Anth 341: Emergence of Civilizations

“Bronze Age Monopoly” Assignment

April 12 – 28, 2011

Your assignment is to write the rules for a board game, using the board provided.  If you are choosing the Aegean route, then “Start” is Mycenae.  Your ‘righthand’ page is the Mediterranean, where the trade is going.  Your ‘lefthand’ page is trans-alpine Europe, where the materials are coming from.   If you are choosing the Northeast African route, then “Start” is Meroe.  Your ‘righthand’ page is subSaharan Africa, where the materials are coming from.  Your ‘lefthand’ page is Egypt, where the trade is going. 
 You need to write the rules for a game that explains why, and how, a piece of cargo would move from the place where it started from to the place where it ended up.  “You” (or each game piece in your game) are a single item of a particular kind of commodity: a ceramic pot, an ivory tusk, a glass, copper, tin, or bronze ingot, a bronze vessel, a jar of olive oil, a chunk of frankincense or myrrh, amber beads, etc. The goal is to get to a ‘final’ destination.  You are NOT a trader, merchant, or any other kind of person.
Your rules need to be at least two pages long.  You need to cover all of the material in all of the questions.  You also need to write the descriptions on the game board that match your ‘rules’.  Turn the ‘rules’ and the ‘board’ in as a set.  
1) What kind of good are you? Are you a raw material, or a processed good? Where do you come from? [Your game needs at least 4 kinds of goods – one for each ‘game piece’. There should be a mix of raw materials and processed goods.]

2) How are you moving? What is in the cargo with you? What kinds of environments will you/your traders have to travel through?  

3)  How many sets of hands will you pass through (what is the route of your “point-to-point” trade?)  What are you traded for?  (Or, what’s moving in the trade network going the other direction?) How many times are you traded?  
4)  Who is in charge of the exchanges, at each place?  Are you part of a religious ceremony, a market exchange, or a craftsperson’s search for materials?  

5)  Where do you end up?  Why? What is the evidence for this? [Hint: this is the ‘archaeological’ question.]

