Worksheet #4: Civil Conflict in Kenya
A. Battle for the Body 
This book chapter shows how a simple debate over where a man should be buried in Kenya came to act as a proxy debate for a number of deeper tensions and debates simmering in African society. For each of the following issues, identify the main groups involved and their positions over where the body should be buried. Then, explain how these groups are a proxy to the bigger underlying tension in society over the issue.

1. Tribalism vs Nationalism

a. The parties involved and their positions on the body

 

 

 

b. The bigger debate going on between these groups / society at large

 

 

 

  

2. Traditionalism vs Modernism

a. The parties involved and their positions on the body

 

 

 

b. The bigger debate going on between these groups / society at large

 

 

 

 

3. Women’s Rights

a. The parties involved and their positions on the body

 

 

 

b. The bigger debate going on between these groups / society at large

 

 

 
4. Presidential Politics

a. How Moi manipulated the outcome of the where the body would be buried

 

 

 

b. The bigger political manipulation he was performing
B. Kenya’s Critical Moment
1. Explain the underlying cause of Kenya’s recent civil unrest speaking specifically to:

a. Access to resources (i.e.) land

b. Access to power

2. Explain what is meant by the call for “majimbo”

3. Describe the two constitutional changes that (some argue) must occur if Kenya is to avoid civil war
a.

b.

4. What aspect of the ‘peace deal’ do you feel is most promising for Kenya’s future?
