International Relations in the Federal Government 
In the federal government, many agencies employ individuals who work in IR-related fields:

	Agency
	Positions

	Department of State
	18,877*

	Department of Homeland Security
	18,131

	Department of Defense
	2,806

	Department of Justice
	2,428

	U.S. Agency for International Development
	2,413*

	Department of Commerce
	595

	Department of Agriculture
	389

	Department of Energy
	137


FULL-TIME AND PERMANENT POSITIONS, FEDSCOPE, AS OF MARCH 2007

*2007 WHere the JOBS are REport by national academy of public administration

and Partnership for Public Service
Federal Employers Can Help You Repay Your Student Loans:

· Agencies are authorized to help repay up to $10,000 of a loan per year, up to $60,000 total per employee.  

· An employee who receives student loan repayments must commit to remaining in the service of the federal government for at least three years.

· In 2006, the federal government provided 5,755 employees with $36 million in loan repayment.
IR Job Profiles in the Federal Government
Here are examples of recent job openings.  Explore and apply now at www.usajobs.opm.gov
Political Analyst

Salary Range: $44,465 – $86,801 per year

Duty Locations:  Washington, DC

Job Summary: The CIA is the mainstay of the nation's intelligence — and analysis is its product, providing crucial information to officials needed for making decisions on matters of national security. The daily work and the expertise CIA employees develop through training and experiences contribute to a process that is critical to the nation’s safety.
Major Duties: The specialist will support U.S. policymakers by evaluating the goals and motivations of foreign governments and entities. He/she will examine society, political and decision making processes, strengths and weaknesses of their strategies, and the implications  on U.S. interests. There are opportunities for language training, analytic and management training, rotational assignments within the Agency, and foreign travel once enough job experience is acquired.  Visit: www.cia.gov  
DHS Attaché

Salary Range: $111,676 - $145,400 per year
Duty Locations:  Mexico City, Mexico

Job Summary: The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) is the unifying core for the vast networks of organizations involved in efforts to secure our nation. This position is located in the Office of International Affairs at the U.S. embassy in Mexico City. Applicants must be eligible for a top secret security clearance as well as be fluent in Spanish, speaking and writing.
Major Duties: The senior attaché is expected to be a focal point for issues of U.S. National security at his current post. He or she is an advisor to the U.S. ambassador, coordinates all law enforcement activities with the foreign government, and is a critical liaison between the embassy and the foreign government. Visit: www.dhs.gov

Agricultural Economist

Salary Range: $62,886 - $97,213 per year

Duty Locations:  Washington, DC

Job Summary: The Department of Agriculture’s Economic 

Research Service strives to improve the decision-making process

used for issues relating to agriculture, food, natural resources, and

rural development.  

Major Duties: The person in this position will research and analyze 

U.S. and global economic and policy factors that affect agricultural 

markets and trade.  Visit:  www.usda.gov
Foreign Service Officer 

Duty Locations: WORLDWIDE

· The State Department’s FSOs advocate American foreign 

policy, protect American citizens, and promote American business 

interests globally.

· Each FSO chooses one of five career tracks-
Consular Affairs, Economic Affairs, Management Affairs, 

Political Affairs, and Public Diplomacy.

· Beginning 9/07 the FSO test will be offered 32 times a year on a 

· first come first serve basis through online registration. 

(Suggested reading in preparation:

 http://careers.state.gov/docs/3-0-0_FSO_readinglist.pdf)

· For full details, visit: http://careers.state.gov/officer/index.html
Examples of Internships

An internship at the U.S. Department of State is an opportunity for you to get an insider’s view at the various types of positions and responsibilities available in IR. Some interns work in Washington, DC, and others have the opportunity to work at an embassy overseas. Positions are both paid and unpaid, and many are available during spring, summer and fall.  Applicants must be U.S. citizens and accepted or enrolled as a degree-seeking student in at least their junior year.  Interns must serve for at least ten weeks.  

Visit: http://careers.state.gov/students/programs.html#TRP
The National Security Agency’s Intelligence Analysis Summer Program offers college upperclassmen the chance to work in a multi-faceted cryptologic discipline that involves research, analysis and the sharing of findings.  It is an intensive 12-week program intended for highly-qualified college juniors, and consists of formal classroom instruction, workshops, and on- and off- site facilities tours.  This training is combined with an apprenticeship with senior NSA analysts.  Internships are paid and are for a minimum of twelve weeks.  Applicants must be U.S. citizens and must have a minimum cumulative grade point average of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale.  Applicants must also be able to receive a security clearance.  Visit: http://www.nsa.gov/careers/students_1.cfm
Find and Apply to Federal Jobs Online

MakingtheDifference.org provides valuable information and resources about job and internship opportunities in the federal government. On the site you’ll find more information about federal agencies, an overview of the benefits of federal service, a directory of federal internships, “hot jobs” and “cool internships,” tips for finding and applying for federal jobs, and much more. Plus, you’ll see how federal employees are making a difference every day. 
USA Jobs at www.usajobs.opm.gov is a great place to begin your job search.  Because it is administered by the U.S. Office of Personnel Management, the federal government’s human resources agency, it has a frequently updated listing of federal job openings.  You can also build your resume and learn about the federal jobs that best match your interests.


Federal Agencies that 


send employees overseas include:


Dept. of Agriculture


Dept. of Commerce


Dept. of Defense


Dept. of the Air Force


Dept. of the Army


Dept. of the Navy


Dept. of State


U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID)


Peace Corps


U.S. Information Agency


For more information, visit:


� HYPERLINK "http://www.usajobs.opm.gov/EI10.asp" ��http://www.usajobs.opm.gov/EI10.asp�











The Partnership for Public Service is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that works to revitalize the federal government by inspiring a new generation to serve and by transforming the way government works.   
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