Anth 341: Emergence of Civilizations
“Cosmology and Ideology” Theme Comparisons Reading Rubric

May 3 – 17, 2011
	Comparative Question
	Harappa/Indus (5)
	Lowland Mesoamerica/Maya (15)
	“Your” Society

	1)  What is the ‘cultural sequence’ in this area?  What is the historical timeline? (What are the names and dates of the different cultures that occupy this area?) 
	
	
	

	2)  How did the environments of each region affect the transition to domestication and food production (agriculture) in each region?  How did inter-regional trade play a role in the development of village life, in each case?
	
	
	

	3)  What is the earliest evidence for the basic symbols that characterize the belief systems in these areas?  What were these symbols?  What are the debates over how to interpret the symbols?
	
	
	

	4)  How did the political ideology of each region shape the way that these states developed over time?  How did the link between politics and religion change over time in each region?
	
	
	

	5)  What kinds of evidence do we have for understanding how these societies understood the world around them (eg. Writing, science, mathematics, astronomy, etc.)?
	
	
	


Instructions:  Fill out the rubric using material from the course textbook AND course powerpoint presentations.  You SHOULD also use information from the following websites:  http://www.mohenjodaro.net/ , http://www.harappa.com/indus/map1.html ,  http://www.harappa.com/indus/map1.html and http://www.archaeologyonline.net/artifacts/harappa-mohenjodaro.html for Harappa;  http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2007/08/maya-rise-fall/map-interactive , http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maya_calendar , http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Popol_Vuh , and http://www.destination360.com/tikal/guide.htm for Maya (last link just for images, not info!)
