THE IMPROVISED WAR 

(1775 – MID1776)

THE NORTHERN WAR
(MID1776 – EARLY 1778)
INTERLUDE
(EARLY 1778 – 1779)

THE SOUTHERN WAR
(1780-1781)

British Goal:  Enforce Parliament’s Laws

American Goal:  Go back to the old ways, when Parliament did not legislate or tax internal matters in America and the empire was less intrusive.

Outcome:  War escalated; British nearly lost control of the continent

British goal:  Get Americans to negotiate and give in to Parliamentary authority

American goal:  Get British to recognize their independence and persuade other countries to support their independence.

Outcome:  Americans used independence to gain financial aid from France and Spain.  Britain brought in more troops, regained territory, but did not win the war.  France allied with the Americans in February 1778.

British goal:  Defense, in Europe, against France and Spain.  Use colonists to fight in America.

American goal:  Quick victory with French support.

Outcome:  British redeployed troops and navy to Europe.  British tried to get slaves, Indians, and Loyalists to fight their battles in America.  Americans did not succeed.

British goal:  Take the South, defeat Washington, and then beat the French to win the war.

American goal:  Stop the British and capture their armies.

Outcome:  At first, the British won in the Carolinas and Virginia.  Nathanael Greene recaptured the South for the Americans.  With Rochambeau, Washington laid siege to Cornwallis in Yorktown, who surrendered.  The Americans won the war.
At first, colonists only had militia which they used to keep British soldiers from capturing arms and ammunition supplies.

In 1775, Congress created the Continental Army.  Most enlistments were for 1 year.  Not a professional army.

British sent a huge fleet of ships across the Atlantic with British and Hessian soldiers.  Ships also blockaded American ports.

British sought to whittle down the American army and destroy morale rather than wiping it out.

Washington had to make a bold move (crossing the Delaware on Christmas and attacking in order to make sure his soldiers would reenlist.

Washington began to professionalize his army with the help of European soldiers like Baron von Steuben.

The Continental Army was barely able to keep together in a war of attrition.

More battles were fought only among Americans (Loyalists vs. Patriots) without the involvement of British regular soldiers.

The Continental Army and state militias also fought battles against Indian nations in the West.

British relied on loyalists to pacify areas they conquered in the South.

Nathanael Greene combined the Continental Army with resistors in the South to beat the British army without any advantage of numbers or terrain.

Washington’s professional army worked with the French army to capture the British.

Royal governments in the colonies gradually overthrown.

The Second Continental Congress saw its role mainly as organizing resistance and commissioning an army, not governing the colonies.

Congress took on more authority as it made rules to professionalize the army and require longer enlistment terms.

Congress also took on more power when it signed an alliance with France.

Congress still saw itself as an executive, not legislative, body—it did not make laws but coordinated the war effort and foreign relations.

The value of Continental money collapsed (a dollar was worth less than a penny). Congress stopped printing money and could not pay the army.

Congress began to act more as a legislative body rather than as an executive—creating the Articles of Confederation (adopted 1781) and creating departments to manage money, foreign affairs, and the war.  It still did not pass laws.
In the North, especially, people were quick to join the militia and then the army, encouraged by successes against the British.

Colonists divided over whether to declare independence or to support the British.

Northern towns subject to attack by British and Hessian troops.

Morale dropped, and lots of soldiers refused to reenlist when their terms were up.  Many people thought the war was over.

Conflict between Patriots and Loyalists at home increased.

States confiscated the property of Loyalists.

Loyalists enlisted for long periods, knowing they’d lose everything if the British lost the war.  19,000 men in all served as Loyalists.  

Southerners very much affected by the war—raids by loyalists and by resistors.

50,000 slaves fled to the British army in hope of gaining freedom.

Boycotts of British goods meant that Americans were doing without many staples as well as manufactured goods.

British embargo encouraged smuggling—or doing without many British goods.

Lack of British trade stimulated domestic production;  American potteries began producing their first plates and bowls for the table.

Less cash available in the economy encouraged more local exchange, such as that done by tinkers’ carts.

Some colonists benefited from French trade as French ceramics appeared in middling households.

Providing footwear, clothes, and leather and metal materials for the army further stimulated colonial industries.

Other nations perceived the Revolution as a civil war within the British empire.
This rebellion was like many others taking place around the world in the late 1700s against imperial economic and political reforms.

France and Spain sent money to support the Revolution, allowing Americans to buy needed supplies.

France became an ally in February 1778, hoping to regain territory lost to England in the Seven Years’ War.

Spain entered the war as an ally of France, but it refused to recognize American independence for fear that this would encourage Spain’s own colonies to rebel.

Britain enlisted Irish Catholics to fight in America as well as encouraging Indian nations to support their side.

Battles took place in Europe, Asia, and Africa among the European powers involved in the Revolutionary War.

Cornwallis’s surrender at Yorktown toppled the British government and caused King George III to consider abdicating.

The Americans’ secret treaty negotiations with England gained them independence, fishing rights in Newfoundland, and North American territory east of the Mississippi River.

Native Americans in the Ohio River Valley lost their land and were not included in the negotiations.  They continued to fight for 11 years after the Americans signed a treaty with Britain.

Spain urged France to continue fighting with Britain, but ultimately Spain, France, and Holland signed separate treaties with the British.
