Suggestions for Extra Credit

There are several opportunities to submit extra credit work, up to 5% of the total class points (25 points.)  It can positively affect your grade if you have had some absences, missed a comprehension quiz, missed one or more homework assignments, etc.  The points you earn will be based on what you submitted: the time it took you to complete and the thoughtful synthesis that went into your work. 

Here are some ideas:

· Reporting on a current event – read an article detailing a local, national or international issue.  Write 3 paragraphs:

· summarizing what you have read

· explaining why it is important 

· discussing fully how this relates to what you are learning in this course

Articles can be from mass media or professional sources.  Attach your article and your summary to submit to me.  (max of 5 points)

· Going to a lecture or presentation – there are frequent talks on and off campus that relate to children, family and/or the community.  Write a 3-paragraph reflection with the same format as listed above.  Attach the ticket or flyer to your write-up and submit to me. (max of10 points) 

· Analyzing the impact of media on children’s development.  Watch approximately 30 minutes of a television program that is aired on a weekend morning. As you observe, note what children might learn in terms of:

· Who are the heroes? (gender, ethnicity, race?)

· What are they valued for? (strength, kindness, intelligence, creativity, physical beauty, aggression, sharing...etc?)

· How often do you see violent behaviors? What type of violent behavior?

· How often do you see collaborative and supportive behavior among the actors?

· How are minorities portrayed?

· What impact do you think the program would have on a child in early childhood and in middle childhood? 

Hand in a hard copy to me (max of 5 points)
· Interview someone who has immigrated to the U.S. from another country. You can interview a person in your family, a friend, your roommate, a co-worker, etc.
· Learn about the challenges that he/she faces: new language, customs, fitting in to the educational system, discrimination, etc.  
· Learn about his/her process of acculturation: what he/she has maintained from the country of origin and what has been adopted from this culture.  
· Using the chart on page 98 of the textbook, identify some of the cultural practices and beliefs of your interviewee.
· Ask the interviewee in what ways he/she could have been better supported for this transition by the family, school and community. 
· Finally, based on the ideas that your interviewee suggested for better support of immigrants, the suggestions included in the textbook about creating supportive environments and your own experiences in classrooms, what are your recommendations for achievable strategies to support the acculturation of immigrants?
Hand in a hard copy to me (max of 10 points)
 
· Viewing videos: there are many that I like to show for this course, but never have the time. Write 3 paragraphs:

· summarizing what you saw

· explaining why it is important 

· discussing fully how this relates to what you are learning in this course

Submit a copy to me. (max of 8 points)

Here are some titles, others can be viewed with prior approval:

· Emotional Intelligence - VHS # 282  Daniel Goleman describing his work with clips and explanations of how to apply these ideas in a classroom setting.
· Childhood series - VHS #4773  You can watch any tapes 1-7, but I like #1 and #4 the best.  The series looks at various issues of childhood from a multicultural perspective.  You see the same families described in the different videos.
· Jonathan Kozol - DVD #933.  Kozol came to SSU a few years ago and discussed the inequity that he sees in schools.

· Boys and Girls are Different – VHS #2211 An ABC news special regarding gender differences.  Some intriguing research shown.

· Graduating Peter – DVD #2711  We will be watching Educating Peter in class, the story of a young boy with Down Syndrome who is fully included into a 2nd grade classroom.  This film looks at Peter as he is graduating from high school.

· Reviving Ophelia – VHS 4428  Based on the book with the same name, Mary Pipher looks at girls’ identity and the influence of media and culture on identify formation.

· Viewing DVD “Babies”, on reserve in the library media center under my name.  Write a 2-3 page analysis of one or more developmental milestone or family practice that is depicted and how this plays out differently in each of the families.  For instance you might consider children’s language development, the families’ relationship to the natural world, the development of autonomy, the roles of each parent, etc.  Then explain how one of the theorists that we have studied might interpret these child and family variations.

(max of 12 points)
· Classroom Observation:  To apply what you are reading about children’s development and strategies for fostering learning, you can visit a classroom for a 40-60 minute observation period.  You will arrange to visit a preschool or K-12 classroom for this assignment. Use the observation sheets for either preschool or classroom, found below.   Remember that you are not only observing the children, but also looking at the physical environment and teacher-child interactions.

Your choice of a classroom to observe is up to you. The Children’s School at SSU is a vibrant learning community, and it is easy to schedule an observation appointment there by calling: 664-2230.  You may also visit another preschool, or an elementary, middle or high school classroom that you are familiar with. I can help you arrange a visit to a classroom. If you are already participating in a classroom environment, you can complete this observation there. However, you will need to arrange to be freed up for about 30 minutes so that you can observe the children without interruption. 

Submit your observation notes with a 4-paragraph summary and reflection. Make sure that you make connections to at least one theory or theorist in your reflection. 
1. Summarize what you observed relating to the children's development, in all domains, and make comparisons to what you have been learning in class.
2. Summarize what you observed relating to the children's learning environment, and make comparisons to what you have been learning in class; does the learning opportunities reflect what you know about children's development at that age? 
3. Looking at the classroom and school environment, describe what you see that reflects the children's interests, their home lives, their families, and their community? 
4. What did you like, dislike or what puzzled you about this classroom?
Use the link on the course webpage to print the observation pages: preschool observation form or K-12 classroom observation form. Ask the classroom teacher to sign and date the observation form. Also write the school's name and location on the form.  Submit both the observation form and your summary/reflection
(max of 15 pts.) 

Other extra credit ideas can be submitted for approval.  All extra credit must be submitted by the 15th week of class.

