Lewis and Clark - The Corps of Discovery
Grade 8 - U.S. History
 

Lesson Overview:
Students will review the Louisiana Purchase and the goals and expectations of the Corps of Discovery

History/Social Science Standards Addressed:
8.4.1- Describe the country's physical landscapes, political divisions, and territorial expansion during the terms of the first four presidents

8.8.2- Describe the purpose, challenges, and economic incentives associated with western expansion, including the concept of Manifest Destiny and the territorial acquisitions that spanned numerous decades

Language Arts Standards Addressed:

Reading-   
8.2.4- Compare the original text to a summary to determine whether the summary accurately captures the main ideas, includes critical details, and conveys the underlying meaning.

8.2.6- Use information from a variety of consumer, workplace, and public documents to explain a situation or decision and to solve a problem.

Writing Applications- 
8.2.1- Write biographies, autobiographies, short stories, or narratives: c. Employ narrative and descriptive strategies (e.g., relevant dialogue, specific action, physical description, background description, comparison or contrast of characters).

8.2.2- Write responses to literature: a. Exhibit careful reading and insight in their interpretations.

English Language Learner (ELL) Strategies:


Use of Supplementary materials:
Pictures- Thomas Jefferson, Merriwether Lewis, William Clark

Visuals- Map of the route taken by the expedition

Groups- Students can work in groups of two or three to predict answers

Multimedia- Overhead for questionnaire answers, possible follow video on the Corps of Discovery

Text- Pre-read section



Adaptation of Content:
Reading and highlighting of handout

Work in pairs to predict goals

Share predictions with class, note/write in the correct answers

Summarize information in a letter to relative

Guided lecture/reading notes

Engaging Scenario:
Hand students a map which shows the Louisiana Purchase and the route taken by the Corps of Discovery. As an opening game students can list the current states that were part of this Purchase by writing the states' name on the map. Go over the states by calling on volunteers, write answers on an overhead of the map (5 min).

Task Summary:
1. Pass out the Lewis and Clark overview handout. Read aloud to the class and have them highlight/underline key concepts (20 min)

2. Read directions for the questionnaire. Have students pair up and predict the answers, writing their responses in pencil. (10-15 min)

3. Go over each question. Ask students to share their predictions. Tell students the correct answers and have them write them under their predictions in pen (20 min)

4. With the information now attained about the Lewis and Clark expedition students will take the stance of one of the Corp's members and write a letter to a relative about their upcoming journey. The letter should include feelings about the possible dangers, excitement about charting new land, and the goals set for the Corps of Discovery.

Resources/Materials Needed:
-Map of the United States which shows the boundaries of the Louisiana Purchase and the route taken by the Corps of Discovery

-Overview handout of the Corps of Discovery, with questionnaire on the back

-Reading notes from "Call to Freedom" Chapter 11, Section2

Student Handout #1
The Lewis and Clark Expedition

Review Information: The Treaty of Paris, which ended the Revolutionary War, set the western boundary of the United States at the Mississippi River. Most of the land beyond the Mississippi was controlled by Spain until 1800. That year, Spain signed a treaty with France giving the port city of New Orleans and the Louisiana Territory to the country ruled by Napoleon Bonaparte. Napoleon had aspirations to create a new French empire in North America. President Jefferson felt that French control of the territory would block the westward expansion of the United States. France could also block U.S. merchant ships from entering the Mississippi River through New Orleans. Jefferson immediately sent negotiators to France to purchase the city of New Orleans for 10 million dollars. France refused the offer, though circumstances would soon change.


Napoleon planned to re-open a long series of wars with England. He needed money to finance this war, and after more negotiations he sold the entire Louisiana Territory to the United States for only 15 million dollars in 1803. The territory included all the lands west of the Mississippi River to the Rocky Mountains. The best real estate bargain of all time doubled the size of the United States at just 3 cents per acre!


Jefferson had a vision of a United States that would someday span the continent. But after the Louisiana Purchase he was still unsure about how much land he’d acquired. Jefferson had many questions about his purchase: Where was the source of the Missouri River? How far did this new land reach? What mountains and forests did it hold? What people lived there and how did they live? Was it possible to reach the Pacific Ocean by traveling along the Missouri River? Jefferson also was interested in the animals, plants, the climate and the geography of the west.

Current Situation: President Jefferson has asked his personal secretary Meriwether Lewis to lead an expedition to explore the new unknown territory. Lewis has asked another soldier, William Clark, to become co-leader of the expedition. These two men will choose members for their team called the “Corps of Discovery.”

Your Job: With a partner, you will complete the “Corps of Discovery” questionnaire on the following page. Discuss each question and decide on the best possible answer for each. Be prepared to report your plans to the rest of the class when we go over the correct answers. Remember; put thought in your answers, and use perspective and reason.

Write your answers in pencil. When we go over the answers you will use a pen or different color pencil to list the correct response.

Student Handout #2
The Corps of Discovery Questionnaire

1.  Make a list of the scientific information you plan to gather on the expedition, especially related to geographical conditions and Native American tribes.

2.  Make a list of the equipment and supplies needed for the expedition.

3.  Make a list of the different types of skills needed by some members of the Corps of Discovery.

4.  Make a list of the physical and personality characteristics needed to become a member of the Corps of Discovery.

5.  Estimate the total number of members needed in the Corps of Discovery.

6.  Estimate the total amount of money needed to finance the expedition.
Student Handout #3

[image: image1.jpg]\N\N&% b% mh& nmawu&wm&sx
Travelers' Rest
going west—September 9, 1805; Meeting of the Missouri and
returning east—July 4, 1806 Yellowstone Rivers
going west—April 26, 1805;
returning east—August 12, 1806 Fort Mandan

going west—October 25, 1804—April 7, 1805;
reurning east—August 14-17, 1806

PacrFic
OCEAN

Fort Clatsop

nnnnnnnn

Crossing the Bitterroot Mountains
going west—September 1805;
returning east—June 1806

xxxxx Clark's ronte

‘The trail is shown on a current map of the United States. Many of these stares
did not exist at the time of the Expedition.





Lesson Designed by Patrick Quintera – Teaching American History Institute 2005


