EDUC 417, School and Society, Section 3 and 6
Spring 2011
Tentative Calendar. Please check the online calendar every session, changes may be made and important online readings are posted. Changes may be made a session prior to the due date and will be announced in class or by email. 

ALWLAYS BRING THE ASSIGNED READINGS TO CLASS (BOOKS, ARTICLES, ETC. WE WILL WORK WITH THEM IN CLASS)
	Session
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

	1


	Feb. 1
	· Course Introduction
· Review of course syllabus
· Early Beginnings of U.S. Education: Recurring Issues and Questions
· In class video: School, the Story of Public Education. 
Vol. 1

	2


	Feb. 8
	Topics: 

· Public Schooling: Present Situation and Major Historical Events
· No Child Left Behind

Read:

1. Review statistics about the educational situation in the U.S., demographics, student achievement, resources, etc at http://nces.ed.gov/programs/code/list/index.asp 
Come to class, prepared to share your findings. Bring one or two tables that were of particular interest to you.

2. Find out about the most important aspects of No Child Left Behind on the web at http://www.ed.gov/nclb/overview/intro/execsumm.html  

3. In Course Reader: Time Line: Influential People and Events in the History of American Education. (Source:  Chartock, R.K. (2004) Educational Foundations. An Anthology. Upper Saddle River, N.J.: Pearson Education) 
4. Online articles: Testing the Joy out of Learning 
http://0-search.ebscohost.com.iii.sonoma.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=31926031&site=ehost-live&scope=site   

Basically a good model  http://educationnext.org/basically-a-good-model/
Due: 
1. Reading Response: Read the Time Line carefully and select the three events or influential people that in your opinion are among the most significant ones. Explain your choice by indicating what impact you believe these events or people have had on the course of education in the United States. In relation to NCLB briefly state how you think this policy has impacted children in schools.
Remember, your response should NOT be longer than one page.
2. Research interest: Look over the list of topics to be discussed during the semester. See which one is of particular interest to you. On moodle post between one to three topics that seem interesting to you.
3. Your Expectations: On moodle complete a brief survey about your expectations for the course.  
In class video: School, the story of public education. Vol. 1



	3


	Feb. 15
	Topics:

· Goals of Public Schooling

· Library Workshop. 
Read:

· In course reader: The Goals of Public Schooling. (From: Spring, J. 2006. American Education. McGraw Hill:Boston, 12th Edition). 
Due:
Reading Response:  According to Spring, what are the main goals public schooling? Briefly define them. According to your opinion, should schools emphasize a broad liberal education or preparation for a career?

	4


	Feb. 22
	Topic:

· Diversity and Education
· Midterm exam questions will be presented

Read:

1. Student Diversity. In Spring, J. 2006. American Education. McGraw Hill:Boston, 12th Edition. (In course reader)
2. Noll, Issue 7. Has Resegregation Diminished the Impact of Brown? 
Due:
1. Reading Responses. According to Noll issue 7, what are some of the negative effects of resegregation? 
For the reading by Spring in the course reader, you will answer some multiple choice questions which you can find online at 
http://highered.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/0073378682/student_view0/chapter4/multiple_choice_quiz.html
Answer the questions and submit your responses by email to me:
  johanna.filp@sonoma.edu


In class video: School, the story of public education. Vol. 3



	5


	March 1
	Topic:

· Multicultural Education

· Gender Issues and Education

Read: 

3. Read online article by Sonia Nieto click here . Note: When you get to the article, you need to scroll down to the bottom of the page and click on the link that says "PDF file" 

4. Where the girls are. The facts about gender equity in education. American Association for University Women Read the Executive Summary. You don’t have to read the whole article. However, if you are interested in gender issues in education, you might want to look at the complete report.
5. Closing the Gender Gap: What does it really mean?
6. Noll, Issue 17: Is there a Crisis in the Education of Boys?
Due:

7. On the library web site look for an online article on gender issues in education. Bring a copy to class, come prepared to discuss the content of the article in small groups. On moodle post the reference for the research article you are bringing to class.
8. Reading Response: Write what your own definition of multicultural education is. What classroom environmental changes do Michael Gurian and Kathy  Stevens recommend in "With Boys and Girls in Mind"?  Do you agree or disagree with their recommendations? Why?
In class video: Anti-bias curriculum



	6


	March 9
	Midterm Exam

Topics:

· Bilingual Education

· Assign chapters for Kozol

Read:

9. Should Bilingual Education Programs be abandoned? 
Porter: The Politics of Bilingual Education (Yes) 
Rothstein: Bilingual Education: The Controversy. (No) 
10. Read online article Reflections on Identity and Language 

Due:
11. Prepare your “crib cards” for the midterm exam. Bring a “blue book”. We will spend the first class hour on the midterm.


	7


	March 16
	Topic:

· Children with Special Needs

Read: 

12. Noll Issue 14. Is Full Inclusion of Disabled Students Desirable?
13. On the website of the National Center for Learning Disabilities read about the definitions of learning disabilities, early warning signs, common warning signs, legal rights, tips for parents, tips for teachers. 
Then, if you are planning to become a teacher, explore the "At school" link on that same website.
If you are a parent, browse the material under the "In the home" link
If you don't see yourself in any of the above groups, then explore the "College and Work" link. 
In class we will share what information you thought was useful or interesting for you. (No need to read all the material, it's just browsing)

Due:

14. Reading Response: From the website of the National Center for Learning Disabilities, choose one of the disabilities within one of the domains presented on this website (Language, Math Social and Emotional Issues, Executive Functioning). Briefly summarize what difficulties people experience who have this disability, and how can they best be supported? (remember, only one page)

15. Mini-Research Presentations: If today is your day to present, bring hard copy of your paper.  Please make a note at the end of the paper, indicating which sections were prepared by each person in the research group. 
Post it on Turnitin, print out proof of submission and attach to your paper.
Post your paper on moodle so that your classmates can read the paper.
Complete self-assessment using the assessment rubric, attach to paper. 
Bring PowerPoint presentation on a flash drive, and email a copy to yourself, as back up.

In class video. FAT City. How hard can this be?


	8


	March 23
	Topic:

Federal, State and Local Governing Agencies and their Influence on Education.

Read:

16. Noll Issue 8. Can Federal Initiatives Rescue Failing Schools?

17. Noll Issue 12.  Do Charter Schools Merit Public Support?

18. Start reading Esquith, Gruwell, or Michie (it depends on which book you chose). Participate in an online discussion about the book. Contribute meaningfully on at least 6 different occasions.
Due:

1. Reading Response: 
Marc F. Bernstein surveys a number of advantages that      proponents claim charter schools have. Which are these claims?  According to Houston, which are the items that should be included in a good national education plan?


2. Mini-Research Presentations: If today is your day to present, bring hard copy of your paper.  Please make a note at the end of the paper, indicating which sections were prepared by each person in the research group. 
Post it on Turnitin, print out proof of submission and attach to your paper.
Post your paper on moodle so that your classmates can read the paper.
Complete self-assessment using the assessment rubric, attach to paper. 
Bring PowerPoint presentation on a flash drive, and email a copy to yourself, as back up.

In class video: School, the story of public education. Vol. 4 



	9
	March 29
	Topics:

· Assessment and High Stakes Testing
· Discussion of Kozol 

Read:

19. Chapter 12 in Kozol and the chapter that was assigned to you.

20. Noll Issue 9. Do High-Stakes Assessments Improve Learning?

21. Read about the tests used in California schools, review the results. If you went to school in California, go to the information about your school. What trends to you detect? Information available online at http://star.cde.ca.gov/star2008/Viewreport.asp
22. Continue reading Esquith,  Gruwell, or Michie
Recommended Reading:

23. Standards, Accountability and School Reform. click here 

Due:
1.  Mini-Research Presentations: If today is your day to present, bring hard copy of your paper.  Please make a note at the end of the paper, indicating which sections were prepared by each person in the research group. 
Post it on Turnitin, print out proof of submission and attach to your paper.
Post your paper on moodle so that your classmates can read the paper.
Complete self-assessment using the assessment rubric, attach to paper. 
Bring PowerPoint presentation on a flash drive, and email a copy to yourself, as back up.

2. Chapter summary for Kozol. On moodle post a brief summary of the chapter assigned to you (not chapter 12). Bring six printed copies to class to distribute to your group. Come prepared to present to your group a summary of the contents of the chapters you read. 
3. Reading Response: According to Hurwitz and Hurwitz, what are the factors that make high-stakes testing work? What does Jones mean by the term reciprocal accountability?

4. Online discussions of Gruwell, Michie or Esquith: Continue your discussions


	10

	April 5
	Topics:

· Public Education and Religion

· Is preschool important?
Read:

24. Noll Issue 16.Is "Intelligent Design" a Threat to the Curriculum? 
25. Online reading: The Kids First Agenda, by David Kirp (read pages 15-24

http://www.firstfocus.net/sites/default/files/r.2008-9.15.ff_.pdf
26. Finish reading Esquith, Gruwell or Michie. 
Due:

27. Mini-Research Presentations: If today is your day to present, bring hard copy of your paper.  Please make a note at the end of the paper, indicating which sections were prepared by each person in the research group. 
Post it on Turnitin, print out proof of submission and attach to your paper.
Post your paper on moodle so that your classmates can read the paper.
Complete self-assessment using the assessment rubric, attach to paper. 
Bring PowerPoint presentation on a flash drive, and email a copy to yourself, as back up.

28. Reading Response: Briefly describe the claims used by ID advocates to challenge Darwinian evolution. In your opinion, should ID be taught as an alternative to evolution in natural science classes?

29. Online discussions of Gruwell, Michie or Esquith: Continue your discussions


	11

	April 12
	Topic:

· Philosophy of Education. General Overview
Read:

30. In Course Reader, read: Philosophical Roots of Education (p. 66-99) and Pioneers in Education (p.101-123)

Due:
Reading Response: List the educational theories/philosophies that are teacher centered and those that are student centered. Which of these reminds you most of your own education in elementary or secondary school? List the three pioneers that you find the most interesting.

Mini-Research Presentations: If today is your day to present, bring hard copy of your paper.  Please make a note at the end of the paper, indicating which sections were prepared by each person in the research group. 
Post it on Turnitin, print out proof of submission and attach to your paper.
Post your paper on moodle so that your classmates can read the paper.
Complete self-assessment using the assessment rubric, attach to paper. 
Bring PowerPoint presentation on a flash drive, and email a copy to yourself, as back up.



	12

	April 26
	Topics:
Philosophy of Education continued: Contrasting some basic theoretical positions in education

· John Dewey
· Mortimer Adler and Robert Hutchins

· John Holt
Read:

31. Dewey, John. My Pedagogic Creed. Click here for online article

32. Noll Issue 1. Should Schooling Be based on Social Experiences? Dewey and Hutchins. (pgs. 1-15)

33. Noll Issue 2. Should the Curriculum be Standardized for All? (pgs. 16-30)
In class video: School the Story of Public Education - Dewey

Due: 
Reading Response: 
What does Dewey propose to improve schooling? 

How does his proposal differ from Hutchins’ and Adler’s recommendations regarding schooling? 

(remember, only one typed page)


	13

	May 3
	Topic:

· Technology and Education
· Questions for Final Exam will be shared
We will meet at the beginning of the class session in a computer lab TBA
Read:

34. Noll 15th Edition: Issue 19 Do Computers Negatively Affect Student Growth?
35. Go to Edutopia.org and browse the information that is presented. They have inspiring videos about educational experiences that integrate technology.  On moodle briefly review a video that appealed to you. Do not repeat a video that already has been reviewed by one o your classmates.
Due:
1. Mini-Research Presentations: If today is your day to present, bring hard copy of your paper. 
Post it on Turnitin, print out proof of submission and attach to your paper.
Post your paper on moodle so that your classmates can read the paper.
Complete self-assessment using the assessment rubric, attach to paper.
Bring PowerPoint presentation on a flash drive, and email a copy to yourself, as back up.
Education resources websites click here


	14

	May 10
	Educational Technology continued

Mini-Research presentations
Read: to be assigned
Due:

Mini-Research Presentations: If today is your day to present, bring hard copy of your paper.  Please make a note at the end of the paper, indicating which sections were prepared by each person in the research group. 
Post it on Turnitin, print out proof of submission and attach to your paper.
Post your paper on moodle so that your classmates can read the paper.
Complete self-assessment using the assessment rubric, attach to paper. 
Bring PowerPoint presentation on a flash drive, and email a copy to yourself, as back up.


 



	15

	May 17
	· Mini-Research Presentations
Due: 

Mini-Research Presentations: If today is your day to present, bring hard copy of your paper.  Please make a note at the end of the paper, indicating which sections were prepared by each person in the research group. 
Post it on Turnitin, print out proof of submission and attach to your paper.
Post your paper on moodle so that your classmates can read the paper.
Complete self-assessment using the assessment rubric, attach to paper. 
Bring PowerPoint presentation on a flash drive, and email a copy to yourself, as back up.

36. 

	16
	May 24
	Final exam. Same format as Midterm
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