Terrorism and the United States
Brandon Andrews
11th grade U.S. History

Lesson Overview- To gain a general understanding of terrorism as relating to the United States by defining terrorism, tracing its roots in the U.S. and by applying the gained information to determine which groups are terrorist organizations today.

Standards Addressed-


History/Social Science-



11.5.2:  Analyze international and domestic events that prompted attacks on civil liberties




…the Klu Klux Klan.



11.11:  Students analyze the major social problems and domestic policy issues in 




contemporary American society.



Chronological and special thinking:  4.  Students relate current events to the physical and




human characteristics of places and regions.

*  Disclaimer-  The standards were written before 9/11, so I have done my best to compile standards that would allow me to teach about terrorism and the United States.


English Language Learner (ELL) Strategies:


Use of supplementary materials:




Pictures, movement around the classroom that involves all students




in the discussion, visuals.



Adaptation of content:




Highlighted text, lecture guide.

Engaging Scenario: (10 minutes)

Take a stance activity.  Four different signs will be posted in the four corners of the classroom.  The signs will read: strongly agree, agree, disagree, or strongly disagree.  A series of questions will be posted and each member of the class will need to move to the corner of the classroom that is the closest to their opinion of the asked question.  Once everyone has chosen a corner the teacher will ask students to share why they chose the corner that they did.  This will be repeated until all of the statements have been posted.
Task Summary:   The students will…

(5-10 minutes)  
1.  Think about terrorism in the engaging scenario as the teacher guides them




towards the question “What is terrorism”?
(5 minutes)
2.  Come up with a class definition for the word terrorism.

(20-25 minutes)
3.  Take notes on “The entomology of terrorism as it relates to U.S. History” with help 



from the lecture guide.



     Use the notes to answer though provoking questions about terrorism provided in the




lecture guide.

(20 minutes)
4.  Be assigned to groups that will use the information in the notes and other sources to

create a  “terrorist test” for current organizations in the U.S. and abroad to determine if they are terrorist organizations.

(5 minutes)
5.  Apply the group “terrorist test” to different organizations for homework.  The


                    
directions will be provided on the same page as the “terrorist test” rubric.

(15-20 minutes)
6.  Follow up.  At the beginning of the next day groups will have time to meet together,




followed by a teacher led class discussion of their results.
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Group Rubric for Creating a Terrorist Test

Example of a type of question that your group may want to ask when trying to determine what makes a terrorist.

In the Capitol bombing of 1983 no one was killed or injured.


The question:  Do you have to kill or injured people in order to be considered a terrorist 




organization?

Example of how to take a question and convert it to a statement to be used on the terrorist test

If you believe that the capitol building bombing of 1983 was an act of terrorism you should phrase 

one of your statements like this:


 Uses methods such as bombing or sabotage to draw attention to 


       a greater cause.



If someone was taking this test than they would have to put a check mark in the box 



next to the question because this question did not ask if anyone was injured or killed



as a result of the method. 

On the other hand if your group does not believe that the students committed acts of terrorism you may want to phrase your statement like this:


 Kills or injures non military targets.



By phrasing the statement this way the group responsible for the capitol bombing would



not get a point because they did not kill or injure anyone.  Also this statement seems to 



differentiate between peacetime and war with the words military targets.

Once your test has been written

1. Select two different organizations from the list below from everyone else in your group.

2. Type up a final draft form of the group “Terrorist Test”.  Each group member must have two copies.

3. Research the two organizations that you selected and take the test.

4. Make sure to site your sources on the space provided on the test.  To see what happens if you do not site the sources, then check the rubric above.

Organizations
Irish Republic Army (IRA), the Nation  of Islam, Christian Identity, Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), Shining Path, People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA), the Revolutionary Communist Party, Macheteros, Posse Comitatus, the Weather Underground, the Christian Patriot Movement, Earth Liberation Front,
            Advanced                               Good	                     Needs improvement 	        Does not meet criteria








