History 377

Conflicted Modernity in Japan, 1850-1970

Spring 2010

Professor Dodgen
Course Description: 


This course examines the social history of Japan from the late Tokugawa to the nation’s economic rebirth after WWII. In particular, we will focus on the concept of “modernity” and the way it has been mediated by the Japanese government, by social critics and commentators, by artists and film makers, and by historians. 


After the fall of the Tokugawa shogunate in 1868, Japan underwent arguably the most dramatic transformation of any nation in modern times. In a few decades, the Meiji government abandoned a feudal past and embraced industrialization, capitalism, western-style government, law and education, and military organization. The Japanese people, swept up in this maelstrom of change, were conflicted not only about the loss of old ways of living, but also about the meaning and value of many of the “modern” imports. Attempts to promote, assess, reject, modify, and come to terms with this wave of new ideas and attitudes are inscribed in the government edicts, social commentary, architecture, ritual, and art of the period. 


We will use recent scholarship and contemporary film to examine the ways Japanese sought to understand and engage with the “modern.”

Readings: 


Five books are required for the class:

Gordon, A Modern History of Japan, 

Botsman, Punishment and Power,

Fujitani, Splendid Monarchy,


Sand, House and Home


Silverberg, Erotic Grotesque Nonsense
We will read selections from each of these works and students will be required to utilize the scholarship in them for their final papers. All reading assignments in the syllabus are to be completed by the date assigned.

Assessment:


Grades will be based on class participation, oral reports, written reports, and a final research paper. 

Reaction pieces: In conjunction with the scholarly materials we read, we will watch a series of Japanese films. These films are objects of study. We will examine them for what they reveal about Japanese attitudes, beliefs and concerns. After each viewing, students will write a short (1-2 page, typed) reaction piece discussing the film and its treatment of the issues under discussion. These are not personal opinion pieces or reviews, but assessments of the content of the film and what that content says about the topics being explored in the class.


Panel discussions: The class will be divided into three panels, A, B and C. For the first panel discussion in week 3, panel A will answer questions posed the week before by panel B. Panel C will evaluate panel A’s questions and presentation. The next week, panel B will answer questions posed the week before by panel C, with panel A assessing the quality of the answers. These tasks will rotate each week. 


Oral reports: Roughly midway in the semester, each student will present a short summary of the topic they have chosen to write on, the sources they are using, and their preliminary thesis. 


Each student will give a final oral presentation of their research paper.


Research Papers: The final and most important component of assessment will be a research paper of 10-15 pages, typed and footnoted in Chicago Manual of Style format. This paper will be judged on the strength of its thesis, the quality of the sources used, the cogency of its analysis, grammar, and proper footnoting.

Office hours: 


My office is Stevenson 2066, phone 664-2462. Office hours are Monday and Wednesday 9-10, and Thursday 12:00-1:00 by appointment. I can be reached by e-mail at dodgen@sonoma.edu .

Date


Topic, Readings and Films
2/4


Introduction: Issues of Modernity

2/11


Tokugawa Japan in the Bakumatsu period
Readings: Gordon, A Modern History of Japan (MH), chapters 1-4. 

2/25


Crime and Punishment
Readings: Punishment and Power, Introduction and Chapters 1-2.

Film: “Chushingura,” part 1.

3/4
Readings: MH, chapters 5-6; Punishment and Power, Chapters 3-5.

Film: “Chushingura,” part 2.

3/11
Readings: Punishment and Power, Chapters 7 and conclusion.

3/18



Monarchy and Modernity
Readings: Splendid Monarchy, Introduction and chapters 1-3.

3/25



Readings: MH, chapters 7-10.





Film: “Patriotism.”





Assignment due: Topic and initial bibliography.

4/1



Furlough day

4/8



Spring break

4/15



Cultural Transformation I
Readings: House and Home, introduction and chapters 1-2.



4/22



Readings: House and Home, introduction and chapters 5-6.





Assignment due: Thesis and expanded bibliography.


Film: “The Makioka Sisters”

4/29



Cultural Transformation II




Readings: Erotic Grotesque Nonsense, Introduction and Part I, pp. 13-27, Pt. II chapter 1.

Film: “Crazed Fruit.”

5/7
Readings: Erotic Grotesque Nonsense, Part II, chapter 4 and Part III, chapter 2.

Conclusion: Roundtable on major themes

5/14



Oral presentations of research findings

5/21



Oral presentations of research findings

