  History 498, Spring 2012
Messiahs, Rebels, Bandits: Social Violence in Modern Asia

Prof. Dodgen


This seminar asks how popular uprisings in China and Japan were defined, described, and justified. In other words, what ideological, social, economic, judicial, political, romantic and other notions were used to shape, instigate, explain, and direct these uprisings? How were narratives of justice constructed to suit the needs of both rebel and government? Most especially, we want to explore the ways that these narratives were embedded in or imported into the culture of China or Japan and how they were used by rebels and those who sought to supress them. 


The work of the class will begin by trying to establish both a basic understanding of the cultures of China and Japan and specifically the way social protest worked in those two cultures. The class will read a series of assigned articles and books and identify the issues these works raise concerning rebellion in China and Japan. Brief written summaries will be required for all assigned readings. After we complete the readings assigned to the class as a whole, students will select individual works from the attached reading list and prepare both a written summary and an oral presentation explaining where the book fits into the issues framed by our earlier readings. We will supplement the readings with films and other media.


The final project for the course will be a research paper of no less than 25 pages, double-spaced and typed, paginated, with one-inch margins, in a 12-point font. Footnotes or endnotes must be in Chicago Manual of Style. No separate bibliography is required. The paper topic must be approved by the instructor and must utilize both secondary and primary sources (either in translation or originally in English). If you begin research on a topic and find that no significant scholarship or primary source material is available to support a paper, you should abandon that topic and find another. Obviously this requires that you decide on a topic and begin your research early in the semester. I will make every effort to help you find a topic that suits your interests, but initiative and responsibility remains with the student.
Assigned Books: 

Jonathan Spence, God’s Chinese Son
Joseph Esherick, The Origins of the Boxer Uprising
Ann Walthall, Peasant Uprisings in Japan

Mark Ravina, The Last Samurai

My office hours are Monday and Wednesday,10:30-12:00. My office is 2066 Stevenson, extension 42462. You can also contact me by email at dodgen@sonoma.edu 
Syllabus

1/17


Introduction and discussion. 
Film “China in Revolution”
I. Typologies of Revolt in Japan and China
1/24

Japan


Readings:

“The Mindful Peasant: Sketches for a Study of Rebellion,”

Irwin Scheiner, The Journal of Asian Studies, Vol. 32, No. 4 (Aug., 1973), pp. 579-591. Published by: Association for Asian Studies . Article Stable URL: http://0-www.jstor.org.iii.sonoma.edu/stable/2052811
“Cycles and Repertoires of Popular Contention in Early Modern Japan,”
James W. White. Social Science History, Vol. 17, No. 3 (Autumn, 1993), pp. 429-455. Published by: Duke University Press on behalf of the Social Science History Association Article Stable URL: http://0-www.jstor.org.iii.sonoma.edu/stable/1171432
“Nationalist Extremism in Early Shōwa Japan: Inoue Nisshō and the 'Blood-Pledge Corps Incident', 1932,” Stephen S. Large, Modern Asian Studies, Vol. 35, No. 3 (Jul., 2001), pp. 533-564. Published by: Cambridge University Press. Article Stable URL: http://0-www.jstor.org.iii.sonoma.edu/stable/313180
1/31

China
Readings: 

“Collective Violence in China, 1880-1980.” Elizabeth J. Perry. 
Theory and Society, Vol. 13, No. 3, Special Issue on China (May, 1984), pp. 427-454. Article Stable URL: http://0-www.jstor.org.iii.sonoma.edu/stable/657459 

“Connections between Rebellions: Sect Family Networks in Qing China.” Susan Naquin. Modern China, Vol. 8, No. 3 (Jul., 1982), pp. 337-360. Article Stable URL: http://0-www.jstor.org.iii.sonoma.edu/stable/188927  

“Cries That Shake the Earth: Military Atrocities and Popular Protests in Warlord China,” Edward A. McCord, Modern China, Vol. 31, No. 1 (Jan., 2005), pp. 3-34. Published by: Sage Publications, Inc. Article Stable URL: http://0-www.jstor.org.iii.sonoma.edu/stable/20062599
Milleniarian
2/7

China’s Messiah 1


Readings: God’s Chinese Son, chapters 1-5.
2/14

China’s Messiah 2


Readings: God’s Chinese Son, chapters 6-13.

Nativist
2/21

Missionaries and Nativists 1


Readings: Origins of the Boxer Uprising, chapters 1-5.
2/28
Missionaries and Nativists 2

Readings: Origins of the Boxer Uprising, chapters 6-10.
Agrarian
3/6

Peasants and Lords 1
Readings: Peasant Uprisings in Japan, intoduction and chapters 1-3.
3/13 

Peasants and Lords 2




Readings: Peasant Uprisings in Japan, chapters 4-6.
Paper Topic and preliminary bibliography due.

Factional
3/20

Men of High Purpose 1


Readings: The Last Samurai, introduction and chapters 1-3.

3/27

No class—Spring Break
4/3

Men of High Purpose 2


Readings: The Last Samurai, introduction and chapters 4-6.
4/10

No class: Indivdual consultations on topics and sources.
4/17

Thanksgiving holiday. No class.

4/24

Student Presentations.

5/1

Student Presentations.
Final Papers due by 4:50 p.m. the day of the final exam.
Numerous other topics are available to the creative researcher. These include law and crime, suicide, gangsters and gangs, gender and violence, etc. Your readings should alert you to some of these possibilities. I will be available to discuss possible topics during office hours or in class. 

A large component of your grade will be based on your ability to find and utilize source materials to construct your paper.


In addition to these topics, a survey of works on modern Chinese and Japanese history such as texts, encyclopedias, bibliographies and the like will point you to many other potential subjects.

Supplemental Reading List 
Bodde, Derk and Clarence Morris. Law in Imperial China: exemplified by 190 Ch'ing Dynasty cases translated from the Hsing-an hui-lan. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1967.

Dingxin Zhao. The power of Tiananmen : state-society relations and the 1989 Beijing student movement. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2001.
Eastman, Lloyd E. Title Seeds of destruction: Nationalist China in war and revolution, 1937-1949. Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 1984.

Kuhn, Philip A. Rebellion and its enemies in late imperial China, militarization and social structure, 1796-1864. Imprint Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Press, 1970.

Naquin, Susan. Shantung rebellion: the Wang Lun uprising of 1774. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1981.

Perry, Elizabeth J. Rebels and revolutionaries in north China, 1845-1945. Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 1980.

Prazniak, Roxann. Of camel kings and other things: rural rebels against modernity in late imperial China. Lanham, Md.: Rowman & Littlefield, 1999.

Rowe, William T. Crimson rain: seven centuries of violence in a Chinese county. Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 2007.

Selden, Mark. The Yenan Way in revolutionary China. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1971.

Tong, James. Disorder under heaven: collective violence in the Ming Dynasty. Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 1991.

Wakeman, Fredrick Jr. The Great Enterprise: the Manchu reconstruction of imperial order in seventeenth-century China, two volumes. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1985.

Zheng, Zhuyuan. Behind the Tiananmen Massacre: social, political, and economic ferment in China. Boulder: Westview Press, 1990.

Ikegami, Eiko. The taming of the samurai : honorific individualism and the making of modern Japan. Imprint Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1995.
Vlastos, Stephen, Peasant protests and uprisings in Tokugawa Japan.  Imprint Berkeley : University of California Press, c1986.

Hane, Mikiso. Peasants, rebels, and outcastes : the underside of modern Japan. Imprint New York : Pantheon, c1982.
Reflections on the way to the gallows [electronic resource] : rebel women in prewar Japan, translated and edited with an introduction by Mikiso Hane. Imprint Berkeley : University of California Press, c1988.

Gordon, Andrew, Labor and imperial democracy in prewar Japan [electronic resource]. Imprint Berkeley : University of California Press, 1992, c1991.
Dower, John W. Embracing Defeat: Japan in the Wake of WWII. New York: Norton, 1999. 
