Anthro 325:  World Prehistory

Spring 2009
First Farmers
Poster Assignment

The poster assignments in this class are intended to present specific categories of data, information, or kinds of analysis that help us explore the contrasting positions archaeologists are taking on our “debate” topic:  the emergence of food production systems in human societies (“why did humans shift to food production?  What were the consequences? How did these ideas spread? What was the relationship between food-producers and hunter-gatherers?”)  Our focus is on the way that food production systems, or food “chains”, affect and influence the societies using them, and how the earliest origins of this economy can tell us more about our own food production systems today.  
The first thing to do is select a topic for your poster, based on the regional area you have been assigned, and on the list of issues, questions, topics or debates we have generated in class that are mentioned in either your textbook or the “First Farmers” case study.   The idea is to create a poster that illustrates how a particular kind of data or information is used to try to provide answers to the research questions that frame this chosen issue.  Your job is to create a fairly focused presentation of HOW your selected site or sites (Cahokia), topic (shift to maize agriculture), or data set (monumental mounds) provide evidence for the larger process or component of social change or economic intensification for your cultural area (North America).  

A good poster for presentation will have:

1) A single title panel at the top, phrased as a topic statement, or a question, as you like

2) A panel that gives a summary statement of what you are presenting:  eg., in the example above, this section would summarize what archaeologists have been saying about the role of agricultural intensification in the rise of social complexity.  This really requires that you focus:  there is no room to “bubblegum” this stuff the way sometimes happens in a research paper format.

3) A panel/panels that present the available data that archaeologists are using to make these claims, or have this discussion.  Try to be as inclusive, specific, and comprehensive as you can here.

4) A panel on conclusions:  what are the main points that are emerging from the analysis of your data set?  What do they have to say about the larger topic at hand (ie.,emergent social complexity).  These can be presented as a simple list of bullet points if you like.  But again, they need to be as specific, and comprehensive, as they can.  So, for example, if there are disagreements about how to interpret this material, or how it relates to the larger question, you need to include both sides.

5) A panel on contemporary relevance: how does this information give us any insight into the kinds of issues we face today in terms of our food supply, its sustainability, the social consequences of our food production systems, and so on?

6) A bibliography paper:  this should look just like any other bibliography you have done for a paper, but annotated briefly in the way you did your descriptions for the first assignment in this class.  You need to have a MINIMUM of ten sources in addition to your textbook.  Unless you have special permission, these need to be from peer-reviewed journals or published books. 

Posters should be mounted on regular poster board, if possible, although foam core is acceptable.  They need to be standard poster board dimensions (the 99¢ sheets) of around 22 x 28 inches.  Choose your own colors; images are positively encouraged.  Glue sticks not provided.

