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· Create a 3x3 grid listing various activities.  Some examples might be a power point, diorama, vocabulary crossword, etc.   The activities are coded by complexity; i.e. harder assignments in blue, mid-level assignments in green, and easier assignments in red, Each student must choose three assignments to complete.  Challenge students must pick one or more of the harder assignments and EL or special populations would choose from the easier assignments.


· A Promethean flipchart is a “PowerPoint” type of lesson that is displayed on an interactive white board called a Promethean.  This type of flipchart/document is interactive in that you can move words around and match them to definitions on a class size white board.  You can also have students “drag/drop” vocabulary words to pictures.  For example, in this lesson I would have a visual representation of the landscape of Sumer and have students place vocabulary words like tributary and fertile soil where they belong on the picture. Follow the attached link to see what a Promethean board is.  My district used ELL monies to put these boards into classrooms.  http://www.prometheanworld.com/us/server/show/nav.498 


· Vocabulary Game - Divide the class up into three groups. Each person in each group will have a vocabulary card that has one vocabulary word and one vocabulary definition. Teacher picks one student from any of the groups to start. First person will read the vocabulary definition on their card.  Whoever has the matching word that stands up first and reads that correct word earns their team a point. Teacher has to watch carefully to see which of the potential three students stands up first. After the correct word is read that person reads the definition on their card. Game is over after all vocabulary words have been read. Points are totaled and game starts over for round two. Usually three round are played then finally total of points are added.


· Direct instruction lesson on suffixes and prefixes:  Provide direct instruction to teach the EL students that a suffix changes the part of speech of the word, and that a prefix changes the meaning of the word.  Provide a list of highlighted vocabulary words, and ask the students to circle the suffixes and prefixes in each of the words.


· Introduce vocabulary: using the power point presentation of the vocabulary words. The students watch the power point with the word, then put the word with the picture and then the teacher discusses the meaning of each of the words with bullet points. Students will define the vocabulary words using key words from the power point and available information sheets. Students will be defining the meaning in a single sentence using main idea with some supporting details, who done it, what happened, and why.


· Pass out vocabulary words, definitions, and pictures. Have students work in small, teacher-selected groups to match definitions to words and words to pictures. 


· Students will divide a piece of white paper into thirds. They will have three headings: 1500’s, 1600’s and 1700’s. Under each column the students will draw what the environment looked like at that time. 


· Using PowerPoint, the instructor will display the vocabulary with definition and/or corresponding picture. Correct pronunciation will be recorded to aid students. Roots, phonics, and spelling rules will be added to each vocabulary word.


·  Have students use a vocabulary square in order to learn new vocabulary terms. A sample sheet is attached to the end of this lesson plan. On this sheet students are asked to complete four tasks. The first task is to identify the root of the word, part of speech, and use the word in a sentence, in the second box they will write any variations of the word they find, in the third box they will draw a picture or logo to represent the term, and in the fourth they will define the term. Students can use a dictionary (book or online reference) to locate this information.


· Academic Language Instruction:

1.
Introduce each key vocabulary term via a daily PowerPoint presentation set to display each word, its definition, and a picture (for ELLs) every 20 or so seconds. (You can adjust the time according to your class’s needs).

2.
Following the daily PowerPoint (to be repeated each day), a formal introduction of each term will be given.  

3.
Students may possibly write these terms down in an on-going Social Studies vocabulary journal.  (It could be non-subject specific as well!)  

4.
Each of these vocabulary terms is also underlined in the Information Sheets that each group of students will read and study.

For review, the teacher can do a variety of vocabulary “games,” lasting no longer than 5 minutes.  An example could be: “Thumbs Up, Thumbs down”.  Abundant. Teacher says: “At my house, I have an abundant amount of lawnmowers.” Students display a thumb down to indicate that this is the wrong use of the word.


· Create a PowerPoint presentation using the academic vocabulary.  Display the word, define it, and then show a picture of the word.  Provide the students with note taking guides for the words.  Continue to refer back to the PowerPoint slides as the unit progresses.

· Have students use a vocabulary square in order to learn new vocabulary terms. A sample sheet is attached to the end of this lesson plan. On this sheet students are asked to complete four tasks. The first task is to identify the root of the word, part of speech, and use the word in a sentence, in the second box they will write any variations of the word they find, in the third box they will draw a picture or logo to represent the term, and in the fourth they will define the term. Students can use a dictionary (book or online reference) to locate this information. (See example of a vocabulary square below).




	Root

Part of speech

Sentence
	Variations of the word

	(Write the vocabulary word here)
	

	Picture/Logo
	Definition


· After the vocabulary has been introduced, use a projector to show students pictures found online (Google images) and have them match pictures to vocabulary words. This could be done orally first and later they could write a word to match each picture. As an extension they could be shown pictures of antonyms or synonyms instead.

