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Anthro 325:  World Prehistory

Spring 2009
Tue/Thur 10:00-11:50
Stv. 2065

Professor Margaret Purser

margaret.purser@sonoma.edu, 664-3164

Office:  Stevenson Hall 2059 G;  Office hours:  Tues 1-2, Wed 9-10, Fri 10-11
Course Description


World Prehistory is a course that presents a global survey of the human past from the earliest evidence of tool use by hominid species to the emergence of stratified chiefly societies.  We will emphasize the complex diversity of past lifeways, including the development of many different social systems over time, and the wide range of cultural responses human groups have made to the longer term environmental changes of the past 300,000 years.  Case studies will focus on the nature of the archaeological data that support these investigations, with a special emphasis on the way that the interpretation of specific issues and data sets have changed as archaeological science has developed.  

Course Requirements
The required texts for this course are:

The Human Past: World Prehistory and the Development of Human Societies (Paperback) by Chris Scarre, (Editor).  Thames & Hudson (May 20, 2005);  ISBN: 0500285314.
Dragon Bone Hill : An Ice-Age Saga of Homo erectus (Hardcover) 
by Noel Thomas Boaz and Russell L. Ciochon.  Oxford University Press, (February 16, 2004).  (Hardcover) ISBN: 0195152913 

First Farmers: The Origins of Agricultural Societies.  By Peter Bellwood.  Wiley-Blackwell Press, 2004.  ISBN  0631205667

Course website:   http://www.sonoma.edu/anthropology/course_web_pages.htm (click on link to Anth 325 Purser). All course materials, assignment handouts, review sheets, and announcements will be posted here. In addition, Scarre’s “The Human Past” is supported by a student website, at http://www.thamesandhudsonusa.com/web/humanpast/  that can be used as a study guide. 
The course workload will consist of weekly assigned readings, onetake-home midterm exam, two case study assignments, and one take-home course final.  The two case study assignments will consist of a brief research paper for the Dragon Bone Hill case study, and a poster presentation for the First Farmers case study.  None of the exams except the final will be cumulative.  Review sessions, and review question handouts, will help prepare for each exam.  

Grading

Grades for this course will be weighted as follows:



Attendance: 5%



Take-home midterm: 15%


Dragon Bone Hill case study assignment: 20%


First Farmers case study assignment:  25%



Final exam:  25%

Course Calendar

1/27-1/29: Introduction to the course, course format, requirements, content.  Pretests. Assigned reading (as background): Scarre, ch. 1.

2/3-2/5:  Overview of Pleistocene era archaeology, discussion of Homo Erectus controversies. Assigned reading: Scarre, chapters 2, 3.
