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TEXTS

1).  Puntos de partida (2007), 8th ed.  Knorre et alle. Boston, Mass.: McGraw-Hill HEd. 

2)  Arana et ale..____________.  Workbook (WB) & Lab Manual (CD-RUM)
OBJECTIVES & REQUIREMENTS

This is a first-semester elementary-level course in Spanish, so it assumes no entry knowledge of the target language. This course is neither easy nor difficult, but it requires sufficient amount of time and effort devoted to it by the student in and out of class, lab work, daily attendance, and timely completion of assignments. A central goal of this course is for the student to achieve gradual functional skills in comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing. In order to reach this goal, consistent practice, study and enthusiasm are needed. The four skills mentioned above are gradually and constantly practiced in class and lab through various communicative activities. Likewise, Hispanic culture and literature are an integral part of this course.

Within this framework, class attendance, participation and assignments make up to a fifth of the course grade, so 3+ unexcused absences will affect the grade. You are urged to talk to, call or e-mail the instructor, reasonably in advance, in case of (verified) sickness or emergency. Furthermore, incomplete attendance counts as an absence, unless dully justified. 

The language lab is located in the first floor of Stevenson, at 1028. There is a language lab works. Periodic lab work reports are distributed in class. Lab work is a fundamental part of this course. One hundred (100) minutes per week of lab time is required for credit. This time is not cumulative and each week is counted separately. Fourteen weeks are counted in for a total of 1400 minutes. A 'CR' grade is required to pass the lab, which can be obtained with a minimum of 70% of the total quality time. That is, time in the lab is used to listen and repeat language material on audio cassette/CD, not to fill out workbook exercises or read the paper, for example.  Students should distribute their lab time evenly during the week. A suggested schedule is three to five days a week. One hundred minutes in one or two days should be avoided. For more information about lab hours, punching cards, time reports, and lab policies, please refer to the lab director, Prof. Train, or his assistants.  EDIT
Finally, it is important to point out that, although learning a second language should be an interesting and rewarding experience, states of anxiety and frustration may occur at any time. Students in need of advice are encouraged to contact the instructor and/or a counselor as soon a problem occurs.  Welcome and good luck!

COURSE EVALUATION:

Following is a percentage breakdown of the grading criteria for this course:

a) Class attendance and participation (1)…………………….… .........  20%

b) Workbook (WB)/Lab Manual (LM) assignments (2)….…... …….. 15%

c) Three pruebas or tests (3). ………………..………..………..…... ..  20%

d) Three composiciones or redacciones  (writing) .(4) ............……..…..15%

e) Final exam  (5)…………………..………………………….… ……30%

                                                                                          Total:  100%

NOTES

(1) Includes attendance, homework, and class work 

                    (3) Pruebas will take the whole class time. They all have the same format

                    (4) 
                    (5) Final exam is cummulative

SILABUS
	Date
	Day
	Content (Chapters covered)
	Assignments  (Page, exercise #)

	8/25
	W
	Introduction
	

	8/30
	M
	Ante todo
	8 B; 15 B; 21 (1-9)                

	9/01
	W
	Capítulo 1
	34 B(1-2); 36 A   

	9/08
	W
	              1
	41 A(1); 42 C                                                                                  

	9/13
	M
	               1
	 45 (1-5); 46 B

	9/15
	W
	               1
	  48 A; 56 A 

	9/20
	M
	            Repaso (Ante todo & Capítulo 1)
	

	9/22
	W
	           Test 1   (   “          “            “      )
	

	9/27
	M
	Capítulo 2       
	61 A; 63 C

	9/29
	W
	              2
	69 B; 74 B

	10/04
	M
	              2
	79 C(1-3); 82 A

	10/06 
	W
	              2
	  87 B; 95 B                                   

	10/11
	M
	Capítulo 3             
	99 A; 102 C;104 B

	10/13
	W
	              3         
	110 C; 113 A(1)           

	10/18
	M
	              3
	115 B(1); 117 B

	10/20
	W
	              3
	118 B; 127 B

	10/25
	M
	           Repaso (Capítulos 2 & 3)

   
	

	10/27
	W
	           Test 2   (     “         “        “)
	

	11/01
	M
	Capítulo 4           
	131 B; 133 B

	11/03
	W
	              4
	139 A; 145 C

	11/08
	M
	              4
	146 B; 149 A                                                                

	11/10
	W
	              4
	151 A(1-5); 153 B

	11/15
	M
	Capítulo 5
	164 A; 169 c(2)                                                                                      

	11/17
	W
	              5
	172 B; 178 B(1)                                                  

	11/22
	M
	              5
	180 E; 185 A(1-5); 187 B(1)

	11/29
	M
	              5
	188-9 B; 195-6 A

	12/01
	W
	           Repaso  (Capítulos 4 & 5)
	

	12/06
	M
	           Test 3  (      “        “       “)
	

	12/08
	W
	           Repaso general
	

	12/13
	
	FINAL EXAM
	HORA: 


************************************************************************

Please note: Dr. Porras has impaired vision and hearing. This condition requires him to make some adjustments in the classroom, such as asking students to speak up or repeat a question. Please also make yourself a little more visible to him by raising your hand higher and, if possible, sitting in the same place in class. Thank you for your understanding and cooperation

