Proposal Application, MA/MS in Interdisciplinary Studies, 8

INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING THE ITDS ACADEMIC PROGRAM PROPOSAL 

1. Check with the coordinator (or the website) to find out submission due dates for each semester.

2. The ITDS Academic Program Proposal has these sections:

	i.
	 COVER PAGES

	I.
	 ACADEMIC INFORMATION

	II.
	LIST OF COURSES

	III.
	PROPOSED TITLE OF YOUR FINAL PROJECT

	IV.
	ADVISORS' SIGNATURES  & GRADUATE COORDINATOR SIGNATURES

	V.
	APPLICANT’S SIGNATURES

	VI.
	WRITTEN ESSAY


3. Be sure to consult with your Academic Program Advisors about your ITDS Program Proposal.

4. FORMAT OF THE PROPOSAL
A. The title of your program should not exceed 65 characters, including spaces and punctuation marks.  (The reason for this limitation is that 65 is the number of characters that will fit on a diploma.)

B. Your written essay should not exceed five double-spaced, typewritten pages.  

C. The five-page limit applies only to the written essay; it does not include the bibliography, letters of recommendation, Special Studies and Internship forms, transcripts, or other documents.

D. The pages of your written essay and bibliography must be numbered.

5. Bibliography should be APA format  http://libguides.sonoma.edu/content.php?pid=9403
6. The Review process. Filing a program proposal with the ITDS Coordinator does not assure your acceptance in a Master’s program in Interdisciplinary Studies. Each proposal must be reviewed by the ITDS Committee. After your program is reviewed, the ITDS Coordinator will inform you of the Committee’s evaluation.  The Committee may recommend approval or conditional approval of your proposal, it may request that you rework and resubmit your proposal, or it may reject the proposal.

7. Attached below are: ITDS Program Proposal cover pages, Sections I-V, and an outline for what to cover in Section VI. Written Essay.

INSTITUTE OF INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 

Sonoma State University

Rohnert Park, California 94928

 

PROPOSAL APPLICATION 

MASTER OF ARTS OR MASTER OF SCIENCES IN INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
 

SUBMIT TWO (2) TYPEWRITTEN COPIES OF THIS APPLICATION TO THE 

ITDS COORDINATOR AT SONOMA STATE UNIVERSITY, ROHNERT PARK, CA 94928.
 

 

COVER PAGE

 

	Name 
	
	Telephone 
	

	Address 
	
	City/Zip 
	


	E-mail address
	


	Title of Program
	

	


	Type of degree (Master of Arts or Master of Sciences)
	


I hereby certify that this application has been submitted in completed form by the deadline.

	
	
	
	

	
	ITDS Coordinator
	
	Date application was received

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Submission deadline

	I.
	 ACADEMIC INFORMATION



	
	A.
	Colleges attended



	Name
	From/to
	Major
	Degree/Year

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	
	B. 
	Overall GPA ________

	
	C.   
	Grade point average for last 60 units ______(attach copy of all transcripts)

	
	D.   
	Honors and Achievements


	
	E.    
	References: supply the names of two persons whose letters of recommendation you have included in this application

	
	
	1.
	_____________________________________________________

Name                                                                        Title or profession  

_____________________________________________________

Address


	
	
	2.
	_____________________________________________________

Name                                                                       Title or profession  

_____________________________________________________

Address



	II.
	LIST OF COURSES


	Institution
	Dept.
	Course 
    #
	Title
	Units
	Semester/Year to be taken
	Grade

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	TOTAL
	
	
	


Supplementary Courses

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	III. 



	PROPOSED TITLE OF YOUR FINAL PROJECT

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________




	IV.
	ADVISORS' SIGNATURES.  The signatures of the members of your advisory committee should appear below.   


To the Chair of the Advisory Committee:  Would you please briefly comment on this proposal with respect to the criteria listed below.

•The clarity with which the subject or topic is described.

•The interdisciplinary character of the subject and the balance of courses between disciplines.

•A convincing justification of the courses with reference to the program’s subject and title.

•The strength of the proposal as a degree program.

•The likelihood that the applicant can complete the program.  Consider both your knowledge of the applicant’s motivation and academic skills and the probability that the courses needed for the program will be offered within a reasonable period of time. 

	A.
	Chair:
	
	
	

	
	
	Print name
	
	Signature

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Department/Program
	
	Date


Chair’s statement :

ADVISORS' SIGNATURES (cont.)

	B.
	Other members
	
	
	

	1.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Print name
	
	Signature

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Department/Program
	
	Date


	2.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Print name
	
	Signature

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Department/Program
	
	Date


	V.
	I understand that my submission of this application does not in any way imply that the application is approved or that I am admitted to the Master’s Program in Interdisciplinary Studies.


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Student's signature

	
	Date


ADDITIONAL SIGNATURES

NOTE TO GRADUATE COORDINATORS: Your signature indicates that you consider the graduate courses chosen from your Department’s curriculum, and in particular the Research Methods course,  to be appropriate to the applicant’s program, that you have suggested courses where appropriate, and that the applicant has included all core-course pre-requisites either as core or supplementary courses.  Space has been provided should you wish to comment on the student’s proposal.

	1.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Print name
	
	Signature

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Department/Program
	
	Date


Comment:

	2.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Print name
	
	Signature

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Department/Program
	
	Date


Comment:

	3.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Print name
	
	Signature

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Department/Program
	
	Date


Comment:

	4.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Print name
	
	Signature

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Department/Program
	
	Date


Comment:

	5.
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Print name
	
	Signature

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Department/Program
	
	Date


Comment:

NOTE TO THE DEPARTMENT CHAIR OF THE CHAIR OF THE APPLICANT’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE: Your signature indicates your awareness and approval of your Department member’s participation as the Chair of this applicant’s Advisory Committee.

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Print name
	
	Signature

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Department/Program
	
	Date


Comment:

 VI.  WRITTEN ESSAY

The proposal must be accompanied by a written essay.  The major portion of this essay will cover the subject and title of your program, your goals for the program, a description and justification of the courses on your course list, and the final project.

NOTE: Be sure that your proposal fulfills the following criteria:

1.  The course work you have chosen should support your stated goals for the program

2. Your course work should support each aspect of the title of your program?  For instance, if the title of your program is, Elderly Fitness: Public Policy Implications, your course list should probably include courses from the disciplines of Kinesiology, Gerontology, and Public Administration.

3.  The course work should be of a substance, coherence, and breadth equivalent to those of a Master’s program in a single subject?

4.  The final project should be a logical outcome of the course work?

Keep the above questions in mind when composing your essay. 

A.
Subject and Goals.  Your program must have a focus that goes beyond that of a single discipline.  The title of your program must express this interdisciplinary focus.  Begin your essay with a statement of the subject of your program.  You may choose to precede this statement with a description of your background or a particular social, economic, or historical condition relevant to your proposal, then go on to state the program’s topic and its general features.  


In addition to describing the program’s topic, you should also state your goals or ambitions for the program: what you want to learn or what you want the course work to prepare you to do.  By the end of this initial portion of the essay, you should have stated the subject of the program, described your hopes and expectations of it, and provided any relevant background information, including a description of the interests, experience and training that have prepared you to undertake the program.

B.  
Courses.  The courses you have chosen will be judged by their relevance to the subject of your program and your stated goals.  Also keep in mind that an interdisciplinary course of study requires the same standards of coherence, substance, and breadth found in an established Master's Degree program in a single subject in a Liberal Arts Institution.  Describe the courses in your course list from the standpoints of what they contribute to the study of the subject of your program and how they meet the standards stated above.  


In describing your courses, you may group them according to field or subject area, or you may present them individually.  List and explain any supplementary courses that are not included in the 30-32 units of required courses.

C.  Final Project. 

1.
Topic of the Final Project.  The topic of the Final Project must be an obvious outcome of your stated goals and course work; it must bring together the various aspects of your course of study.  It must also be limited enough to accomplish within the given time and unit constraints.  

2.  
Type of Final Project.  The final project may consist of a thesis, a creative project, a curriculum project, or an investigative or research project.  For definitions of these terms, consult the Guidelines for Master's Theses and Projects, available in the Graduate Studies Office (and on line).

3.
Description of Final Project.  Include a description of the proposed Final Project, including the specific hypothesis to be tested or goal of a creative project.  When appropriate, describe the theoretical framework, methodologies, and type of data to be used.  Consider also the significance of the field chosen for the thesis.

4.
Resources and Facilities.  Include a list of resources and facilities to be used and individuals to be consulted in preparation of the thesis or project.  These could include libraries, research or museum facilities, collections, data banks, consultants on and off campus, agencies, etc. List the departments, institutions or other affiliations for persons to be consulted.

5.
Bibliography.  Provide a bibliography to be used in preparation for the thesis, investigative or research project or, when appropriate, the creative project.  The bibliography should include basic background sources in relevant areas and must include current research. The bibliography shall be extensive and thorough.  It should include references to both books and journal articles.  The bibliographic style should be appropriate to the discipline. 

6.
Relationship of Course Work to the Final Project.  Your course work should support your program as a whole, rather than just the Final Project.  It is relatively broad in its scope and provides information, concepts and skills in the fields of study that constitute your program.  It is in your Final Project that you apply what you have learned in your course work to a specific but narrowly defined aspect of the broader field covered by your program.  It allows for a full exploration or practical demonstration of the tools you have acquired.

D.
Justification of your program in ITDS.  The justification of your program should cover the following points:

1.
The appropriateness of ITDS, as opposed to a single discipline, for the course of study you have chosen.  

2.
The specific academic reasons why the proposed program of study cannot be pursued through an existing Master's program at SSU or other service area university.  It is your responsibility to consult the catalogs of SSU and other service area universities to determine if there are such programs.

E.
Additional Resources.  List the names and departments of appropriate faculty members, in addition to the members of your Committee, who are available for consultation. (You are urged to consult with such faculty members during the planning of the program of study.)  Also list the names of any persons outside of campus who are expert in your program area and are available for consultation.


