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This course will examine the history of Japan from 1550 to the present. We will look at major developments in the Tokugawa period, including the economic, social and political trends that contributed to the collapse of the Tokugawa regime and the restoration of the Emperor Meiji in 1868. The Meiji (1868-1912) period saw one of the most profound social and political restructurings in world history. Japan emerged in the early twentieth century an important military and economic force, not only in Asia, but globally. Along with success came a host of problems; not everyone in Japan benefited from the newly coined political and economic systems. Using literature, film, biography, and historical accounts, we will look at the ways Japan was changing even before 1853, when the arrival of western imperialism in the form of an American naval squadron began the destabilization of the old order and created opportunities for those seeking change. Our goal will be to achieve a balanced assessment of both the successes and costs of Japan's modernization effort. We will also trace the roots of Japan's militarism and analyze the causes and the nature of the Pacific War. Finally, we will look at Japan's post-war economic success, its influence globally, and the dangers the Japanese model poses for developing economies.

Readings: 

Three books will be required for the course:

The text is Andrew Gordon, A Modern History of Japan from Tokugawa Times to the Present.

Other required readings are:



Ihara Saikaku, The Life of an Amorous Woman 


Daniel Botsman, Punishment and Power in the Making of Modern Japan 

John Dower, War Without Mercy
Grading:

Grades will be based on two in-class essay exams and a typed, double-spaced research paper of 10-13 pages. The exams will consist of short essay questions on the study terms and longer essays on the additional books, films, and topics presented in lecture. The research paper should cover some aspect of Japanese history in the post-1600 period. It will be evaluated on strength of thesis and analysis, clarity and organization, appropriate citation, and the quality of sources used. It must be properly footnoted in Chicago or Turabian style. The exams and the paper will each count for one-third of the total grade. Late papers will be penalized one letter grade per day. No grades of incomplete will be given without a valid medical excuse and successful completion of at least the mid-term exam with a grade of C or above. 

Terms for the exams can be found at: http://www.sonoma.edu/users/d/dodgen/terms/438terms1and2sp06.dot 

My office is Stevenson 2066, phone 4-2462. My e-mail address is dodgen@sonoma.edu and office hours are Monday and Wednesday, 10:30-12:00.

Week of:






Assignment
1/18
Introduction. 
1/23-25
Unification: 1568-1600
Readings: Gordon, Introduction and chapter 1; Saikaku, Introduction. 

Tokugawa Society: Warrior-bureaucrats, peasants, merchants. 
Readings: Gordon, chapter 2; Saikaku, “Five Women Who Chose Love.”
1/30-2/1

Tokugawa in Crisis
Readings: Gordon, chapter 3; Saikaku, “The Eternal Storehouse of Japan;” Honda Toshiaki at: http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1798honda.asp
An excellent site describing the art of the "floating world" and showing the impact of Japanese and Western art on each other can be found at: 





www.loc.gov/exhibits/ukiyo-e/ 

2/6-8


Perry and the Collapse of the Tokugawa
Readings: Gordon, chapter 4, Saikaku, “Reckonings That Carry Men Through the World.”

Film: “Twilight Samurai”

2/13-15

Rethinking Xenophobia
Discussion of Saikaku.

The Meiji as Revolution 

Readings: Gordon, chapter 5

2/20-22
Meiji State and Society

Readings: Gordon, chapters 6-7, Botsman, chapter 1.
The Two Wars and Early Imperialism
Readings: Gordon, chapter 8. 
2/27-29

The Dark Side of Success: Japan’s Imperial Dream. 

Readings: Gordon, chapter 9, Botsman, chapter 2.

3/5-7


Monday, Review: Wednesday: Midterm Exam.

3/12-14

Taisho Democracy
Readings: Gordon, chapter 10, Botsman, chapter 6.

3/19-21   
The Great Depression, Militarism and the Road to War
Readings: Gordon, chapter 11, War Without Mercy, part I.
3/26-28

Spring Break, no class
4/2-4


The Pacific War 
Readings: Gordon, chapter 12; War Without Mercy, parts II and III.

Wednesday: Film: “Letters from Iwo Jima.”

4/9-11


Monday: complete film “Letters from Iwo Jima.”




Readings: complete War Without Mercy.

Wednesday, discussion of War Without Mercy and “Letters from Iwo Jima.
4/16-18

Defeat and Reconstruction 
Readings: Gordon, chapter 13.

Post-war Economic Success
Readings: Gordon, chapter 14-15.

4/23-25

Reversal of Fortune 
Readings: Gordon, chapters 16 and 17. 

4/30-5/1

Nature without Mercy 

Monday: Research papers due
Wednesday: Review for exam. 

Final Exam—

3

