Anthro 327:  Archaeology of North America
Fall 2009
Poster Assignment


This assignment is designed to give you a basic introduction to the kinds of research questions currently shaping North American archaeology, and a sense of how archaeologists go about using their data to build analytical lines of inquiry into some specific research topic.  The first thing you need to do is to select a general research question from the list provided.  Then you need to do some research in the library and on the library databases to see how this question is being addressed in your assigned North American region.  

A good poster will have:

1) A single title panel at the top, with the title of your project AND a statement of your main point phrased as a topic statement, or a question, as you like.
2) A panel that gives a summary statement of what you are presenting:  this is where you say (for example) what it is, exactly, about the archaeology of African American sites that is helping us understand more about the nature of the European contact period in the Mid-Atlantic and Northeast, or way that environmental manipulation by California Native Americans resulted in their being able to make hunting and gathering economies support populations that were the equivalent of agricultural societies.  This should be about one good paragraph long, and be focused and specific, not general. Again, this really requires that you FOCUS:  there is no room to “bubblegum” this stuff on a poster the way sometimes happens in a research paper format.
3) A panel/panels that present the available data that archaeologists are using to make these claims, or have this discussion.  Try to be as inclusive, specific, and comprehensive as you can here.
4) A panel on conclusions:  what are the main points that are emerging from the analysis of your data set?  What do they have to say about the larger topic at hand (ie.,emergent social complexity).  These can be presented as a simple list of bullet points if you like.  But again, they need to be as specific, and comprehensive, as they can.  So, for example, if there are disagreements about how to interpret this material, or how it relates to the larger question, you need to include both sides.
5) A bibliography paper:  this should look just like any other bibliography you have done for a paper, but annotated briefly in the way you did your descriptions for the first assignment in this class.  You need to have a MINIMUM of ten sources in addition to your textbook.  Unless you have special permission, these need to be from peer-reviewed journals or published books. 

Posters should be mounted on regular poster board, if possible, although foam core is acceptable.  They need to be standard poster board dimensions (the 99¢ sheets) of around 22 x 28 inches.  Choose your own colors; images are positively encouraged.  Glue sticks not provided.

A word on photos, pictures, and graphics:  posters are really great for providing visual materials that support the point/s you are trying to make.  But at the university level, no part of your grade will be awarded for these elements.  ALL of the grade will come from the text components of the posters.  All photos/graphics you do not produce yourself must be cited for source.

The posters will be posted on the walls of STV 2065, and reviewed, gallery-style, by the class.  A representative selection will then be posted on the hall bulletin boards.  This assignment is due at the BEGINNING of class, Dec. 7.  
Thematic Research Questions in North American Archaeology
1. How and when did the original settlement of North America occur?  [How many settlement phases occurred, over all?]

2. How have humans adapted to the diverse environments of North America and to climate change over time? [How have humans modified their environments here?]

3. How, when, and where did food production develop in North America?

4. How, when, and where did sociopolitically complex, internally differentiated cultural systems develop in North America?

5. What ethnic identities can be identified and historically traced in North America’s past? [What is ‘ethnogenesis’, and what kinds of dynamics shaped the interactions between ethnic groups in North America?]

6. How did settlement by Europeans and culture contact between Native Americans and Europeans transform North American cultural and natural landscapes?

7. How did the United States and Canada develop into global and industrial powers?

8. Can archaeology serve as a tool for social problem-solving in contemporary American society?

