have in a particular course or in the major.  Our majors are asked to schedule a comprehensive academic counseling session with a faculty advisor at the beginning of each semester.  All majors are asked to select a faculty member as their advisor for their entire undergraduate career and to see them regularly during the year. The Political Science faculty is committed to nurturing a community among our majors and we see ongoing consultation as a critical contribution to that sense of community.  We also encourage our students to consult with other department members on research projects related to their fields of expertise.  Our faculty is asked to schedule at least three hours per week for office consultations and most offer far more time than that for meeting with students.

Senior Seminar:  Our Senior Seminar is one of the most effective assessment tools available to us.  The Senior Seminar is the capstone course for our department, and is a very strong indicator of our success in conveying the essential knowledge and critical tools of our field.  This course revolves around each student’s formulation of a rigorous research design and proposal focused on a theoretical hypothesis he wishes to prove, disprove or critically assess.  The format for the Senior Seminar varies with the preferences of the professor offering it each semester, but its essential nature is consistent. Each student must orally present his initial proposal, conduct a literature review that will be the basis for a teaching session in class, pursue the research and analysis germane to his topic, consult extensively with professors and/or experts in the field, constructively critique his colleagues’ projects, offer a written critique of one selected project, orally present a comprehensive report on his project to the class and submit an extensive written project.  If a student meets the demands of our Senior Seminar, he is ready for graduate school.  We regard the Senior Seminar as a very effective measure of whether a student has gained the knowledge and tools needed to pursue a successful career in graduate school, law school, government service or the private sector.

Program Core Courses


All Political Science majors are required to take five courses that form the foundation of our major.  Three of these courses (201, 202 & 303) are designed to introduce our majors to the essential content and theories of political theory, American government and institutions and comparative politics.  POLS 302 is our research methods course, and POLS 498 is the Senior Seminar, the capstone course of the major.

POLS 201
 Ideas and Institutions

POLS 202
Modern American Government

POLS 302
Research Methods in Political Science

POLS 303
Introduction to Comparative Politics

POLS 498
Senior Seminar


With the foundation provided by these courses, our students are prepared to pursue a more comprehensive inquiry into the scope and theory of the four core areas of the discipline:  American Government, Political Theory, Comparative Government and International Politics.  Our majors must complete one upper division course in each of these fields.  All upper division courses in the major are writing intensive and most demand both an oral and written research presentation in addition to consistent class participation.  Students may draw from the following offerings to complete these requirements:

American Government

POLS 320
State, City and County Governments

POLS 330
Race, Ethnicity and Politics

POLS 391
Gender and Politics

POLS 420
Theories of American Politics

POLS 421
Federalism and Intergovernmental Relations

POLS 423
American Constitutional System

POLS 424
The Bill of Rights, Civil Liberties and the Constitution

POLS 425
The American Party System

POLS 426
The Legislative Process

POLS 427
The American Presidency

POLS 428
Seminar in California Politics and Government

POLS 429
Interest Groups

POLS 430
Introduction to Public Administration

POLS 461
Politics and Media

POLS 466
Political Psychology

POLS 484
Elections and Voting Behavior

Political Theory

POLS 310
Classical Political Thought

POLS 311
Development of Modern Political Thought since 1500

POLS 312
American Political Thought

POLS 313
Critical Theory:  Race and Gender

POLS 315
Democracy, Capitalism & Socialism

POLS 415
Explorations in Political Theory

Comparative Politics

POLS 350
European Parliamentary Democracies

POLS 351
Politics of Russia

POLS 352
Politics of Eastern Europe

POLS 354
Comparative Political Parties

POLS 450
Politics of Asia

POLS 452
Third World Political Systems

POLS 453
Politics of Latin America

POLS 458
Comparative Social Policy

International Politics

POLS 342
International Politics & Foreign Policy 

POLS 345
Model UN

POLS 444
US Foreign Policy

POLS 485
Arms Control, Race & Disarmament

POLS 486
Selected Issues in International Politics

Given the relative size of Sonoma State University and the Department of Political Science, these courses provide a broad and thorough representation of the discipline to our majors.

Faculty 


Donald A. Dixon, Professor of Political Science


Ph. D. UC Santa Barbara


Public Policy & Administration, State & Local Politics, American Politics


John F. Kramer, Professor of Political Science


Ph. D. Massachusetts Institute of Technology


American Politics, Comparative Politics


Robert McNamara, Associate Professor of Political Science


Ph. D. University of Geneva


International Politics, Comparative Politics, American Politics


Andy Merrifield, Professor of Political Science


Ph. D. UC Davis 


American Politics, Public Policy & Administration


Catherine Nelson, Associate Professor of Political Science


Ph. D. UC Davis


Political Theory, American Politics, Public Policy & Administration


Diane L. Parness, Professor of Political Science


Ph. D. Georgetown University

Comparative Politics, International Politics, Political Theory, American Politics


Robert A. Smith, Professor of Political Science


Ph. D. UC Berkeley


Comparative Politics, International Politics, Political Theory


David A. Ziblatt, Professor of Political Science


Ph. D.  University of Oregon


Political Theory, Public Policy & Administration, American Politics
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