Teaching Philosophy

Learning is a creative, analytic and essentially active process.  The key to effective teaching is to get the students actively involved.  While textbooks and lectures are certainly required, it is important to utilize a variety of techniques to gain the students’ interest and encourage their participation in the learning process.  My teaching philosophy was shaped by two major experiences.

The first major experience was my part-time teaching position in the adult program at Detroit College of Business.  An extremely motivated group of students pushed me beyond the usual lecture format (“we have already read the book”).  I began using discussion cases, student presentations and student led debates in order to expand upon the core material.  The program encouraged discussion-based education and provided workshops on learning styles, student grading and evaluation, and case studies.  I routinely use all of these methods in order to present the material from a number of different angles.

My participation in the development of a core course in supply chain management at Michigan State provided the second experience.  It was fascinating to work with faculty members Dr. David J. Closs, Dr. Steven A. Melnyk and Dr. Theodore P. Stank to build MSC 305 from the ground up.  Naturally, I was the “purchasing guy”, so I was responsible for determining the text, developing the lectures and providing the test questions in that area.  Again, I rely on discussion cases and student comments in order to reinforce the material.

A couple of new techniques have also been added recently.  The students have been asked to maintain a journal summarizing a few key points from the required reading.  This encourages them to complete the reading before class and provides the basis for discussion of the material.  This has been an effective means to increase their participation.  Another technique is to require the class to utilize the internet in their research on the term paper.  It is important to make them aware of all the information available on the world wide web and how to utilize it.

