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1)  What is a ‘civilization’, according to archaeologists and anthropologists?  How are the terms “city” and “state” relevant to our understanding of civilizations as a form of human society?  

2)  How did 19th century “cultural evolutionary theory” explain the origins of early civilizations?  Why did this theory turn out to be erroneous? (List at least 3 flaws).  How do modern social scientists think of civilizations as being ‘evolutionary’ (ie., developing over time)?
3)  What is a “settlement hierarchy”?

3) What are the “four classic theories” for the emergence of state societies listed in the text?  In each case, how have the theories been modified over time?


1) a) theory:


     b) modification:


2) a) theory:

                 b) modification:


3) a) theory:


     b) modification:


4) a) theory:


     b) modification:

4) Why do chiefdoms present such a special case, for comparison to early state-based societies? List at least 3 reasons:


1) 


2)


3)

5) What does it mean that a civilization “collapsed”?  How is this linked to the discussion about the long-term sustainability of state-based societies?

6)  )  Compare the ways in which the natural environments in  Mesopotamia and the Andean region affected the transition to domestication and food production (agriculture) in each region.  
7)  What evidence is there for environmental impacts on the Mesopotamian and Andean regions, during the long histories of the early civilizations there? How stable were the environments?  Compare the environmental histories of these two civilizations to one other we have studied, in terms of the relative environmental stability, and the way that human modification of the environments affected this long-term stability.
8)  Compare the ways in which  the availability of different kinds of resources in their local environments affected the development of two different civilizations.  What non-food resources did these regions develop?  Did they find them in their own, local environment, or did they have to trade for them?  How did the environment affect trade in these societies?

9)  Compare the ways that the geography of early agricultural village life in Egypt and the Andean regions affected the distribution of the later early state territories and settlement patterns in each region?  Were these patterns similar, or different, from the geographical patterns we see for Mesopotamia.  In each case, do we see the first cities in the same areas where we saw the first agricultural villages, or in different areas?  What are some possible explanations of these differences in the ways the settlement patterns developed?
10)  What role did increasing competition between the emerging elites of smaller centers play in appearance of the earliest states in the Shang and Egyptian civilizations?  Why does this give us important information about the relationship between emerging 

chiefdoms and early states, in trying to understand how social hierarchy developed in human societies?

11)  What were the relationships between elites and nonelites in early urban societies?  What two different patterns do we tend to see, in where these two groups tended to live?  How were they linked economically and politically?  How many different occupational categories do we have evidence for? What kinds of evidence do we have for any social mobility in early urban societies?  Give specific examples.
12)  What happened to kinship systems of pre-urban societies, as they shift to urban ways of life?  How were their belief systems linked to this change?  How were their economies linked to this change? Give specific examples.  
