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Master of Arts in Education
Special Education Concentration

Basic Program and Structure

The Master of Arts in Education (M.A.) with a concentration in Special Education provides advanced
academic study for persons working with or on behalf of individuals with disabilities. Candidates who
possess a valid Preliminary Level | Education Specialist Credential in Mild/Moderate or Moderate/Severe
Disabilities may combine their master's degree studies with coursework from their Professional Level 11
credential program preparation. Candidates from related disciplines may pursue this advanced degree
with consent from the Department of Educational Leadership and Special Education. Candidates must
apply and be admitted both to the University and to the M.A. program in order to pursue this degree. In
an effort to provide flexibility in achieving this degree, candidates may choose from any of the three
different M.A. pathways described below.

Master’s Core Coursework (9-12 units)

Candidates must take the required core courses depending upon their pathway
EDUC 570 (3 Units) The Reflective Educator (required for all candidates)

EDUC 571 (3 Units) Research Paradigms in Education (required for all candidates)
EDUC 572 (3 Units) Supervised Study for the Cognate Project

EDUC 573 (3 Units) Supervised Study for the Individualized Examination

EDUC 598 (3 Units) Developing a Thesis/Project

EDUC 599 (3 Units) Supervised Research for Thesis/Project

Special Education Program Concentration Coursework (9-12 units)

Candidates must apply 9-12 of these units toward their M.A. degree.

EDSP 512 (3 units) Advanced Issues in Assessment, Curric., & Instruction of Students with Disabilities
EDSP 513 (3 units) Current and Emerging Research and Practice in Special Education

EDSP 514 (3 units) Advanced Communication, Collaboration, & Consultation in Special Education
EDSP 515 (3 units) Advanced Legal Issues in Special Education

Electives (6-18 units)

Candidates have the opportunity to seek breadth or depth in a related area of study through completion of
elective courses. Elective coursework may be drawn from other graduate programs in the School of Education
or from other departments at Sonoma State University, such as psychology, counseling, kinesiology, or others.
These courses are selected with the advice and approval of the candidate’s M.A. advisor.

M.A. Pathways in Thesis/Project Cognate Individualized Examination
Special Education 30 Semester Units 36 Semester Units 33 Semester Units
Course of Study M.A. Core Courses M.A. Core Courses M.A. Core Courses
(max 12 upper (12 sequential units) (9 sequential units) (9 sequential units)
division units) EDUC 570 EDUC 570 EDUC 570

EDUC 571 EDUC 571 EDUC 571

EDUC 598 EDUC 572 EDUC 573

EDUC 599

Special Education Courses Special Education Courses Special Education Courses

(9-12 units) (9-12 units) (9-12 units)

EDSP 512 EDSP 512 EDSP 512

EDSP 513 EDSP 513 EDSP 513

EDSP 514 EDSP 514 EDSP 514

EDSP 515 EDSP 515 EDSP 515

Elective Courses Elective Courses Elective Courses
(6-9 units) (15-18 units) (12-15 units)
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Conceptual Framework

Graduates will promote
social, emotional, and moral
growth and learning in their

classrooms, schools, and
communities, and respect and
encourage the contributions
of families and caregivers in
the education of children
and youth.

Graduates will be
knowledgeable and thoughtful
about the content and
methodology in their

fields of emphasis.

Vision Statements

Graduates will become agents
of individual growth and social
change as well as models and
advocates of the broader
intellectual and social values
of a democratic society. Mission
To advance excellence in the education

Graduates will design
and carry out inclusive
educational practice that
respects human differences
and aims to educate
all learners.

Graduates will continuously
use inquiry, observation,
study, and reflection to
improve their practice

as educators.

profession through the professional preparation

Practice

of the communities served through various
partnerships, projects, and initiatives.

of teachers and leaders. The School plays an
active role in the social and educational growth

Research

Performance Expectations

Graduates of the School of Education:

A. Are able to design and implement pedagogy and curriculum that are informed by
theory, research, professional standards, and reflective practice;

B. Demonstrate depth and breadth of content and pedagogical knowledge;

C. Are knowledgeable about and able to design, implement, and evaluate instructional
practice and educational assessments responsive to the full range of individuals — social,
linguistic, cultural, and ethnic diversity and/or physical and learning disabilities;

D. Successfully create and work in collaborative and inclusive communities;

E. Develop and promote a global, multicultural perspective based on an understanding of
how individuals are differently positioned in terms of knowledge, power, identity, and
privilege;

F. Act on key values including but not limited to social justice, anti-bias principles, and
democratic practices;

G. Make decisions based on developmental learning theory;

H. Use various means — knowledge of research, formative and summative assessments,
reflection and evaluation — to improve teacher practice and student learning;

I. Use multiple and appropriate assessment measures including both qualitative and
quantitative techniques;

J. Use technology to enhance teaching and support active, authentic learning.

Dispositions

Graduates of the School of Education:
A. Are passionate about being
educators;

B. Promote social and emotional
growth and an ethic of caring,
nurturing, and learning in their
classrooms, schools, and communities;
C. Are culturally responsive and
responsible, knowledgeable and
appreciative of the diversity among
learners;

D. Have a genuine appreciation of the
importance of a liberal arts education;
E. Value the arts in learning;

F. Are committed to anti-bias
principles, social justice, and
democratic practices;

G. Are committed to professional
ethical standards.
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3. Which valid California teaching credential(s) do you hold? (List expiration date for each.)
Credential Expiration Date

4. Did you complete a Preliminary Level | Education Specialist Credential Program?
Yes No
If so, where?

5. Did you complete a Professional Level | Education Specialist Credential Program?
Yes No
If so, where?

6. Are you applying to the Professional Level Il Education Specialist Credential Program at SSU?
Yes No

7. List colleges/universities where you earned your B.A./B.S. degree and where you have taken

credential and graduate coursework. Please indicate the dates of attendance and degree(s),
credential(s) earned if applicable.

College/University Dates Credential/Degree

PLEASE INCLUDE ONE SET OF UNOFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS from each institution listed above. (No

internet transcripts please)

PLEASE ATTACH A 1-2 PAGE TYPED STATEMENT, which communicates your rationale for pursuing an
M.A. in Education Degree with a concentration in special education (all applicants).

PLEASE INCLUDE TWO LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION if you did not complete a special education
credential program at Sonoma State University within the past five years.

DOCUMENTATION of University Admission or Application.

Complete this application and return it along with the professional goals/rationale statement and letters of
recommendation to:

Sonoma State University

School of Education/Credentials Office
Stevenson Hall 1078

1801 E. Cotati Avenue

Rohnert Park, CA 94928

Signature of applicant Date
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