First assignment for Cultural Landscapes Class

Jan. 19, 2008

This is something of an ‘ethnographic’, or maybe ‘text-analysis’ kind of assignment.  (When reading policy language, I always pretend I’m poring over the original Rosetta stone.  Often makes about as much sense…).  If it makes it any more palatable, I’ll be doing it with you, because it’s something I’ve always wanted to do, but never took the time before now.  We’re going to use our collective results as a launching point for our first discussion about the concept of ‘cultural landscape’, and its relationship to modern heritage/historic preservation/cultural resource policy.  Here’s what to do:

1) Go to the National Park Service’s Historic Landscapes Intiative website at http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/hli/ and browse through the various links there, with particular emphasis on the “Protecting Cultural Landscape” and “Landscape Guidelines” sections.
2) Then go to UNESCO World Heritage List Operational Guidelines website at http://whc.unesco.org/archive/opguide08-en.pdf    (this is a LARGE pdf file of a 173-page long document. The section on cultural landscapes starts on p. 85 of the document, which is p. 95 of the pdf.)  See also pp. 117-118 of the document.  
Now, develop a table, list, or some other way that works for you of comparing these two policy documents in the following ways:

1) How are landscapes defined?  How many different definitions do each of the policies accommodate? 

2) How many categories of landscapes are stipulated by each policy?  

3) How is the term “criteria” discussed for landscapes in each policy, in terms of being included and/or evaluated for inclusion?

4)  How is the term “significance” discussed for landscapes in each policy, in terms of being included and/or evaluated for inclusion?

5)  What kinds of steps do each of the policies suggest for the ‘management’ of cultural landscapes – how many can you find?
Don’t expect the two different columns on the table to be equivalent, or for there to be the same kind/amount of information on each question from both policies.  Just pull what you can, and try to be as inclusive/comprehensive as possible.  Be able to explain where you got your info.
