Anth 325 World Prehistory
Spring 2009
Annotated Bibliography Handout #1
As we discussed in class, while both the archaeological and fossil record for the Acheulean tradition peoples are getting significantly richer and more diverse, it is sometimes difficult to ‘put the two together’, and get a more integrated picture of the three dominant human species of this time.  In particular, the archaeological record tends to get less attention in the popular press that no the hominid fossils recovered.  So our class annotated bibliography is designed to identify resources in the literature that provide information about specifically the archaeological record of these species, and what inferences have been drawn about their behavior – socially, technologically, and how they interacted with their diverse and changing environments.

Getting started:

What is an annotated bibliography? 


An annotated bibliography is a bibliography that has been annotated (no, really!) to provide a specific kind of information about the source being cited.  In our case, the kind of information we are focused on is anything that helps us answer the general questions:


1) What kind of archaeological record exists for the Homo species Ergaster, Erectus, and Heidelbergensis, around the world?


2) What kind of information about the behavior of these species is provided by  this archaeological record?

Each of you will be assigned to a specific region of the world, and you will need to focus your bibliography on that region.  You also need to focus on what these sources can tell us about the archaeology, and not primarily the biological evolution of the species.  You need to have a minimum of fifteen references for your bibliography.  Each paper should have an introductory section that describes what your individual component of the project was, and then summarizes the main points that you found out about that area/topic.  In general, your summaries should address the three larger topical sections we were looking at for Longgushan in the “Dragon Bone Hill” case study:  who? (what species), what behaviors? (what does the archaeological record look like, what kinds of behaviors are represented, etc), and in what environment?  Please also add a section on the main controversies, questions, or as-yet unavailable data for your area/time frame, etc.  

Include the following information in our annotations:

1.Species: what individual (or multiple?) species created the archaeological record discussed in this article.
2.Site(s): what sites provided the material being used as evidence?
3.Argument, issue, debate, presentation

4.Time(range)

5.Evidence:  what kind of data (artifacts, use wear, site modification, environmental reconstruction, dating, etc.) are being used to support the argument?
6.Author’s credentials, background, perspective 
You want to write your annotations in complete sentences.  Each entry should be long enough to cover the information listed above adequately.
Databases to Search


Most of the information we’ll need to answer these questions will be available in journal articles, not books.  This is particularly true because we want the most recent information possible.  If you are using a source that predates 1990, treat it as a ‘historical’ document, in the sense that the information presented needs to be identified as older, and not of the same standing as newer information or interpretations.  With extremely rare exceptions (see below) your sources need to be from peer-reviewed journals, not popular press, newspaper columns, or websites
To get at these kinds of articles, several databases are helpful:  

JSTOR:  use the ‘advanced search’ option to be able to select the specific journals you want to search, and to be able to set date ranges, use more searchable terms, etc. But remember that JSTOR has a ‘rolling window’: it will not give you articles for the last 3 to 5 years, depending on the journal.
EBSCO: Ebsco can be good, too, but responds better to either very SPECIFIC author names and site names, (eg. Francois Bordes, or Lascaux cave), or very GENERAL subject terms (eg. Acheulean, or Pleistocene).  Remember to select for peer reviewed articles for the most part, and to search for your subject terms under both ‘SU” (subject) and “TX” (all text) categories.
GOOGLE SCHOLAR: Google Scholar is good for more generic kinds of journals (eg. “Science”), but can be overwhelming.  A good place to search for specific site names and names of researchers, to help focus the search.

The Library database “Anthropology Quick Search” function can also be a good place to start.

Don’t forget to use both your textbook and your textbook support website for ideas about sites, names, issues, debates, etc. 

Project Websites: Some of the larger Pleistocene research projects, and the institutes that support them, have substantive websites where they publish project reports.  You can use a ‘report’ (not a generic project description) from a site like this AS LONG AS there is an author specified for the report AND you have a journal article written by that author, also.
Journals to Search


Many of the main journals for this field have their own websites, and searchable indexes for their publications.  This can be helpful because of the ‘rolling window’ of article availability in some databases like jstor.  Journals to google for their websites include:

Antiquity (which we get in our library)

Journal of Field Archaeology

Archaeology

Annual Review of Anthropology

World Archaeology

American Anthropologist

Current Anthropology

Oxford Journal of Archaeology

Environmental Archaeology

ArchNet (http://archnet.asu.edu/) 

