Sonoma State University
Anthropology Dept.
Anth 341: Emergence of Civilizations, Section 1 
Spring 2011
	Instructor:
	Dr. Margaret Purser

	Office Location:
	Stevenson 2054G

	Telephone:
	(707) (664-3164)

	Email:
	margaret.purser@sonoma.edu

	Office Hours:
	Tuesdays 10-11, Wednesdays 1-2, Thursdays 10-11

	Class Days/Time:
	TTh 8-9:15

	Classroom:
	Stevenson 2065

	GE/SSU Studies Category: 
	Satisfies GE Area D2


Course Description and Goals
 “Emergence of Civilizations” is a course that explores the origins, structure, and implications of the form of social organization in which the majority of the world’s population now lives:  societies organized in some form of urbanized, state-based social, political, and economic organization.  Where did this form of social organization come from?  How did it evolve the kinds of traits it now has?  How much variability has there been among the different forms of civilizations that has existed in the past?  How stable are civilizations, socially, economically, and ecologically?  These are the kinds of questions we will be addressing over the next fifteen weeks.  We will be doing so by working our way through as broad a range of case studies we can possibly cover.  The goal is not to become experts in the specific details of any given civilization.  Nor will we posit one particular civilization as the “normative”, or “core” society, against which all others are measured.  Instead, we will use a variety of different angles, including social, economic, and ideological, to compare different civilizations, and see what similarities and differences emerge from this comparison.  Ultimately, the goal is to see what relevance these comparisons might have to understanding the nature of our own urbanized, state-based society.  

A word about GE courses:  This course satisfies the upper division GE category D2, or “Nature and Development of Complex Societies”.  The SSU online catalogue says, “This subject area examines the emergence of complex societies and their diver​sity across time and space. Courses examine the ways in which societies and aspects of them function and interact, and the theoretical constructs that have been developed to explain these interactions and their social and environmental consequences”.  Area D generally is devoted to the Social Sciences, which “concentrate on the description and explana​tion of organization, variation and change in social practices and institutions. Courses in this area examine the diversity, variety and complexity of human life at every scale from the individual to the global. Courses instill an appreciation of the multiple perspectives and methodologies that social science disciplines offer for under​standing the human experience.”

In our case, we will be using the basic theoretical and methodological framework of the social science discipline of anthropology, and its subfield archaeology.  Our goal is to explore the similarities and differences between a number of ancient civilizations, and to see what insights from this analysis we might apply to our own circumstances, as humans living in yet another phase of civilization.  One thing this will mean is that we will be examining material from a different perspective than you may have used before in previous courses, or that you have had presented in popular literature and the media.    An anthropological perspective will differ significantly from one used in a humanities-based discipline like art history, for instance, or a natural science like biology.  We will also be using data and analyses at a substantive and scholarly level, not at the “popular science” level of Discovery Channel or National Geographic.  Some students may find both the material and the perspective challenging, while others will not, depending on previous academic experience, level of background information, and personal interest.  The purpose of the course is NOT to make everyone memorize all the dates of First Kingdom Egypt, become an archaeologist, or to stipulate that this approach to this material is the only one available.  However, assignments and exams will require students to demonstrate that they have grasped the basic concepts being used, can apply them to new material, and can critically evaluate how well others have applied them.  This will help us fulfill the fundamental purpose of GE coursework:  to broaden your academic experience, and allow you as wide a range of opportunities as possible in which to develop your abilities to integrate what you are learning into some larger sense of yourself and the world around you.  This is the heart of a liberal arts education, and is the basic orientation of this university’s curriculum.

Student Learning Objectives
This subject area in the GE curriculum examines the emergence of complex societies and their diversity across time and space. Courses examine the ways in which societies and aspects of them function and interact, and the theoretical constructs that have been developed to explain these interactions and their social and environmental consequences.  Students in an Area D2 course will:
· Learn a variety of conditions in which complex social systems have emerged and in which they have transformed. 
· Acquire an appreciation for a significant range and diversity of societies across a broad temporal and geographic span.
· Attain a basic geographical and historical literacy. Students will be able to identify the locations and the basic chronological framework of the cultures studied. 
· Study the ways in which aspects of these societies function and interact. These aspects include belief systems, social stratification, differential access to resources, gender, exchange, and conflict.
· Learn current theoretical constructs that explain these phenomena. 
· Study ways in which societies interact with their physical environment. These include adaptations to, and modifications of, the environment as well as reactions to change in the environment. 

Required Texts/Readings 
Textbook:
Christopher Scarre and Brian M. Fagan, “Ancient Civilizations”.  Pearson/Prentice-Hall, 2008,(Third Edition).  ISBN 978-0-13-192878-7 (paperback).  These books are available at the SSU Bookstore and online from a number of sources.  Used copies are encouraged, but PLEASE: make sure you get 3rd edition, ONLY!
Other Readings and Assignments:
Some additional readings or website assignments will be made during this course, as needed.  These will be made via the course website and in class.  The website supporting this course is located at [see information handout].  This is not a Web-CT or Moodle page, but a simple url with links.  All course materials and handouts will be made available on this site.
Classroom Protocol

Please note that all due dates are firm, and late assignments cannot be submitted without affecting your grade.  Specifically, unless some other arrangement has been made IN ADVANCE, each day late will reduce the possible point value of the grade for that assignment by five points.  Because this course has weekly assignments, if you do not submit the assignment by the end of the week in which it is assigned, it will not be accepted.  

Course attendance is a part of your grade.  A sign-up sheet will be passed around every class meeting, within the first 15 minutes of class.  In the course of the semester, everyone will probably have some kind of emergency or conflict arise that means they must arrive late, or leave early, but these should be kept to an absolute minimum.  Please observe the basic courtesy of not leaving in the midst of lecture unless it is absolutely necessary, and if you must leave for some reason, please be as courteous and undisruptive as possible to your fellow classmates as you exit.  It is the responsibility of each student to find out what material they have missed by coming late or leaving early.   

Please show the basic courtesies due to your colleagues in a public gathering:  turn off your cell phones, keep conversation to a minimum, and try to make any accommodation needed for people with any special needs.  
Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal, etc. Information on add/drops are available at http://www.sonoma.edu/ar/registration/addclasses.shtml. Students should be aware of the current deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes. 
Course Requirements 

We will be working our way through a general introduction to the subject of early state-based societies, and then through overviews of ten of those societies from around the world.  These ten will be organized in pairs, and with each pair, we’ll be focusing on one of five over-arching comparative themes: environment, social organization, economy, political structures, and cultural frameworks.  In addition, the class will be divided into ten work groups, and each group will be assigned one of the ten societies as their focus for all the in-class exercises and thematic assignments.  The course requirements include attendance, reading the assigned readings, completing five reading rubrics, and five written thematic exercises.  The reading rubrics will consist of 2 or 3 questions, designed to help you identify what to read ‘for’, in each week’s assignment.  The thematic assignments ask you to apply the information gained from the readings to a thematic discussion topic for that section of the class.  The final exam will be cumulative, and will be an in-class objective format exam.  The different assignments are weighted as follows:

Weekly rubric questions:       

20%


Written thematic assignments:   
50%


Final exam:

           

25%


Attendance: 

             
  5%

Grading Policy

Grading Policy:  Grades for course assignments will be evaluated on a numerical point basis, out of 100 possible points in each case, unless otherwise specified.  Criteria for assigning grades will be stipulated in writing with each individual assignment.  Cumulative grades for the semester will be weighted according to the chart listed above.  Some general standard criteria for upper division university course work do apply for this course:  this includes spelling, grammar, complete sentence structure (where appropriate), and other basic mechanics of English writing.  If you think your writing skills could use a brush-up, or you find yourself getting papers marked down consistently for simple errors, I would urge you to take advantage of SSU’s excellent Writing Center services.  They are located in 1103 Schulz Information Center, and you can check them out at http://www.sonoma.edu/programs/writingcenter/ .  

Please note that all due dates are firm, and late assignments cannot be submitted without affecting your grade.  Specifically, unless some other arrangement has been made IN ADVANCE, each day late will reduce the possible point value of the grade for that assignment by five points.  
PLEASE NOTE:  To request academic accommodations due to a disability, please contact the disabled student services office (their phone is 664-2677 and they are located in Salazar 1049.  Their website is:  http://www.sonoma.edu/dss/ ).  If you have a letter from their office indicating that you have a disability that requires academic accommodations, it is helpful to let me know WITHIN THE FIRST TWO WEEKS OF CLASS (by Feb. 11) so we can discuss the accommodations that you might need in this class.  Your accommodation will be effective from the date that you provide the letter.  
Course attendance is a part of your grade.  A sign-up sheet will be passed around every class meeting, within the first 15 minutes of class.  In the course of the semester, everyone will probably have some kind of emergency or conflict arise that means they must arrive late, or leave early, but these should be kept to an absolute minimum.  Please observe the basic courtesy of not leaving in the midst of lecture unless it is absolutely necessary, and if you must leave for some reason, please be as courteous and undisruptive as possible to your fellow classmates as you exit.  It is the responsibility of each student to find out what material they have missed by coming late or leaving early.   
University Policies
Academic integrity:
Students should know that the University’s Cheating and Plagarism policy is available at http://www.sonoma.edu/UAffairs/policies/cheating_plagiarism.htm. Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at Sonoma State University and the University’s policy, require you to be honest in all your academic course work.. 

Instances of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated. Cheating on exams or plagiarism (presenting the work of another as your own, or the use of another person’s ideas without giving proper credit) will result in a failing grade and sanctions by the University. For this class, all assignments are to be completed by the individual student unless otherwise specified.
Campus Policy on Disability Access for Students 

"If you are a student with a disability and you think you may require accommodations, please register with the campus office of Disability Services for Students (DSS), located in Salazar Hall - Room 1049, Phone: (707) 664-2677, TTY/TDD: (707) 664-2958. DSS will provide you with written confirmation of your verified disability and authorize recommended accommodations. This authorization must be presented to the instructor before any accommodations can be made.".  The policy can be found at http://www.sonoma.edu/uaffairs/policies/disabilitypolicy.htm 
Emergency Evacuation 

If you are a student with a disability and you think you may require assistance evacuating a building in the event of a disaster, you should inform your instructor about the type of assistance you may require. You and your instructor should discuss your specific needs and the type of precautions that should be made in advance of such an event (i.e. assigning a buddy to guide you down the stairway). We encourage you to take advantage of these preventative measures as soon as possible and contact the Disability Services for Students office if other classroom accommodations are needed.
SSU Writing Center 

The SSU Writing Center is located in Schulz 1103. The Writing Center helps SSU students, faculty, and staff members (as well as members of the wider community) become better writers and produce better written documents.  The Writing Center website is located at http://www.sonoma.edu/programs/writingcenter/default.html.

Anth 341 Fall 2010 Course Schedule 
	Week
	Date
	Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

	1 Intro

	2/1-2/3
	Course Overview

	2 Intro

	2/8-2/10
	Chapter 1: “What is a Civilization?”

	3 Intro

	2/15-2/17
	Chapter 2: “Theories of States”

	4 Env

	2/22-2/24
	Mesopotamia and Early Andean States (Chapters 3 and 17)

	5 Env

	3/1-3/3
	“Embedded Reporter” exercise

	6 Soc

	3/8-3/10
	Egypt and China (Chapters 4 and 6)

	7 Soc

	3/15-3/17
	Filing Your Taxes Exercise 3/17

	8 Pol

	3/22-3/24
	Highland Mesoamerica and Andean States (Chapters 16 and 18).  

	9 Pol

	3/29-3/31
	Political comparisons, continued.  MARCH 31: CESAR CHAVEZ DAY; CAMPUS CLOSED

	10 Pol
	4/5-4/7
	TV series pilot script exercise 4/7. Set-up for Economic unit 4/7


	10Economy


	4/12-4/14
	Aegean and Northeast Africa (Chapters 9 and 12)

	
	4/18-4/22
	SPRING BREAK:  CAMPUS CLOSED


	11Economy

	4/26-4/28
	Aegean and Northeast Africa (Chapters 9 and 12) Monopoly game Exercise 4/28.  

	12Economy

	5/3-5/5
	Introduction to Cognitive and Cosmological Unit 

	13Culture

	5/10-5/12
	Lowland Mesoamerica and Harappa (Chapters 15 and 5)

	14Culture

	5/17-5/19
	Cosmology Exercise 5/17.  Final Exam Review 5/19

	Final Exam


	Tuesday, May 24  
	Stevenson 2065, 8 a.m.-9:50 a.m.









