Anth 341: Emergence of Civilizations
Reading Rubric: Social Organization theme
March 8-17
	Comparative Question
	Egypt (4)
	Shang China (6)
	“Your” Society

	1)   How did the geography of early agricultural village life in these two regions affect the shape of the later early state territories and settlement patterns in each region?
	
	
	

	2)  What is the ‘cultural sequence’ in each of these areas?  What is the historical timeline? (What are the names and dates of the different cultures that occupy each area?)
	
	
	

	3)  What role did increasing competition between the emerging elites of smaller centers play in appearance of the earliest states in each of these civilizations?
	
	
	

	4)  What were the relationships between elites and nonelites in these societies?  In each case, where did these two groups tend to live?  How were they linked economically and politically?  How many different occupational categories do we have evidence for?
	
	
	

	5)  What role did belief systems play in defining the different social categories in each of these societies?  Where do we get the evidence for these beliefs?
	
	
	

	6)   What role did kinship play in the functioning of the state bureaucracy, in each of these early states?  
	
	
	


Instructions:  fill out this rubric as a Word document.  Use the course textbook for your information; you do NOT need any additional sources to fill out the rubric).  NOTE: anthropologists study social organization by looking for how a given society defined several fundamental categories of identity: age, gender, kinship, and for state-based societies, status (elite, non-elite, etc.) and occupation.  One key transformation that happened as societies shifted from non-state to state-based societies is that all these categories got redefined.  
