Anth 341: Emergence of Civilizations
Spring 2011
“Filing Taxes” Exercise

Social Organization Theme

Due March 17, 2011
This thematic unit’s assignment asks you to ‘file taxes’, as a commoner in either early Egyptian or Chinese civilizations, or in your ‘own’ early urban society.  To do this, you need to report on the people living in your ‘household’, how they are related to you, what they do, and then what they might owe to the central administrative authority (pharaoh, etc.)  You can use your own family as a model, or invent one: you just need to have a minimum of 25 individuals in your ‘household’, across 3 generations.  Yours is a commoner household, but you can have craftspeople in the group.  (As commoners, you do not own slaves).
How do you figure out what your household might be producing, and what you owe? Remember that there is no cash or currency in your economy, so you can ‘pay’ your taxes with things you produce, or with your labor.  So, what do people grow for food in your society?  What can you ‘store’, of that food production?  What kinds of crafts do elites want in your society?  How would your household get the resources to make those crafts (if you say you are a Shang bronzesmith, how are you getting your tin, copper, and the massive fuel supply you need to smelt the bronze?  If you are spinning and weaving linen for an Egyptian elite, do you grow your own flax, or do you get the flax from someone else?  How?)

Decide whether you are a commoner with a local elite patron, or a commoner in a more centralized, bureaucratic state.  Decide whether you live in or close to a major urban center, or out in the countryside.  Decide how many people in your household produce food and supplies for the household, and how much surplus you can produce.  Decide how much land you have access to, for farming, and whether you have that land for yourself, or if it is land you farm for your patron.  
Then write a two- to three-page “tax return”.  In it answer the following questions:

1) Who is in your household?  How are they related to each other?  Where do you live?
2)  What did your household produce, this year? How many different kinds of things did you produce?  Did you get anything from outside your own household?  Your own village or town? If so, how did you acquire these other items?
3) What do you owe to the government?  

4) How will you pay that debt?  
5) In a separate answer, describe what kinds of SPECIFIC evidence archaeologists have for this kind of social organization.  What difference does it make in our understanding of an early urban state’s social organization, whether there are written records for the society? (Remember to cite page numbers or specific class lectures/powerpoints.
In addition to your textbook, you can use the Wikipedia entries for “Ancient Egypt” and “Shang China” as sources.
