Curriculum Web Planning Tool:
Extending Early Mathematics Knowledge Through
Planned Learning Experiences Around Books

Books offer staff a powerful tool for expanding young children’s
mathematical vocabulary and for supporting their developing
mathematical knowledge. The learning does not need to stop
with books! Staff can plan other experiences to extend the
mathematical concepts that are infroduced when reading a
book. The curriculum web planning tool is a useful way to
carefully consider other classroom opportunities to deepen
young children’s mathematical knowledge. Staff should read
the book themselves before reading it to children. Plan to read
the book to the children before doing the activities on the
webs.

This packet contains four curriculum web examples and a blank
curriculum web, which early childhood education staff can use
for planning. Refer to Finding the Math in Books for examples of
children’s books that are rich in mathematical content. Use the
curriculum web planning tool to record additional math
experiences for the children in your classroom.

The four curriculum webs in this packet are based on these
bbooks:
o Chicken Soup with Rice: A Book of Months written and
illustrated by Maurice Sendak
o Go, Dog. Go! written and illustrated by P. D. Eastman
o Round Is a Mooncake: A Book of Shapes written by
Roseanne Thong and illustrated by Grace Lin
o The Very Hungry Caterpillar written and illustrated by Eric
Carle

A brief description of each book is included on the
following page.
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Chicken Soup with Rice: A Book of Months by Maurice Sendak
Although often described as a book to teach the months of the
year and seasons, this book has many math concepts. As children
hear all the different things to do with chicken soup with rice each
month, they can be intfroduced to spatial vocabulary—position
words—about where to eat chicken soup or where the soup bowls
are found. The repeating words “once” and “twice” provide an
opportunity to learn about the small numbers “one” and “two.”
Children are exposed to patterns by hearing the same phrase at the
end of each month’s rhyme about chicken soup with rice.

Go, Dog. Go! by P. D. Eastman

This is a fun-filled book with lots of colorful illustrations and simple,
repeating phrases describing dogs doing all kinds of activities. While
following the dogs’ different adventures, children can count,
compare sizes, and learn about spatial directions and speed.

Round Is a Mooncake: A Book of Shapes by Roseanne Thong

In this brightly illustrated story told in simple rhyme, a young Chinese
girl identifies the shapes of many objects found in her home and
neighborhood. The objects are a wonderful mix of things familiar
and, for some readers, not so familiar—for example, square boxes
that contain pizza or dim sum. In addition to providing opportunities
for children to identify shapes, the book is an infroduction to the
Chinese culture.

The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle

This classic children’s book tells the story of a caterpillar and what he
eats in the one week before he builds a cocoon and, two weeks
later, turns into a butterfly! In addition to providing many
opportunities for children to practice counting and comparing size,
the story line offers other topics that can be used for planning other
mathematical learning experiences in the classroom.
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