Anth 325:  World Prehistory
Spring 2009
Midterm Exam
February 17, 2009
The following questions cover chapters 2-4 in the Scarre textbook, and any materials presented in class.  Each of the questions below is designed to be answered as a short essay, not less than 1 but not more than 2 pages long, (word-processed, double-spaced, size 12 font with normal margins).  Pick any three to answer.  You can use your textbook and the course materials presented in class to answer the questions, but should not need to do any additional research for your answers.  The completed exams are due in class on Tuesday, February 24, at the beginning of class.  (Please do NOT email me electronic versions of your exam). Be as specific as possible,  and use examples to support your general statements.  Answers will be graded on their organization, completeness, and basic mechanics (eg. spelling, grammar, etc.).  Each answer is worth 30 points on a 100 point scale, with 10 points reserved for overall basic mechanics and writing competence.

1)  Discuss how the more recent fossil discoveries (since the 1960s) have altered earlier ideas about the evolutionary relationship between bipedalism and enlarged brains in early hominids.  What significance do these new ideas have for the advent of tool use in early hominids, and how this behavior influenced, or was influenced by, other aspects of human physiological and behavioral evolution?

2) Discuss any three archaeological sites associated with various hominid species described in chapter 2, and how the evidence at these sites has been used to infer physical and behavioral attributes, and change through time. 

3)  What is Oldowan stone tool technology?  What kinds of inferences have been drawn from these tools regarding early hominid behavior?

4)  What role has the environment, especially climate change, played in the long-term evolution of hominid species from australopithicenes to homo sapiens?

5) What was the Acheulean culture, archaeologically?  Address the kinds of inferences made about associated tools, behavior, and biology.  Why is it significant (identify at least two reasons)?

6) Discuss the different hypotheses for the development of fully modern humans during the last 250,000 years. Specifically address the arguments for and against the replacement vs. the multiregional models for the origins of modern humans.

7) What does the textbook mean by “modern behavior” in chapter 4?  What are the specific behaviors in question, and why are they interpreted as having so much significance?  What evidence exists for these behaviors?
