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creDentiaLs Office 

Stevenson Hall 1078, (707) 664-2832

Departments and Programs

Detailed program information can be found in the departments, 
which are listed in alphabetical order following this section. 

curriculum studies and secondary education Department 

single subject credential, single subject intern credential 
(eDss courses) 

integrated programs in english, Kinesiology, music, and 
mathematics 

master of arts in education: curriculum, teaching, and 
Learning (eDct courses) 

Literacy studies and elementary education Department

multiple subject credential, multiple subject intern creden-
tial (eDms courses)

BcLaD (Bilingual spanish), multiple subject credential 
(eDms-B) courses 

master of arts in education: early childhood education 
(eDec courses)

early childhood education certificate (eDec courses)

Ukiah multiple subject Outreach program 

reading certificate (eDrL courses)

reading specialist credential (eDrL courses)

master of arts in reading and Language (eDrL courses)

teaching credential subject matter preparation -  
elementary programs

american multicultural studies

environmental studies

Liberal studies (hutchins)

chicano and Latino studies

educational Leadership and special education Department 

education specialist credential (special education), mild/
moderate; moderate/severe Levels i and ii, intern (eDsp 
courses) 

administrative services credentials, Levels i and ii, intern 
(eDeL courses) 

master of arts in special education (eDsp courses)

master of arts in educational Leadership (eDeL courses) 

teaching credential subject matter preparation -  
secondary programs 

art 

english 

mathematics 

music 

physical education and adapted physical education 

science 

spanish 

social sciences

Other single subject areas through state approved tests

Undergraduate Integrated/Blended Degree  
and Credential Programs

The Integrated/Blended Degree and Credential Programs offer under-
graduate students the opportunity to earn a four-year baccalaureate 
degree and a teaching credential simultaneously. The undergraduate 
integrated degree and elementary credential programs are currently 
available for majors in American Multicultural Studies (AMCS) and 
Chicano and Latino Studies (CALS) leading to a Multiple Subject 
Credential. The undergraduate blended degree program is currently 
available for Track 3 majors in Hutchins Liberal Studies, leading to a 
Multiple Subject Credential. Students in these programs must receive 
advising about course sequence prior to, or very early in, their 
freshman year; enroll in an average of 15-18 units per semester; 
and be willing to take courses in at least one summer session. For 
Secondary Education, integrated programs are available for majors 
in English, Mathematics, Music, and Kinesiology leading to the Single 
Subject Credential. This option may be available to transfer students, 
depending on the program of interest. For more information contact 
the Integrated/Blended Credential Program advisor in the appropriate 
department and the Credentials Office in the School of Education. 

General Information

In all School of Education programs students are expected to meet 
and maintain high academic and performance standards, including 
all of the following (additional standards may be required by specific 
programs): 

• Maintenance of a 3.0 GPA in all professional education 
courses (including prerequisites);

• Successful completion of required field experiences;

• Successful presentation of a program portfolio prior to ad-
vancement to the final phase of the program and/or comple-
tion of the final field experience; and

edUCation
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• Effective July 2008 all credential candidates in Multiple 
Subjects and Single Subjects will be required to success-
fully complete the Performance Assessment for California 
Teachers.  

The Multiple Subject and Single Subject Credential authorize the 
teaching of students at various stages of English language develop-
ment and from a variety of cultural backgrounds. 

Individuals interested in teaching at the elementary school level 
should choose one of the following program emphases, Multiple 
Subject Credential or Multiple Subject Credential BCLAD. Both of 
these program emphases lead to a credential that authorizes the 
holder to teach in a self-contained classroom, kindergarten through 
grade 12. 

The Single Subject Credential authorizes the holder to teach a 
particular subject in a school organized by academic disciplines, 
kindergarten through grade 12. Since most elementary schools are 
not departmentalized, this credential, in general, is appropriate for 
the middle school and high school teacher candidate (art, music, 
and physical education candidates may actually teach K-12). 

The Education Specialist (special education) Credentials, Level 
I and Level II, are offered for Mild/Moderate and Moderate/Severe 
disabilities and authorize the holder to provide services in K-12 spe-
cial day classes (SDC) or resource specialist program classes (RSP). 

Individuals possessing a basic teaching credential may enter pro-
grams leading to specialist or service credentials. These advanced 
credentials authorize the holder to perform specialized roles in 
public schools. 

Master of Arts in Education programs are designed with both 
full-time and part-time students in mind. Some master’s degree 
programs may be taken concurrently with advanced credential 
programs. 

Note: Program requirements change periodically, and current 
information may not be available in this catalog. For more detailed 
information on credentials and other education programs, please 
see the University’s special bulletins and the School of Education’s 
current program brochures and policy statements, or visit the 
Education website, www/sonoma.edu/education. 

Credentials Office

The Credentials Office serves as the admissions and records center 
for all programs offered in the School of Education and is respon-
sible for the recommendation of teaching and service credentials. 
Credentials analysts and staff are available to provide  application 
information and credential information to prospective students, 
continuing students, out of state teachers/administrators, University 
constituents, and the University service area in general. 

Career Outlook

California faces the daunting task of replacing 300,000 teachers 
over the next ten years. Newly credentialed teachers are generally 
finding jobs rather rapidly today throughout the state, with equally 
good prospects for the future. Currently shortages of credentialed 

teachers exist in mathematics, science, special education, Span-
ish, and bilingual education. In addition, graduates of the School of 
Education find positions in community agencies and in the private 
sector. 

Basic Teaching Credential Programs

Basic teaching credentials include Multiple Subject, Multiple Subject 
BCLAD, Single Subject, and Education Specialist Level I Credentials. 
The basic authorization to teach in the California public schools 
requires all the following:

• Possession of a bachelor’s degree;

• Verification of appropriate subject matter competency, 
either completion of an approved subject matter prepara-
tion program or passage of appropriate state-approved 
examination(s);

• Basic Skills Requirement met via appropriate option;

• Completion of a college-level course or college-level exami-
nation that covers the U.S. Constitution. POLS 200 or 202 at 
SSU will meet the requirement;

• Completion of a state-approved program of professional 
teacher education;

• Valid Adult, Child, Infant CPR card (Single Subject and Multiple 
Subject only); and

• RICA (Multiple Subject and Education Specialist level 1 only).

Note: Students should consult with the Credentials Office during 
their first semester on campus if they plan to pursue a teaching cre-
dential. Students admitted to a credential program should contact 
the Credentials Office for any changes in requirements. 

California State University Requirements for Admission to 
Basic Teaching Credential Preparation Programs

All credential candidates must complete the following before admis-
sion to the professional preparation programs: 

1. Admission to the University;

2. Submission of application to a basic credential program 
through the School of Education;

3. Professional Goals Statement;

4. Grade point average of 2.75 in last 60 units of attempted 
course work or a 2.67 overall grade point average;

5. Basic Skills Requirement met or in progress via appropriate 
option;

6. Two letters of recommendation;

7. Verification of appropriate subject matter competency 
completed or in progress (requirement depends on type of 
credential sought);

8. Submission of negative TB test dated within 12 months of 
application to the program;
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9. Filing of the application for a Certificate of Clearance, which 
includes fingerprinting;

10. Demonstration of aptitude, personality, and character traits 
that satisfy the standards of the teaching profession. As-
sessment of these qualities will be made by the School of 
Education through evaluation of interviews, letters of recom-
mendation, candidates’ professional goals statement, and 
spontaneous writing sample;

11. Evidence of 45 hours of experience working with school-age 
children; and

12. Verification of understanding of professional responsibilities 
related to harassment, child neglect or abuse, and discrimi-
nation.  Successful completion of the Legal Seminar and 
assessment offered in the School of Education meets this 
requirement.

Some students may be admitted to basic teaching credential 
programs who have not met one or more of the above requirements 
when such students have compensating strengths in other required 
areas. 

Note: Additional program-specific admission requirements are 
listed with each program description, available from the School of 
Education Credentials Office. 

Procedures for Admission to Basic Teaching  
Credential Preparation Programs

The Credentials Office provides information regarding admissions 
requirements and dates for application to programs in the School of 
Education. 

Obtain application packets and additional information from the 
Credentials Office, Stevenson 1078, or on the website,  
www.sonoma.edu/education. Submit to the Credentials Office, 
Stevenson 1078.

Continuation In Basic Teaching Credential Preparation Programs 

1. All education students are required to meet each semester 
with an education advisor. 

2. Students must successfully complete all requirements for 
each program phase—including coursework, practica, and 
student teaching—before entering the subsequent phase. 

3. Students are expected to make continuous progress toward 
the credential while maintaining a grade point average of 
3.00 in professional education courses after entry into the 
credential program. Incomplete grades (I) and grades of C- or 
below in professional education courses must be removed 
and statutory requirements met prior to continuing enrollment 
in courses. 

4. Candidates who must delay progress in the professional 
education program may file a written request with the 
program coordinator for an extended program or for a leave 
of absence. A student returning from a program delay will 
be subject to the screening requirements in effect at the 

time of reentry and will be accommodated as space allows. 
Any student on academic probation is subject to automatic 
disqualification as a credential candidate. 

Clearing a Preliminary Credential

If you hold a California preliminary multiple subject, single subject, or 
education specialist credential and you have questions about com-
pleting requirements to clear the credential, please visit the School 
of Education website at www.sonoma.edu/education and look under 
“Student Support” for information or contact the Credentials Office at 
credentials.office@sonoma.edu. 

Master of Arts in Education

Description of M.A. in Education Programs

Sonoma State University’s School of Education offers five advanced 
credential programs and five areas of concentration within the 
Master of Arts in Education degree. Each of these programs reflects 
the philosophy, purpose, and goals of the School of Education 
Conceptual Framework, developed by the School of Education fac-
ulty. In our M.A. programs students critically examine educational 
theories and research through a variety of empirical, theoretical, 
and cultural lenses to develop an informed educational vision and 
innovative pedagogy in a variety of educational settings. Students 
have the opportunity to collaborate with faculty and colleagues 
to examine and influence current educational practice through 
research, project development, and advocacy. We expect graduates 
to emerge from their work at Sonoma State University as leaders in 
their field and agents of change. 

The five M.A. in Education areas of concentration offered at 
Sonoma State University are: 

• Curriculum, Teaching, and Learning (see Department of 
Curriculum Studies and Secondary Education);

• Early Childhood Education (see Department of Literacy 
Studies and Elementary Education);

• Educational Leadership (see Department of Educational 
Leadership and Special Education);

• Reading and Language (see Department of Literacy Studies 
and Elementary Education); and

• Special Education (see Department of Educational Leadership 
and Special Education).

Throughout their years in an M.A. program, students are required 
each semester to meet with the graduate advisor in their area of 
concentration to plan collaboratively their progress in the M.A. 
program. Students may also confer with other graduate program 
faculty and the Director of Graduate Studies for advice and guidance 
in their coursework and professional development. Students must 
maintain a 3.00 grade point average in all course work in the ap-
proved M.A. program as well as in all course work taken subsequent 
to admission in conditionally classified standing. 
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For more information about the M.A. in Education, read our M.A. 
Handbook online at www.sonoma.edu/education/Masters.htm.

Prerequisites for the M.A. in Education Program 

• A bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution;

• A cumulative upper-division and graduate grade point aver-
age of at least 3.00 and a grade point average of at least 
3.00 for previous work in education; and

 • A valid basic teaching credential (except in Curriculum, 
Teaching, and Learning and Early Childhood Education pro-
gram areas). 

Procedures for Applying to the M.A. in Education Program

1. Apply to the University as a graduate student;

2. Apply to the School of Education; and

3. Submit the following: 

a. A professional goals statement;

b. One set of official transcripts;

c. One photocopy of a valid basic teaching credential (except 
in CTL and ECE Programs); and

d. Two letters of reference attesting to academic potential 
and professional promise (except where otherwise noted). 

Pathways to Program Completion 

The M.A. program of study requires 30-36 semester units of course 
work, depending on the M.A. in Education pathway a student 
selects. There are three pathways to program completion, includ-
ing the thesis/project, cognate, and individualized examination. We 
encourage students to become knowledgeable about each of the 
pathways in order to pursue a program of study that meets their 
professional goals within their preferred style of learning. 

In all three pathways, graduate students take 18 units in the pro-
gram area of concentration and at least 6 units (EDUC 570 and 571) 
of M.A. core courses. All M.A. students work with a three-member 
committee, most closely with the committee chair, to complete a 
culminating activity, which is presented to the committee in a public 
forum. In addition to these points in common, there are distinct 
differences among the three pathways to program completion, as 
described below. 

Thesis/Project

The thesis/project pathway is a 30-unit course of study, including 18 
units in the student’s program area of concentration and 12 units of 
core courses (EDUC 570, 571, 598, and 599). In order to prepare for 
the thesis/project, students must take Education 598 (Developing a 
Thesis/Project) and 599 (Supervised Study for the Thesis/Project) as 
their final two courses in the M.A. program. 

The thesis is a written product of a systematic study of a signifi-
cant question, problem, or issue in education. The project is a writ-
ten document describing a significant undertaking appropriate to 

education. The thesis/project option requires an extensive write-up, 
including an in-depth literature review. Students must also present 
their thesis/project to their three-member committee in a public 
forum. Examples of a thesis investigation include process/product 
research, correlational study, action research, ethnographic study, 
historical study, or theoretical study. Examples of a project include 
curriculum design, professional development for educators, program 
design, a performance piece, or a creative project. 

Cognate

The cognate pathway is a 36-unit course of study, including 18 units 
in students’ program area of concentration, 9 units of core courses 
(EDUC 570, 571, and 572), and a 9-unit cognate course of study. 
The cognate course of study is a group of courses which students 
choose in consultation with a faculty advisor and/or committee 
chair, that allows students to examine areas of interest related to 
their M.A. concentration. In order to work with their three-member 
committee on the cognate project, students must take Education 
572 (Supervised Study for the Cognate Project) as their final course 
in the M.A. program. 

The cognate project (e.g., professional article, video, website, 
or field-based product) is a significant undertaking through which 
students connect their cognate course of study with the M.A. core 
courses, program concentration, and/or work in the field. The 
project displays understandings, practices, and theoretical perspec-
tives on the candidate’s program area of concentration and cognate 
course of study. Projects should arise out of candidates’ goals and 
professional interests and may take virtually any form. The project 
may address, for example, implications of the cognate course of 
study for the classroom, reflections on new teaching practices, 
response to scholarly research, or educational theory. A written 
reflection that includes the theoretical context for the project must 
be included. Students must present the completed project to their 
three-member committee in a public forum.

Individualized Examination

The individualized examination pathway is a 33-unit course of study, 
including 18 units in the students’ program area of concentration, 9 
units of core courses (EDUC 570, 571, and 573), and 6 units of elec-
tive courses. For the electives, students, in consultation with their 
faculty advisor and/or committee chair, choose courses which allow 
them to examine areas of interest related to the M.A. concentra-
tion and to focus on the examination area(s) of study that they have 
chosen. In order to work with their three-member committee as 
they prepare for the examination, students must take Education 573 
(Supervised Study for the Individualized Examination) as their final 
course in the M.A. program. 

The individualized examination addresses areas of study identi-
fied by the student in consultation with the student’s examination 
committee. The exam is written by the student’s committee (a chair 
plus two other members) and consists of four questions related to 
the student’s area(s) of study, including one question submitted in 
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advance to the committee by the student. When the student is ready 
to take the examination, he/she receives the questions from the 
chair and has 72 hours to complete the written examination and re-
turn it to the chair. Within two weeks of completing the examination, 
the student must meet with the committee for an oral examination 
in which the committee asks follow-up questions for clarification 
and elaboration. 

The Program Portfolio

In order to advance to candidacy, all students must complete a 
satisfactory program portfolio and present it to their committee. In 
most cases, this presentation occurs at the same meeting where 
the student presents a proposal for the culminating activity. The 
program portfolio contains artifacts (papers, projects, etc.) produced 
by the student throughout the M.A. program which demonstrate 
the student’s proficiency and growth in the areas listed below. The 
portfolio should be reflective in nature and should show personal, 
professional, and intellectual growth. It should also demonstrate 
how the student’s M.A. program has prepared the student to un-
dertake the culminating activity (thesis/project, cognate project, or 
individual examination). 

In the program portfolio, students are expected to demonstrate: 

• Personal, intellectual, and professional growth over the 
course of the M.A. program;

• Written language proficiency;

• Breadth and depth of knowledge in educational research;

• Breadth and depth of knowledge in the program area of 
concentration;

• Critical analysis of multiple historical, philosophical, and 
theoretical perspectives in education; and

• Evidence of planning toward the completion of the culminat-
ing activity (thesis/project, cognate project, or individualized 
examination). 

Requirements for Advancement to Candidacy

• Completion of M.A. core courses EDUC 570 and 571, and of 
M.A. area of concentration courses;

• Presentation and approval of program portfolio;

• Presentation of culminating activity proposal; and

• Filing of Advancement to Candidacy form (GSO 1) with School 
of Education Director of Graduate Studies. 

Requirements for the M.A. Degree in Education

M.A. students must complete all requirements as established by 
the School of Education, the SSU Graduate Studies Council; and the 
University, to include: 

1. Completion of an approved program consisting of a minimum 
of 30 units of upper-division and 500-level courses, as follows: 

a. a maximum of 12 units of upper division courses

b. not more than 9 semester units of transfer and/or exten-
sion credit

2. Filing of an Advancement to Candidacy form that verifies 
approval of the program portfolio, verifies writing proficiency, 
and describes the culminating project; and

3. Completion and final approval of culminating activity (thesis/
project, cognate project, or individualized examination). 

All requirements listed above must be completed within seven 
years (14 semesters) of the initiation of graduate study. 

M.A. Core Courses
two core courses are required for all m.a. in education program areas of 
concentration: 

EDUC 570 The Reflective Educator  3 

EDUC 571 Research Paradigms in Education  3

for students pursuing the thesis/project pathway, two other core courses are 
required: 

EDUC 598 Developing a Thesis/Project and 3 

EDUC 599 Supervised Study for Thesis/Project  3

for students pursuing the cognate pathway, one other core course is 
required: 

EDUC 572 Supervised Study for the Cognate Project  3

for students pursuing the individualized exam pathway, one other core 
course is required: 

EDUC 573 Supervised Study for the Individualized Examination  3

None of the M.A. core courses may be taken through Extended Education.


