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You are a low-level diplomatic attaché on a Vulcan starship, and this is your very first voyage.  In an alternate universe far, far away, Starfleet Command has come across a situation of impending all-out war between two early urban societies on a remote planet.  You have been assigned to spend the next two weeks assessing the situation, and writing a brief that will provide the peace negotiators from the United Federation of Planets with all the background information about these two societies that they will need to act as mediators in the upcoming peace conference.  You have been specifically instructed to collect data on the local cosmological and ideological beliefs in each of the two societies, as this information will be critical to communication with the negotiating parties.  The pressure is on, because the Ambassador Spock of the Vulcan High Command will be arriving on the planet in just two weeks.  

And suddenly, disaster strikes!! Your translator unit goes on the blink.  There you are, walking the streets of an early city on a distant planet, charged with understanding the deepest thoughts and beliefs of not one, but TWO societies, and you cannot understand a word anybody says.  Desperate, you spend your time studying the public art and iconography you can see on the streets, and taking copious notes about any rituals and ceremonial events you happen to stumble upon.  Thankfully, the ship’s transporter still works, so you can beam back and forth between the cities of your two societies.  Remember: your job is to inform your superiors about how these two societies see the world, explain the universe, and define the relationship between humans and the supernatural. [NOTE: For this exercise, we have to suspend adherence to absolute dates for time, and for geographical location.  In other words, write the response AS THOUGH the two societies you select were existing at the same time, and next door to each other (but in their ‘real’ environments).]

Which two societies are you reporting on?  You have two options. You may either:
1) Use “your” society and EITHER the Maya or the Indus River civilizations.

2) If “your” society is EITHER Mayan or Harappan, then use both of them. 


In your report, be sure to address/answer the following issues/questions:

1)  What are some of the key symbols seen in the religious art of these two societies, and what do they seem to mean?  How can you tell?  (Remember to use your textbook and the assigned websites for this, and not what seems ‘obvious’ to you).  What do these symbols have in common?  How do they differ?
2)  How did the political rulers of each society connect themselves to the religious iconography?  What is the evidence for this?  How do they use this connection?

3)  What evidence is there in each society for ‘formal systems of knowledge’, such as mathematics, science, engineering, and so on?  Who in each society gets to possess this knowledge?  
4) If you wanted to prevent conflict between these two societies, how would you explain the cosmology of one of them to representatives of the other?

5)  Based on your cited data, what are your recommendations for resolving this escalating conflict?

(Just FYI: We’ve decided the “Prime Directive” is “really more like guidelines”…)
