2005 LABOR AND SOCIAL ACTION CONFERENCE

Friday, October 14



Spreckles Performing Arts Center - 5409 Snyder Lane, Rohnert Park

6:30 pm

Check-in  (Lobby, Spreckles Performing Arts Center)






5409 Snyder Lane, Rohnert Park)

7:30 pm

Evening program with Michael Franti

Musician/composer Michael Franti has spent much of his career merging hip-hop, rock and reggae stylings with socially conscious songs.  In 2004, armed with an acoustic guitar and a video camera, Franti traveled to Baghdad, Gaza and the West Bank to learn about the human cost of war.  Michael Franti will show the film, “I Know I’m not Alone,” perform and be available for Q & A.

Saturday, October 15



Sonoma State University – 1801 East Cotati Ave, Rohnert Park

8:30 – 9:00 am
Check-in (Quad in front of Salazar)

9:00 – 10:30
Workshops Session 1 (Salazar)

Accountable Development
The Next Step in Smart Development  - Salazar 2014
In 2000-2001 California state government spent 8.7 million on economic development and cities spent 3.4 billion.  The accountable development movement in California is based upon the principle that when public monies are provided to private commercial development or when the taxpayers are asked to finance major infrastructure developments, public funding should encourage responsible or smart growth, and should promote equitable and sustainable economic development. This workshop is presented by the Sonoma County Accountable Development Coalition comprised of labor, environmental, affordable housing, and community-based organizations.

Presenters:

Sarah Muller is Associate Policy Director for Working Partnerships USA in San Jose.  At WPUSA, Ms. Muller’s research has focused primarily on health care and economic development.  Her work includes assisting in the creation of a state-wide health care proposal under SB480, a comprehensive historical review of the San Jose Redevelopment Agency with an emphasis on job quality and health care coverage, and an analysis of the regional economy.

Tim Frank is the Senior Policy Advisor for the Sierra Club’s Campaign to Build Healthy Communities.  This campaign is one of the Club’s four top priority national campaigns, and aims to foster the development of communities that use resources efficiently, encourage active living and provide a high quality of life for all residents and workers.  A central tenet of the campaign is that good public policy should support broadly shared access to good jobs, schools, affordable housing, transportation choices and open space.

Alex Lantsberg is a researcher with the Northern California Carpenters Regional Council (NCCRC), specializing in land use, economic analysis, and sustainable communities. The NCCRC represents 40,000 working carpenters, drywallers, millwrights, and piledrivers in California’s northern 46 counties.  His major written works include an economic impact analysis of the public costs of wage and benefit restructuring in California’s supermarket industry; a research and funding agenda for sustainable urban energy planning on behalf of the California Energy Commission, and a primer on sustainable water infrastructure planning for the Common Assets Defense Fund.  Previously, Alex worked as an environmental justice organizer in San Francisco.

Craig Litwin is co-director of Sonoma County Conservation Action, the largest environmental organization in the North Bay.  He was reelected in 2004 for a second term to the Sebastopol City Council and is a member of the Green Party.  He served as mayor when the Council implemented the first living wage ordinance and the first jobs-housing linkage fee in Sonoma County.  The Council is now considering the first community impact-reporting requirement for large commercial development in the county.

Martin Bennett teaches American and California history at Santa Rosa Junior College.  He is a member of the Executive Board of the North Bay Labor Council and serves on the board of Sonoma County Conservation Action.  He is the E.D. for New Economy, Working Solutions (NEWS), a nonprofit advocacy organization that seeks to promote greater equity and fairness in the regional economy through policy research, public education, leadership training, and community organizing.  He writes regularly for the Press Democrat, Petaluma Argus-Courier, Sonoma West Times and other publications on labor and employment issues.

The Freedom to Choose a Union – Salazar 2019
This workshop will focus on the difficulties that labor organizations face in organizing workers both locally and nationally. We will have local examples from the healthcare workers, farm-workers and Operating Engineers/garbage workers from Petaluma. We will discuss the tactics that are used by employers to discourage workers from joining or forming unions, both legal and illegal. We will also discuss the laws that are in place to protect workers and the lack of enforcement of those laws.

Moderator: Steve Benjamin is a former union organizer and business manager of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 551 and a union member for 25 years.  He is an Executive Board member of the NBLC and is presently Field Representative for Assemblymember Noreen Evans.

(cont.)

Presenters: 

United Farm Workers 

Gallo workers 

Casimiro Alvarez, a former farm worker in the mushroom industry, was recruited by the UFW to serve as the Contract Administrator (Union Representative) in the Central Coast Region of California.  In May of 2004 Casimiro relocated to the North Coast to serve as the Regional Director of the region.

Roberto Garcia graduated from U.C. Santa Barbara in 2003 with a degree in physical anthropology. He then went on to study law at Whittier Law School for one year before taking a leave to join the UFW as the Contract Administrator in the North Coast Region.

EmpireWaste 

Kirk Siedentopf has worked at Empire Waste for 8 years and is a member of the Negotiating Committee.

Carlos Martinez has worked at Empire Waste for 6 years and is a member of the Negotiating Committee.

Rafa Martin has worked for Empire Waste for 23 years and is a member of the Negotiating Committee.

Tom Johnson has worked for Empire Waste for 19 years as a Master Mechanic and is a member of the Negotiating Committee.

HK Pang is a member Operating Engineers, Local 3 for 31 years and has worked for the Local for 17 years.

SEIU United Healthcare Workers 

Steve Sadawi is Lead Organizer in Sonoma County.  He has led numerous campaigns to organize healthcare workers throughout California, as well as Las Vegas, Denver and Washington State. Steve started his organizing career in the mid 1990s with the Hotel Employees and Restaurant Employees Union in Los Angeles, after “temporarily” leaving his PhD studies at the University of Southern California.

Countering Military Recruitment and the Draft

Know Your Rights – Salazar 2020

This workshop will involve the presentation of draft law information and selective service requirements as well as the “opt out” process, current bills in the legislation and information about Delayed Enlistment Separations and active duty military separations.  We will discuss how to begin and maintain a conscientious objector file and the process of examining and documenting your personal belief system.  We will also discuss current struggles by active duty military personnel as well as the phenomenal response and growing resistance from military families in Crawford, Texas and nationally.  An overview will be given of the growing resistance from within the military and the impact of “stop loss.”

Presenter: 

Elizabeth Stinson is current Director of the Peace and Justice Center of  Sonoma County, and member of the Military Law Task Force and Therapists for Social Justice.  She is an Advocate for youth rights as well as human rights.  Elizabeth was in Crawford, Texas, counseling active duty personnel and their family members who came to Crawford, Texas, and camped at Camp Casey.

Schwarzenegger’s Special Election – Salazar 2021
This workshop will detail the latest news on the November special election and the campaign to fight back against the Governor’s agenda to undermine working peoples’ political power. 

Moderator: Gary Ravani has been a classroom teacher for 30 years after graduating and receiving a teaching credential from SSU.  He is President of the Petaluma Federation of Teachers and a Vice-president of the CA Federation of Teachers.

Presenters: 

Ken Burt is the political director of the California Federation of Teachers and is deeply involved in the November 2005 special election.

Pamela Torliatt has been a Petaluma City Councilmember since 1996 and serves on numerous local and regional boards and commissions.  She is now a candidate for the State Assembly.

Pat Wiggens served on the Santa Rosa City Council for four years and in the State Assembly for six years.  She is running for the Second Senate District in 2006.  

Labor in Iraq / U.S. Labor Against the War

Building Bridges of Solidarity  -  Salazar 2025

Should Labor get involved in foreign policy?  What impact does the war and occupation of Iraq have on workers in the U.S.?  What’s the situation of unions in Iraq?  How can American workers show solidarity with Iraqi workers?  Won’t there be chaos if the U.S. leaves Iraq before Iraqis can defend themselves?  These and other questions will be addressed by the presenters.

Presenters:

Michael Eisenscher, National Organizer of U.S. Labor Against the War (USLAW)

David Bacon, independent labor journalist and photographer

10:45 – 12:15    Workshops Session II   (Salazar)

The Future of the Labor Movement – Salazar 2014

Given the decline of union membership and the recent split of the AFL-CIO what is the future for organized labor? 

Moderator:  Alex Mallonee is Secretary Treasurer of the North Bay Central Labor Council and President of the Letter Carriers Union Branch 183. 

(cont.)

Presenters:

Caitlin Vega is a legislative advocate working for the California Labor Federation in Sacramento. Currently she is working with the Napa-Solano Labor Council on the No on 75 campaign. Prior to working for the Labor Federation she was a business agent for the Teamsters and for SEIU.

David Bacon is a labor journalist who covered the AFL-CIO convention.

Paul Kaplan has been a rank and file SEIU activist for 20 years and past president of SEIU Local 707. He is a delegate to the Central Labor Council and works as a printer for Sonoma County Office of Education.

GE-Free Sonoma County: Taking Back our Commons and

Challenging Corporate Power  -  Salazar 2019

This workshop examines the very real threat of harm from contamination by genetically engineered crops – to local farms and food supply, to our natural environment, to human health, and to our local economy – and strategies to ban GE crops.  We will also explore organizing strategies for building long-term progressive coalitions, shift power from corporations to communities, and increase local democracy.

Presenter:
Daniel Solnit is Campaign Coordinator for GE-Free Sonoma County, a local initiative campaign to place a 10 year moratorium on growing genetically engineered crops in Sonoma County.  He is also founder and director of the Institute for Local Economic Democracy, and is a political organizer, writer and trainer, focusing on sustainability, global justice, campaign reform and strategic organizing and movement building with over twenty-five years experience in a variety of grassroots movements and organizations.

Policy Analysis – Local Consequences of the Global Economy  -

Warren Auditorium

Students in the first semester of the Hutchins Master’s Program at SSU will report on social and environmental consequences of the global economy.  They will address these questions: What exactly is the problem? What is the tie-in to the global economy? Who are the players (individuals and institutions) in this? Who controls the decision-making process?

Moderator: Francisco H. Vazquez, Ph.D., Director of the Hutchins Institute for Public Policy Studies and Community Action

Presenters are enrolled in ITDS 510A Critical Inquiry: A Preparation for Action and Change.

Peter Bruck – The social and environmental impacts of residential construction based on building size and types of materials used.  

Ben Newman – Effect of big box corporate chain stores on local business: focus on Stanroy Music Center in downtown Santa Rosa.

Amy Rider – The impact of building development on hydrologic cycles in Sonoma County.

Kathy Taylor – Global capitalism, the media and the consequences for people with disabilities.

Robin West – Local consequences of internationally financed energy projects based on fossil fuels.

Andrea Williams – The impact of local school garden movements on global capitalism.         

Corporate Media Lies – 9/11, Voter Fraud and Empire - Salazar  2020       

This workshop will discuss why corporate media doesn’t cover important news stories like voter fraud in 2004, 911 unanswered questions, and untold stories in Iraq.  Building independent media will also be discussed.

Moderator:  Peter Phillips is SSU professor of Sociology and Director of Project Censored.

Presenters: 

Melanie Bourassa is a Project Censored intern, a senior with an Environmental Studies major who is hoping to attend graduate school at University of Colorado at Boulder studying environmental social science.

Sandy Brown has been a Project Censored intern for two years.  She is a senior with a Communication Studies/Sociology major and a former radio DJ, a social reform activist and a mom.

Kelly Fabela is a Project Censored intern with prior experience with SSU’s radio station KSUN.  She is a Communications major with an emphasis on Broadcast Journalism.

Engaging the Faith Community in the Social Justice Movement  - Salazar 2021

The high water mark of the progressive movement in the U.S. was the success of the civil rights struggle.  The key feature of this remarkable cultural achievement was the deep engagement of the religious community.  This workshop will explore the core principles animating a “Network of Spiritual Progressives,” discuss the ways that secular activists often drive away needed support from the religious community through a reflexive hostility toward open religious expression, and how to open a space for the engagement of the faith community.

Moderator:  Ben Boyce is coordinator for the Living Wage Coalition, graduate of SSU with a Master’s in Public Administration.

Presenters: John Norris is Director of Development for the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of San Francisco, Deacon at St. James Catholic Church, former E.D. of the Sonoma County Task Force on the Homeless.

(cont.)

Tim Kellgren is Pastor of Elim Lutheran Church in Petaluma.

Blythe Sawyer is Pastor of Petaluma United Church of Christ

Michael Robinson is Rabbi Emeritus of Shomrei Torah Temple, charter member of Living Wage Coalition and ACLU Activist of the Year 2005.

Fr. Ray Decker is Pastor Emeritus, former public policy director for the Diocese of Oakland.

12:15 – 2:15   Lunch and Career Fair in the Commons

Union representatives, community based programs, non-profits and social action groups will be onsite to discuss career opportunities, experiences and make suggestions about their field at the Career Fair.

2:30 - 4:45   Plenary/Panel Discussion

Building a New Progressive Movement in the U.S.

(Warren Auditorium)

with

Bill Domhoff

Bill Domhoff is a Research Professor at the University of California, Santa Cruz. He earned his Ph.D. at the University of Miami and has been teaching at the University of California, Santa Cruz, since 1965. Four of his books are among the top 50 best sellers in sociology for the years 1950 to 1995: Who Rules America? (1967), The Higher Circles (1970), The Powers That Be (1979), and Who Rules America Now? (1983). More recently, he is the author of The Power Elite And The State: How Policy Is Made In America (1990), State Autonomy or Class Dominance? Case Studies On Policy Making in America (1996), Changing The Powers That Be: How The Left Can Stop Losing and Win (2003).

Assemblywoman Noreen Evans

Assemblywoman Noreen Evans represents Napa County and portions of Sonoma and Solano counties in the CA State Assembly.  Previously, she served on the Santa Rosa City Council for eight years where she championed issues such as environmental protection, neighborhood revitalization, economic development and campaign finance reform.  She is a founding member of a Coalition for a Better Sonoma County, a group of labor, environmental and social justice activists.

Chereesse Thymes 

Chereese Thymes is the Executive Director of the Partnership for Working Families, a national organization dedicated to building the capacity of labor-community coalitions to reshape the local economic development debate so that communities receive tangible outcomes from development.  Prior to joining The Partnership, she was the Legislative Assistant to the Secretary of California’s Technology, Trade and Commerce Agency.  She analyzed legislation and provided policy recommendations to the Secretary on economic development issues.  Her analyses were used to inform then Governor Davis’ decisions regarding key legislation.  Ms. Thymes is a former Senate Fellow and worked two years in the California state legislature before her appointment to the Davis Administration.

Ken Burt

Kenneth Burt is the political director of the California Federation of Teachers and is deeply involved in the November 2005 special election.  A graduate of Harvard University, Burt was the first Carey McWilliams Fellow at the University of California, Berkeley.  He is also a board member of the Pat Brown Institute of Public Affairs and has written on labor, the left, and coalition politics in California. 

4:45 - 5:00   Evaluations, networking in Warren Auditorium

