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I’d like to join my colleagues in welcoming all of you to this exciting event. I am the chair of the department of literacy studies and elementary education, and we are a proud group of scholars who get to claim affiliation with this program along with multiple subjects and reading. 

New programs and pathways to a degree only happen because very dedicated and committed professionals decide to make it so.  Johanna Filp-Hanke, Hee-Won Kang, Chiara Bacigalupa, Lisa Pollack and Lia Thompson-Clark are the movers and shakers in this particular case. The new ECE minor exists because of the many meetings and drafts and consultations and syllabi creation, just to name part of the work that goes in to such a project, that these professors undertook. Of course, Dr. Pat Nourot would be beaming if she were here—and we all sense her presence as one of the founding mothers of early childhood education at SSU.

The human life span from birth to death is hopefully filled with abounding highs and lows, the bad with good, the creation of many selves, and a journey with many surprises. All stages and eras are interesting with their own focus and accomplishments. 
But it is the early childhood span that is so easily associated with joy and playfulness, play being the first job of a child, or so many of us believe. YOU CAN’T SAY YOU CAN’T PLAY, by Vivian Paley, sheds light on the moral development of young children and reminds us that in fact, children have a moral development worth studying—very complex and not always easily understood. SOMETIMES I CAN BE ANYTHING is the title of Karen Gallas’ book on gender in early childhood, again helping us come to better understand the complicated nature of identity development as it is co-constructed in our society in subtle ways. 
The aspect of ECE that sticks out in my mind is the fact that along the pathway of the lifetime, this is the place with perhaps the most hope. To study those little tykes is to witness rapidly building neuron connections in the brains. To observe little children is to witness innocence, sometimes, and a hunger for learning and exploration about the world. 
It is also to notice the constraints that sometimes bind children to the less than healthy and to the less than nurturing. But still, there is the hope, embedded in the resilience of young children to thrive within even the most dire circumstances, dealt a cards over which they had no control. 

To the many students who will now find a pathway in a minor of ECE I hope you too will find hope, joy, playfulness as the very children you learn about do every day and in ways that grownups often forget to experience. Congratulations to my colleagues on bringing this possibility to SSU undergraduates through your own research and teaching.
