Anth 341: Emergence of Civilizations
“Environment” Theme Exercise

Feb. 24-Mar 3, 2011
“Embedded Reporter” Exercise


The general idea of this exercise is to imagine yourself a ‘CNN’-style (modern, TV media) reporter, who’s been ‘dropped’ into the scene of some catastrophic natural disaster in either Mesopotamia, the Early Andean states (eg. Early Horizon states), or your ‘own’ assigned civilization (Harappa, Shang China, etc).  Your job is to cover the disaster for the viewers back ‘home’.  (These disasters can be single-event types, like floods or earthquakes, or longer term events like droughts or decades-long temperature shifts (warmer or colder).  Use the material provided by your textbook and the course lectures ONLY.  Write a 2-page, (double-spaced, 12-font, regular margins) “script” for your video report.  In this script, make sure you address IN DETAIL the following topics or questions:

1) Where are you in this civilization?  What city are you located in or near?  What is the surrounding environment like? (Are you near a river, or mountains? The sea or the desert?)  

2) What, exactly, has happened?  Be sure to pick a ‘disaster’ that is logical for this region, and for which your text or the lecture gives you some evidence.  (So, for example, do not talk about onsets of sudden Ice Ages triggered by alien space rays; we’re only taking the ‘fiction’ so far, here).

3)  What role did the local environment play in this disaster? (To put it another way, what was ‘natural’ about this disaster?)

4) What role did human activity play in either causing, or exacerbating this disaster? (There needs to be at least some of both kinds of causality: in other words, no purely ‘natural’ or purely ‘cultural’ disasters).

5)  What impacts is the disaster having on the people in this city?  In the surrounding region?  Think about BOTH shorter term consequences, (ie, with a flood, disease, distruction) and longer term consequences (food shortages, regional conflict/competition over limited resources, etc).
6) In a separate paragraph at the end of the script, describe what different kinds of evidence your text and the lectures have discussed that archaeologists would have available to them to be able to ‘see’ a record of such disasters and their consequences  in the archaeological sites of this region?
