Ideas in the Cart
0.  A Slip of the Foot you may soon recover: 
But a Slip of the Tongue you may never get over.  

[Poor Richard’s Almanack]
1. A Plan of Union:   Resolved, That this Congress will apply to His Majesty for a redress of grievances, under which his faithful subjects in America labor, and assure him that the colonies hold in abhorrence the idea of being considered independent communities of the British Government, and most ardently desire the establishment of a political union . . . with the mother state.

[Joseph Galloway]

2.  A Plan of Union:  The Continental Congress should ask King George III to Parliament from the American Colonies unfairly.  The colonies do not want to be independent from Britain.  Rather they should have representation in Parliament. 

[Paraphrased Joseph Galloway]

3.  Early to bed and early to rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy and wise.
[Poor Richard’s Almanack]

4.  The state to which the GRAND CONGRESS, and the subordinate Committees, have reduced the colonies is really deplorable.  They have introduced a system of the most oppressive tyranny that can possibly be imagined;--a tyranny, not only over the actions, but over the words, thoughts, and wills of the good people of this province.  Be assured, Gentlemen, that a very great majority of your constituents disapprove of the late violent proceedings and will support you in the pursuit of more moderate measures.

[Samuel Seabury]
5.  The Continental Congress and other groups of Patriots are oppressing the colonists by punishing people who speak out in support of Great Britain and the King.  No one can speak or publish their views without fear of the Patriots.  In fact, most Americans don’t want to fight but to resolve their problems with Britain.

[Paraphrased Samuel Seabury]

6.  I cannot conceive that any colony will undertake to pay taxes to a government that holds a sword over their heads with a threat to strike the moment they stop giving or do not give as much as the government expects.  It seems to me the language of a highwayman who, with a pistol in your face, says:  “Give me your purse, and then I will not put my hand in your pocket.  But give me all your money, or I will shoot you through the head.”
[Benjamin Franklin]

7.  When the Well's dry, we know the Worth of Water.
[Poor Richard’s Almanack]

8.  In the early ages of the world, according to the Bible, there were no kings;  the consequence of which was there were no wars; it is the pride of kings which throws mankind into confusion. . . . The will of the Almighty, as declared by the prophets, expressly disapproves of government by kings.

[Thomas Paine]

9.  If you saw, as I have seen, in every county, city, town, men who were once of a calm, mild, friendly temper, mad with party zeal, foaming with rage against their quiet neighbors, ready to tear out one another’s throats, and to plunge their swords into each other’s bowels; if you had heard men who once feared God and honored the king now breathing out the bitterest oaths against him, and just ripe for treason and rebellion, you would not then judge this to be a little evil, but one of the heaviest judgments which God can permit to fall upon a guilty land.

[John Wesley]

10.  A good Example is the best sermon.
[Poor Richard’s Almanack]
11.  God, who hath given the world to men in common, hath also given them reason to make use of it to the best advantage of life, and convenience. . . . God gave the world to men in common; . . . . He gave it to the use of the industrious and rational.

[John Locke]

12.  There is the dreadful pit of the glowing flames of the wrath of God; there is hell's wide gaping mouth open; and you have nothing to stand upon, nor any thing to take hold of; there is nothing between you and hell but the air; it is only the power and mere pleasure of God that holds you up.  You probably are not aware of this; you find you are kept out of hell, but do not see the hand of God in it; but look at other things, as the good state of your bodily constitution, your care of your own life, and the means you use for your own preservation. But indeed these things are nothing; if God should withdraw his hand, they would avail no more to keep you from falling, than the thin air to hold up a person that is suspended in it.
[Jonathan Edwards]

13.  What is Serving God? 'Tis doing Good to Man.
[Poor Richard’s Almanack]
