Anth 341: Emergence of Civilizations
Weeks 4-5 Reading Rubric:  “Environment” Theme
Feb 22-Mar 3
	Comparative Question
	Mesopotamia (3)
	Early Andean States (17)
	“Your” Society (assigned)

	1)   What were the basic environmental characteristics of this region? (eg. mountains, rivers, oceans, deserts?) How many DIFFERENT kinds of environments were contained in each region?
	
	
	

	2)  How did these environments affect the transition to domestication and food production (agriculture) in each region? (what wild plants and animals were domesticated? )
	
	
	

	3)  What is the ‘cultural sequence’ in this area?  What is the historical timeline? (What are the names and dates of the different cultures that occupy this area?)
	
	
	

	4)  What evidence is there for environmental impacts on these regions, during the long histories of the early civilizations there? How stable were the environments?
	
	
	

	5)  What evidence do we have for large-scale human modification of these environments, in these regions?
	
	
	

	6) What non-food resources did these regions develop?  Did they find them in their own, local environment, or did they have to trade for them?  How did the environment affect trade in these societies?
	
	
	


Instructions:  fill out this rubric as a Word document (this will allow you to expand each cell to add all the info you need).  Use the course textbook for your information; you do NOT need any additional sources to fill out the rubric).  NOTE: information that you need to answer the questions for each society will not necessarily be in sections of the text chapter that are labeled “environment”.  For both societies, read the WHOLE chapter, and look for information that helps you answer the environmentally focused questions.  You can also use material covered in course lectures.
