Anth 341: Emergence of Civilizations

Spring 2011
 “Virtual Midterm II”

May 11, 2011
1)  What were the basic components of the political systems of all early urban states?  What is the institution of ‘divine kingship’, and how did it work in these kinds of societies?  What kinds of archaeological and documentary evidence do we have for these kinds of political systems?
2) How did the existence of earlier or preceding widespread set of beliefs and ceremonial systems  affect the political development of later states?
3)  What shaped the nature of territorial and economic expansion, in early states?  What were some key differences in the ways that territorial states and city states expanded? How did these two types of expansion affect the political organization of the state? Be able to discuss at least 3 examples.  

4) What was the political function of cities in early urban states? How were cities organized, to support these political (and economic) functions?  Be able to compare and contrast cities in at least two DIFFERENT civilizations.

5)  In what ways were the economies of early urban states similar to those of our modern urban states?  Be able to give at least three similarities, with three examples.  In what ways were their economies different from ours? Be able to discuss at least four differences.
6)  What is a ‘brokering’ society?  Be able to compare and contrast how the economies of a brokering society (either in the Aegean or in Northeast Africa) compared and contrasted with the economies of primary states in their regions (such as Egypt or Mesopotamia).

7)  What is ‘point to point’ trade?  How do goods move along these kinds of trade routes?  What was the relationship between moving raw materials, processed commodities, and finished goods, in these kinds of early, non-industrialized trade networks? Give at least 3 examples.

8)  What are some of the links between politics, trade, and technology, in different kinds of early urban states? Be able to discuss this for at least one ‘brokering’ society, and at least one primary urban society, either a territorial state or a city state.

9)  What were the characteristics of belief systems in early urban states?  How did they differ from more recent transcendental religions?  

10) What is a cosmology?  What are the key questions that all cosmologies must address?  Be able to discuss what we know about the cosmological systems of at least two early urban states.  What evidence do we have for these cosmologies, in these states?

11)  What were the linkages between the cosmological and political systems of early urban states?  Using at least two examples, be able to discuss how these relationships changed over the history of the society.

12)  What evidence do we have for the development of specialized systems of knowledge in these societies?  How were these kinds of specialized knowledge linked to both the cosmological and political systems in their societies?  Use at least 3 specific examples.
