Book Discussion

The Color of Water by James McBride

1. Share the excerpt that you brought to class: a passage that you found interesting, and explain what it means to you.

2. What does James learn about himself through finding out about his mother's past? How has your knowledge - or lack thereof-about your family background shaped your own self-image?

3. Why do you think Ruth's discipline was so harsh and stern? What aspects of her mothering did you like, which ones would you change?

4. Prejudice is an undercurrent for most of the book. What is it about prejudice that makes us behave in such ways? How have our society’s attitudes toward people of mixed heritage changed over generations?

5. James' mother experienced three immigrations: from Poland to America; from Judaism to Christianity and from white to black. How did these changes affect her values and her life? What does her life tell us about the challenges of immigrants and of drastic life changes?

6. Faith plays an important part in Ruth's life. What impact did her faith have on her children? Do you think that faith is something that can be passed on from one generation to the next or do you think that faith that is instilled too strongly in children eventually causes them to turn away from it?

