Anth 341: Emergence of Civilizations
Spring 2011
Reading Rubric

Weeks 2 & 3: Chapter 1, 2 in Scarre and Fagan

Chapter 1:  “The Study of Civilization”

1)  What is a civilization? How many different definitions does the text provide? (There are at least 3):

a)

b)

c)  

2)  What is a city? What is a state? How are these two definitions relevant to defining civilizations?

a) city = 

b) state = 

3) What is V. Gordon Childe’s “Checklist of Traits” for civilizations?

 
Primary characteristics:


1)


2) 


3)


4)


5)


Secondary characteristics


1)


2)


3)


4)


5)

4) What does Bruce Trigger say are some key differences between city-states and territorial states? 

5)  What is the difference between a ‘primary’ and a ‘secondary’ civilzations?

6) What do you think the phrase “less-complex societies”, on page 10, means?

Chapter 2: “Theories of States”

1)  What makes the basic anthropological approach to the study of early civilizations “evolutionary”?  List at least two features.

a)

b)

2)  What is a “settlement hierarchy”?

3) What are the “four classic theories” for the emergence of state societies listed in the text?  In each case, how have the theories been modified over time?


1) a) theory:


     b) modification:


2) a) theory:

                 b) modification:


3) a) theory:


     b) modification:


4) a) theory:


     b) modification:

4) Why do chiefdoms present such a special case, for comparison to early state-based societies? List at least 3 reasons:


1) 


2)


3)

5) What does it mean that a civilization “collapsed”?  How is this linked to the discussion about the long-term sustainability of state-based societies?

