Worksheet #5: The Coming Anarchy 
Before reading the article, read this worksheet. My questions do not match the article sequentially. Then, read the following sections (although, of course, you are welcome to read the whole thing!) 

Introduction (all) 





The Lies of Mapmakers (through para.73) 
A Premonition of the Future (all) 



A New Kind of War (para. 89-92) 
The Environment as Hostile Power (through para. 38) 
The Last Map (all)
The Past is Dead (through para. 56 and then just para 61-63)
To help organize your thoughts, identify paragraphs in Kaplan that address the main issues that I cover in this worksheet while you read. Write the paragraph numbers down next to the headings on this sheet. Then, answer the questions, using the paragraph numbers to help you find evidence to support your interpretations.
Population, Environment, and Social Conflict: paragraph #s:______________
1. Draw Kaplan’s “chain of explanation” (how he links social conflict to its causes . . . this leads to this leads to . . . ) Your chain should include “population growth” and “exploitation of natural resources” among others (add more boxes). The question is, what causes what?

[image: image1]
2. a. Identify 2 ways in which, according to Kaplan, Africa overexploits its natural resources 

i. 
ii. 
3. Thinking about our class discussion and readings for Oct 13th, what are other important causes of exploitation of natural resources in Africa? How might inclusion of those forces change Kaplan’s analysis?

4. Refer to your notes on Nov 17th for evidence to argue the point that Kaplan may be misreading how Africans are managing their landscape.
5. How might Mortimore and Tiffen (in Taking Sides) respond to Kaplan’s depiction of the relationship between population, environment and social conflict? Would they agree or disagree with Kaplan? What evidence would they bring to the table?
6. How might the authors in the Taking Sides Chapter on Darfur respond to Kaplan’s depiction of the relationship between population, environment and social conflict as it pertains to the Darfur case? Would they agree or disagree with Kaplan? How might they draw their own arrows of causality? What other “boxes” might they include that Kaplan does not?
i. UN Environ. Programme
ii. Polgreen

7. Considering the Mountain Gorilla case (Jenkins 2008), how might Jenkins draw arrows of causality between environmental degradation, population and social conflict? Would he agree or disagree with Kaplan?
8. Considering either the Kenya or Ivory Coast case (your choice) from the Oct 27th and 29th readings, does the case support or refute Kaplan’s analysis? Why?
Urbanization, Spirituality and Social Order -- paragraph #s:______________
9. Contrast the principal forces behind urbanization that Kaplan identifies and that we identified in class. Provide examples, clarifying whether they are “pushes” or “pulls” 

a. Kaplan’s: 

b. Class discussion:
10. Kaplan compares Animism and Islam by their ability to provide a moral/behavioral guide in the modern world. Counter Kaplan’s depiction of Animism as a source of social cohesion, referring to Mbiti (1990), Courlander and Herzog (1947), Achebe (1959), Emecheta (1979) or any other appropriate author 

11. Identify 2 ways in which The Joys of Motherhood either supports or counters Kaplan’s description of social decline and degradation in African cities. 
a. 

b. 

12. Identify 2 ways in which Abani’s Graceland either supports or counters Kaplan’s description of social decline and degradation in African cities. 

a. 

b. 

13. Identify 2 ways in which the film Tsotsi either supports or counters Kaplan’s description of social decline and degradation in African cities. 

a. 

b. 

A New Political Order and the Last Map -- paragraph #s:______________
14. Kaplan identifies what makes a “nation” and argues that African states are not. Do he and Gordon (2007) agree or disagree? Provide evidence. 
15. Provide a counter-argument to Kaplan’s depiction of Balkanization, explaining at least one reason why African states may stay together. Refer to you class notes from Oct 8th to make your case. 
16. Kaplan evokes several images of Africa’s cartographic future. Briefly describe / sketch each of these 

a. Victorian Atlas (paragraph 11)
b. Balkanization 
c. The Last Map 
13. Which of the above “maps” do you think may occur? Why? If none of the above, what do you see in Africa’s cartographic future? 
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