OBSERVATION OF MEMORY USAGE

Definition of recognition: the ability to tell whether something is the same as what has been seen before.

Definition of recall:  the ability to generate a mental image of an absent item.

Preschools recognition memory is very strong.  

Their recall memory is not as strong.  At the age of 2, a child may recall 1-2 items; at age 4, a child recalls 3-4 items, at 5-6, a child recalls 4-6 items.

Recognition Task:

1. Show the child 10 items.  Name them with the child

2. After the child has had a good look at them, cover the items with the cloth or remove them.

3. Then combine the 10 original items with 6 unfamiliar items.

4. Place all 16 items on the table.

5. Ask the child to point to the items that he/she has seen before.

6. Keep track of the number of items that the child recalls.

Recall Task:

1. Remove or cover all 16 items on the table.

2. Ask the child to name the items that he/she remembers.  (Try to observe the memory strategy being used.)

3. Write down what the recalled items are.

4. Ask child how he/she remembered the items.

If time, play, “What’s Missing?”

1. Put 5 items on the table.  Name each item.  

2. Ask child to remember these items because you’re going to take one away.

3. Cover the items and take one away, and ask “what’s missing?”

4. Ask the child how he/she knew what was missing.

5. (You can adjust the number of items depending on the child’s success.)

