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Mission Statement : The Mission of Sonoma State University and of the Liberal Studies Ukiah Program is to prepare students to be learned men and women who have a foundation for lifelong learning; who have a broad cultural perspective; who have a keen appreciation of intellectual and aesthetic achievements; who will be leaders and active citizens; who are capable of pursuing fulfilling careers in a changing world; and who are concerned with contributing to the health and well-being of the world at large.  In achieving this mission, SSU has developed excellent programs of undergraduate instruction grounded in the liberal arts and sciences, one of the most successful of which is the Liberal Studies Ukiah Program. Since its inception, in The Liberal Studies Ukiah Program has maintained the mission of the university and its commitment to innovative program design implemented to serve the needs of a distant population of students. We seek to graduate students who are lifelong learners, skilled in analysis and synthesis, and in communicating effectively both orally and in writing. The Liberal Studies major is excellent preparation for students interested in a career in teaching, the legal profession, law enforcement, social services, business, as well as graduate work across a broad range of disciplines. To these ends our program provides

· a broad base of pedagogy

· a rich and diverse faculty

· thematic, discipline based, and cross cultural courses all from perspectives of different fields of knowledge

· the opportunity for students to form close ties with other students and faculty

· classes that use technology to enhance their educational experiences

· quality “distance” education

· a resident program in Ukiah

· opportunities for students to learn and subsequently work in their own communities

Description of Program: Because our program focuses on upper division courses, we offer a wide range of options for our students; ours is a somewhat traditional Liberal Studies format.  Students must complete 54 upper division units: 16 in Arts and Humanities, 16 in Behavioral Sciences, 6 in Natural/ Physical Sciences, and 16 Electives.  Students enroll in 12 to 15 units per semester (or fewer) and can fulfill their upper division requirements in four (4) semesters. We are a waiver program in that we provide the prerequisites for students hoping to enter a Multisubject Credential program. 

Basic Information:

Number of majors:

Number of faculty: 10 per year (rotating faculty drawn from a variety of disciplines)

Number of courses: 5 to 6 per semester

Number of Degrees: one major Liberal Studies Ukiah

Number of concentrations: N/A

Learning Objectives:

Objectives specific to Liberal Studies major

Students will be expected to:

· Engage actively in the learning process

· Take responsibility for learning

· Develop abilities to read critically and to raise questions

· Cultivate clarity and cogency of oral and written communication

· Hone listening skills

· Build on ideas

· Work collaboratively with others

· Participate in discussion groups

· Participate in assessment of effectiveness of the Liberal Studies Ukiah Program

· Refine critical and analytical skills

· Develop research skills

· Gain skills in technology

· Deepen awareness and appreciation for a variety of cultures

· Explore specific topics and themes as they relate to a variety of disciplines

· Cultivate skills vital to democracy and decision making

· Become actively engaged in the community

Objectives specific to pre-credential Liberal Studies major

   Students will be expected to:

·  All of the above

· Assess reasons for choosing a career in teaching

· Fulfill state requirements for admission to credential programs

· Understand historical and cultural context of education in the U.S.

· Develop working knowledge of child development

· Collect resources to be used in teaching

· Engage in planning of personal educational and career goals

· Generate a portfolio of materials specific to teaching

· Generate specific projects experimenting with planning lessons for educational purposes

· Self assess in the learning process (portfolio)

Aligning Courses with Learning Objectives- (because all of our courses are ‘housed’ in a variety of schools and disciplines, alignment of courses and learning objectives follows the alignment within many of the respective disciplines.  Also, due to the variety of career choices students make after graduating from our program, we do not have a set of specific discipline learning objectives.  Below find general alignment):

Active engagement All

Reading critically: English 314, English 342, History, Anthropology, Philosophy, All

Communication skills: English (Public Speaking) All

Listening skills: All

Collaborative learning: Psychology, English History, Social Science, All 

Self-assessment: Portfolio SSCI 300, SSCI 400

Analytical skills: English, History, AMCS, Biology, Psychology, All

Research skills: English, History, AMCS, Biology, ENSP, Anthropology, All

American culture: AMCS, History, WGS, Modern World Literature, Anthropology 

Multicultural appreciation: AMCS, CALS, NAMS, Modern World Literature

Pre-credential requirements: SSCI 300 , SSCI 400 School and Society

Education in U.S.: EDUC  and Sociology: School and Society

Child Development: Psychology 410 

Resources for teaching: SSCI 300 and 400, English Pedagogy/grammar, KIN, EDUC

Appreciate diversity: History, Anthro, English, Art, AMCS, CALS, NAMS

Skills for decision making: All

Community outreach: Internship 499

Faculty: Because we take our Sonoma State Liberal Studies Program “up the freeway” to Ukiah from Rohnert Park, we must draw on a wide variety of faculty.  Most of our faculty work on the SSU campus; however, we also have professors that live and teach in other areas.  We draw our professors from the rich pools on our campus and we advertise outside of the county.  Our faculty members are tenured professors or lecturers from a number of departments on this campus.  
Robert Karlsrud, Ph.D. History

Larry Prud’homme , Ph.D. History

Dennis Harris, Ph.D. History

Susan Garfin, Ph.D. Sociology

Erv Peterson, Ph.D Environmental Science

Marilyn Cannon, Ph.D. Biology

Birch Moonwoman, Ph.D. Linguistics

Sarah Baker, Ph.D. English

Shirley Silver, Ph.D. Anthropology

John Dotta MA Photography and Deep Ecology

Jose Luis Gutierrez M.A. Chicano Studies

Leslie Saxon West, M.A. Dance

Tom Ormond , Ph.D. Kinesiology

Pat Hansen, M.A. Psychology

Technology/On line instruction: Most of our classes in recent years rely on technology to deliver quality hybrid classes.  Many of the components of a number of classes use the Internet to deliver information and class material to students.  Because so many of our students live a considerable distance from the campus, we continue to work on developing ways to enhance our students’ learning experiences through the use of computers.  All SSU students in our program use computers and a number of technologies to interact with professors and accomplish tasks set forth by the instructors. Some professors have used Listserves, Forum Discussion Sessions, Bulletin Boards, On line exams, email systems for delivery of assignments, and Web Page programs that students use to set up their own web sites. The students have expressed a desire to have more technology due to the convenience of not travelling to a distant location.  Most of our courses include an on line component and use traditional face to face instruction; we have offered two courses with the majority of the class meeting time on line and this was very difficult for both the students and the instructors.  In these classes, students had very little contact time with fellow students and with the instructor; they missed the face to face interaction, but applauded the convenience of working from their own workstations. 

Program Assessment: The Liberal Studies Ukiah program currently uses a number of assessment tools; however, we are developing a number of new ways to improve our assessment process. 

Teaching evaluations; These evaluations are the most basic and short-term assessment tools used by the Liberal Studies Program.  We use both qualitative evaluations designed to give students the opportunity to make extended comments on the class, the instructor, and the assignments.

Justification: These evaluations give faculty, program coordinator, advisors, and the dean the broadest possible feedback.  The feedback can be used to adjust readings, course assignments, student workload, effectiveness, texts, format, testing and other aspects of pedagogy and methods from semester to semester.

Student self-evaluations: These evaluations give students an opportunity to discuss their personal progress and needs and they give instructors an opportunity to observe the perspectives of their students as to progress and effectiveness of teaching.

Justification: When students self assess, they often suggest aspects of a class that may better serve their needs and educational goals.  This kind of feedback, too, is valuable in planning future courses.  Students are brutally honest on self evaluations.

Faculty consultation: Students are strongly urged to meet with faculty and advisors during each semester both to discuss immediate concerns about the courses and to discuss the student’s overall study program. 

Justification: This is the most direct and intimate form of feedback from students and as such it is one the Liberal Studies Ukiah Program emphasizes.  Great care is taken to encourage students to establish and maintain contact with faculty on issues large and small.  In this way, faculty can also stay aware of the concerns of students both individually and as a group.

Exit interviews: Liberal Studies Ukiah is developing guidelines for an exit interview for all of our graduating seniors asking them to assess their experience in the program.  They will be asked to give candid appraisal of the program, faculty, assessment tools, courses, advisement, our site, technology uses, and to offer suggestions for change.

Justification: the exit interview is designed to alert the administration and faculty both to the strengths and deficiencies as students see them, in the program from those who have most recently experienced them.  Along with input from alumni and student evaluations, this interview will give our program a more broad spectrum of views on which to base evaluation and improvement.  

Dialogue with Alumni: We try to make it a point to stay in touch with alumni of our program.  We encourage students to give us feedback as to the effectiveness of our coursework and program as these relate to students’ careers.

Alumni Surveys: Our program is currently developing a more formal approach to surveying alumni; we have designed an “alumni survey” that we will send to alumni in order to assess the long-term benefits of earning a Liberal Studies degree at Sonoma State University.

Justification: Obtaining alumni feedback is a crucial way of determining the ways our program can best serve both its graduates and the community.  Liberal Studies graduates have gone on to distinguished careers in a number of fields and their experience, advice, and feedback are warranted and certainly valuable. 

Prepared by Sandra Harrison Feldman, Coordinator of Liberal Studies Ukiah

Electronic materials prepared by Erica Wilcher and VaLinda Kyrias
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