Worksheet #3: The Mau Mau Rebellion
The purpose of this reading is to get a sense of the diversity of experiences and perspectives within the African population, in order to understand why they did not form a single, coherent voice of opposition to the colonial power. The chapter only provides a set up to the rebellion. In the end, the rebellion failed, although it laid the foundation of the later independence movement. As many as 11,000 Kikuyu were killed during the rebellion, and I believe that fewer than 200 whites were killed (I have to look that up).
The chapter alludes to the Mau Mau oath, but never really says what it was. It actually evolved over time. Here is one rendition:

“I swear that I will fight for the African soil that the white man has stolen from us. I swear that I will always try to trick a white man and any imperialist into accompanying me, strangle him, take his gun and any valuables he may be carrying. I swear that I will offer all available help and further the cause of Mau Mau. I swear that I will kill, if necessary, anybody opposed to this organization”

I included the whole chapter, in case you are interested, but you only HAVE to read to page 43. However, to get a sense of the “savagery” of the Mau Mau rebellion which gave it such a bad reputation and horrified the European psyche, read the bottom of page 50 (starting with the “The last case. . . ”) through page 51.
1. Fill in the table. There isn’t necessarily an answer for every box – just fill in what is covered in the chapter.
	
	CONSERVATIVES
	MODERATES
	MILITANTS

	Names of the organizations associated with these groups (as they changed over time)
	
	
	

	Important leaders and their general backgrounds (e.g. education, profession, class)
	
	
	

	Early goals / main social causes that get them started


	
	
	

	View on what to do about the colonial government  -- (e.g. work with it or overthrow it)

	
	
	

	Their early source of membership (Rural or Urban constituency)
	
	
	

	Background of people attracted to these organizations 


	
	
	

	Ethnic appeal of these organization – intended to be multi or single ethnicity, or not important
	
	
	

	Position in Female circumcision and why

	
	
	

	Position on the oath or role of the oath in the organization


	
	
	


2. The issue of land was the most compelling force behind the rebellion. To clarify how the Africans were dispossessed in Kenya, and how this helped to feed militancy in the countryside, BRIEFLY outline these issues:

a. The Crown Land Ordinance


b. The Land Commission Ruling


c. Early squatter rights (some only perceived) and obligations on European settler land

d. How the relationship between squatters and European settlers changed after WWII


e. European dictates that angered Africans in the Olenguruone resettlement scheme


f. Requirements Conservation Campaign of the 1940’s (purpose and dictates) that angered Africans
3. Many argue that the Mau Mau Rebellion sowed the seeds of its own failure. How might that be the case?
